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Dear Ms Cremin, 

I wish to refer to your letter of 3 November 2021 regarding correspondence from Deputy Sean 

Sherlock dated 29 September 2021 on the use of public funds by An Taisce. 

The Committee has sought responses to a number of questions and these are dealt with 

immediately below. 

1. What level of oversight does the Departm«:!nt have over the funding it provides to 

An Taisce? 

The Department of Education provides funding to An Taisce in respect of the Green 
Schools programme. Green-Schools is operated in partnership with Local Authorities 
and is currently supported by the Department of Housing, Planning, Community & 
Local Government; Department of Environment, Climate and Communications, 
Department of Transport; The Department of Arts, Heritage Regional, Rural and 
Gaeltacht Affairs; Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade; Irish Aid, National 
Transport Authority; National Parks and Wi lldlife Service, Irish Water and the Wrigley 
Company Limited. 

The objectives of Green Schools are promoting long-term, whole-school action for 
the environment Green-Schools is a student-led programme with involvement from 
the wider community. The programme is operated and co-ordinated by the 
Environmental Education Unit of An Taisce (Foundation for Environmental Education 
member for Ireland). 

Funding of €15,500 from the Department of Education has been approved for 2021. 
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A Performance Delivery Agreement (PDA) lhas been entered into between the 
Department of Education and Green Schools in which an agreed level of service and 
performance is formalised in relation to the implementation of the Green Schools 

Programme. The objective of the PDA is to establish structured arrangements 
regarding reporting and communications around this funding. The PDA requires 
that-

• In carrying out its functions in relation to the implementation of the 

Green Schools Programme, Green Schools must comply with the Charity 

Regulators Governance Code and expenditure of funds must comply with 

Circular 13/2014 from the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform 

• An up-to-date breakdown of expenditure, a reconciliation of the 

differences and a certificate of assurance that all funds were spent in 

accordance with this PDA and aill relevant circulars must be submitted to 

the Department of Education no later than 30 June 2022 for funding 

received in 2021 

• Green Schools will ensure that the appropriate financial oversight and 

control measures are in place for the appropriate drawdown, 

disbursement and management of public funds in accordance with the 

Public Financial Procedures and other relevant circulars. Any anticipated 

savings must be declared to the DoE as soon as they arise 

• Green Schools are to provide a submission to the Department of 

Education outlining the actions being undertaken under the Green 

Schools Programme and how their implementation will be achieved and 

will support the National Strategy on Education for Sustainable 

Development. 

2. Is there a service level agreement in place between An Taisce and the Department? 

Yes. An oversight and performance delivery agreement between the Department 

and An Taisce's Green School Programme is in place. The current PDA is for the 

period January 2021- December 2021. A copy of the PDA is attached. 

3. Is the Department aware of the restatement to the 2018 figures within the 2019 

financial statements? 

The Department of Education is not aware of the restatement to the 2018 figures 

within the 2019 financial statements of An Taisce. The Department did not provide 

funding to Green Schools in 2018. Additionally, the Department of Education does 

not have an approval or oversight role in respect of the accounts of An Taisce. 



4. Has the Department made any enquiries into how these adjustments came about? 
If so, what were the findings? 

No. Please see the response to question 3 above. 

5. How does the Department satisfy itself that grant funding it provides to An Taisce 
is used for the intended purposes? 

Under the Oversight and Performance Delivery Agreement, Green Schools agree to 
provide a submission to the Department of Education outlining the actions being 

undertaken under the Green Schools Programme and how their implementation will be 
achieved, and will support the National Strategy on Education for Sustainable 

Development. It also requires Green Schools to provide the Department with an up-to
date breakdown of expenditure, a reconcililation of the differences and a certificate of 

assurance that all funds were spent in accordance with this PDA and all relevant circulars 

will be submitted to the DoE no later than 30 June 2022 for funding received in 2021. 

By way of further background on this matter, the following information may be useful. 

The Department of Education has allocated funding to Green Schools for the implementation of 

this initiative which supports the delivery of the National Strategy on Education for Sustainable 

Development. This Department's National Strategy on Education for Sustainable Development 

(ESD) aims to ensure that as set out by the United Nations Sustainable Development Goals 
Target 4.7, "by 2030 all learners acquire the knowledge and skills needed to promote 

sustainable development, including among others, through education for sustainable 

development and sustainable lifestyles, human rights, gender equality, promotion of a culture of 

peace and non-violence, global citizenship and appreciation of cultural diversity ad of cultures 
contribution to sustainable development" . 

I trust this clarifies the position. 

Yours Sincerely, 

fr~~ 61if,Y 
Sean O Foghlu 

Secretary General. 


