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18 November 2021 

Mr. Sam Keenan  

Committee Secretariat 

Committee of Public Accounts 

Houses of the Oireachtas  

Leinster House 

Dublin 2 D02 XR20 

Ref: S0558 PAC33 

By email: PAC@oireachtas.ie 

Dear Mr Keenan, 

I refer to your letter of 18th October, following the Committee of Public Accounts meeting of 

23 September 2021, requesting further information from the Department of Health for the 

Public Accounts Committee, in relation to, inter alia, 

 “A timeline outlining when the Committee can expect to receive the report prepared by the 

National Paediatric Hospital which outlined the progress on the National Paediatric Hospital 

project to date, including the analysis of the final cost.” 

The Secretary General requested that I respond to you in relation to the analysis undertaken 

by the National Paediatric Hospital Development Board (NPHDB) on the progress on the 

New Children’s Hospital. I wish to advise that the matter relating to the value for money 

review of the Nursing Home Support Scheme will be subject to separate correspondence. 

As previously stated, the Secretary General and the Department acknowledges the 

responsibilities and duties of this Committee and the interest of members in such matters. 

However, I must advise that as this analysis relates to the best way forward on a project that 

is subject to a live contract, it continues to be commercially sensitive, and must remain 

confidential.   

On 13 July, the Department and the National Paediatric Hospital Development Board 

provided a progress update to the Committee in relation to the project but advised that, 

given the commercially sensitive nature of the ongoing engagement between the NPHDB 

and the main contractor, a definitive update on costs could not be provided and it would be 

inappropriate, and likely detrimental to the project, to speculate on these.   

The Department wrote to the Committee, most recently on 28th August 2021, highlighting 

that the Department and the Development Board have a responsibility to ensure the 

successful completion of this critical project and that any discussion of costs, however 

hypothetical or otherwise, at this time, would prejudice enforcement of the existing contract, 

and very likely negatively impact or jeopardise the Development Board in its ongoing 

engagement with the main contractor, and the Board’s responsibilities for the timely 

completion of this critical project.   

R0903 PAC33

An Roinn Slainte 
Department of Health 

mailto:PAC@oireachtas.ie


 

….. 

2 

Accordingly, I wish to advise that at this time this position remains unchanged. 

Yours sincerely, 

p.p. 

 

 

Derek Tierney 

A/Sec. Head of Health Infrastructure 

 

 

 

 

 

 


