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Department of Transport Information Note 

Public Accounts Committee Ref: S0560 PAC33 

BusConnects Dublin 

Summary of BusConnects  

BusConnects Dublin is a transformative programme of investment in the existing bus system providing 
better bus services to more people. The BusConnects Dublin programme consists of a number of 
different but related projects which bring together all areas of bus investment identified in the Greater 
Dublin Area Transport Strategy 2016-2035 including enhanced and new bus infrastructure, investment 
in fleet and service enhancements such as higher frequency and new routes serving a wider catchment.  

Current Status & Next Steps 

Preliminary Business Case: The BusConnects Preliminary Business Case has been received by the 
Department and is under review as required by the Public Spending Code. Once that review is complete 
the Preliminary Business Case will be submitted to D/Public Expenditure and Reform for its technical 
review and can then be brought to Government for its approval. Government approval will permit the 
Core Bus Corridors move into the planning system, subject to the finalisation of the planning 
documentation and certain legislative amendments. In parallel to the ongoing Departmental review, an 
independent review of the Preliminary Business Case is being finalised by JASPERS, an agency of the EU / 
EIB, which has been requested by the Department to conduct such a review.   

Core Bus Corridors: This project relates to the construction of 16 new Core Bus Corridors across the city. 
There will be a total of 12 planning applications which will be split into two tranches of six schemes 
each. The Road Traffic and Roads Bill 2021 contains a number of legislative amendments which are 
deemed necessary to clarify and strengthen existing legislative provisions prior to lodging applications to 
An Bord Pleanála and that Bill’s Second Stage is scheduled for 10 November.  

Network Redesign: This project relates to improving bus services across the city and was formally 
commenced in June with the launch of the H-Spine. The C-Spine (Lucan/Leixlip/Maynooth/Celbridge) is 
scheduled to launch by the end of November.  

Other programme elements: There are a number of other elements of the overall programme which are 
continuing to progress, such as bus stop/shelter improvements, bus livery changes, fares changes and 
the Next Generation Ticketing project which, subject to Government approval of the Preliminary 
Business Case, will shortly move to the next phase of procurement.  

Delays 

Some delays have been experienced through the design and development of the Core Bus Corridors and 
Network Redesign. In the first instance the level of engagement on the various public consultations on 
both elements resulted in iteration of designs and continued engagement with the public and other key 
stakeholders. 
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Public Health Measures associated with the COVID-19 Pandemic has also delayed progress on the 
implementation of the network redesign and the design development and preparation of planning 
documentation for the core bus corridors. 

Expenditure to date 

To date expenditure since 2018 to end of September 2021 is €76.7m.  

This expenditure excludes purchase of new fleet as this forms part of the steady state renewal of bus 
fleet during the period. 
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DART+ 

Summary of DART+ 

The DART+ Programme is a programme of five separate but complementary projects which aims to 
modernise and improve existing rail services in the Greater Dublin Area (GDA). It will provide a 
sustainable, electrified, reliable and more frequent rail service improving capacity on the rail corridors 
serving Dublin. The five projects within the overall programme are: 

 DART+ West (Maynooth Line); 
 DART+ South West (Kildare Line); 
 DART+ Coastal North (Northern Commuter); 
 DART+ Coastal South (South Eastern Commuter); and 
 DART+ Fleet (Battery-electric and electric fleet). 

Current Status & Next Steps 

Preliminary Business Case: The DART+ Preliminary Business Case has been received by the Department 
and is currently subject to a technical review by the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform as 
required by the Public Spending Code. It is intended to bring a Memorandum for Government’s approval 
in the coming weeks, that Memorandum will be seeking Decision Gate 1 Approval for DART+ West 
(allowing it enter the statutory planning system) and Decision Gate 3 Approval for DART+ Fleet (allowing 
the fleet contract be awarded). An independent review of the of the Preliminary Business Case is being 
finalised by JASPERS, an agency of the EU / EIB, which has been requested by the Department to 
conduct such a review and this independent review will accompany the Memorandum. 

DART+ West: This the most advanced of the infrastructure projects and the second round of non-
statutory public consultation closed on 6 October. Proposals around the mitigation of the closure of the 
level crossing at Ashtown Stables was the most significant issue raised during the consultation. Iarnród 
Éireann has been consulting with the relevant land-owners and their advisors to develop solutions in 
this area. Preliminary Design and preparation of the Environmental Impacts Assessment Report (EIAR) is 
continuing. The expectation is that a Railway Order application will be lodged by end Q1 / early Q2 2022.  

DART+ Fleet: A preferred bidder has been selected and, subject to Government approval of the 
Preliminary Business Case, a contract will shortly be awarded. The initial order will supply fleet to 
expand the entire existing DART fleet to operate 8 car fleet for all services and the replacement of 
existing diesel trains between Drogheda and Dublin with Battery Electric DART Fleet. Current 
expectations are that the new fleet will begin to arrive in 2024 and enter service in 2025.  

DART+ South West: This is the next most advanced of the infrastructure projects and the second round 
of non-statutory consultation is scheduled to commence on 10 November. The main issues raised during 
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the first round of consultation were provision of new stations at Kylemore, Cabra and Inchicore and the 
potential extension of the project beyond Hazelhatch / Celbridge. Preliminary Design and preparation of 
the Environmental Impacts Assessment Report (EIAR) is continuing. IÉ currently plan to lodge an 
application to An Bord Pleanála for the DART+ South West project in mid-2022, subject to Government 
approval of an updated Preliminary Business Case.  

DART+ Coastal North: Iarnród Éireann plan to launch an initial public consultation for the preferred 
emerging preferred route for the DART+ Coastal North project in Q1 2022. 

DART+ Coastal South: Iarnród Éireann are at early stage development of the DART+ Coastal South 
project. It is currently planned to launch an initial public consultation for the preferred emerging 
preferred route for the DART+ Coastal South project in mid-2022. 

Delays 

There were some delays relating to the COVID-19 Pandemic principally related to the transitioning to an 
online consultation environment and the changes in approach that required and also the impact remote 
working has had on the collaborative nature of multi-disciplinary design tems, particularly items such as 
workshops and design reviews. 

More generally there have been some delays to overall progress as a result of the public consultation 
processes and issues which have arisen during those processes which have required further design and 
options development.  

Expenditure to date 

The total amount spent on DART+ Project from 2016 to Oct 2021 is €41.3m.  
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MetroLink 

Summary of MetroLink 

MetroLink is a 19km metro service running between Swords and Charlemont, connecting key 
destinations including Dublin Airport and the City Centre, with a journey time of approximately 25 
minutes from Swords to the City Centre. MetroLink will provide passengers interchange opportunities 
with commuter rail, DART, LUAS and numerous bus services along its route and support the 
development of a truly integrated public transport system in Dublin. 

Current Status & Next Steps 

Preliminary Business Case: The MetroLink Preliminary Business Case has been received by the 
Department and is under review as required by the Public Spending Code. Once that review is complete 
the Preliminary Business Case will be submitted to D/Public Expenditure and Reform for its technical 
review and can then be brought to Government for its approval. Government approval will permit the 
project move into the planning system, subject to the finalisation of the planning documentation and 
certain legislative amendments (via Statutory Instrument; relates to transposition of Environmental 
Impact Assessment Directive amendments). In parallel to the ongoing Departmental review, an 
independent review of the Preliminary Business Case is being finalised by JASPERS, an agency of the EU / 
EIB, which has been requested by the Department to conduct such a review.   

Project Update: The Preliminary Design is substantially complete and the Environmental Impact 
Assessment Report (EIAR) for the project is progressing. Subject to Government approval of the 
Preliminary Business Case as referred to above, and finalisation of the planning documentation, it is 
expected that a Railway Order application will be ready to be lodged by Q2 2022.   

Delays 

The on-going COVID 19 pandemic has resulted in various delays to the finalisation of the documentation 
for Railway Order application including the necessary property referencing for the books of reference. 
TII is also engaging with the OPW and TCD in relation issues raised by both bodies with respect to the 
potential impact of proposed station location / tunnel alignment on St. Stephen’s Green and the college 
campus respectively.  

Expenditure to date 

The total amount spent on MetroLink from March 2018 to Oct 2021 is €70.3M. 
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Strategic Rail Review 

Background 

The Strategic Rail Review builds on the Irish Government’s commitment under the New Decade, New 
Approach Agreement to examine the potential for high-/higher speed rail between Belfast-Dublin-Cork.  

The revised scope of the Review was noted by the North South Ministerial Council in late Q4 2020 and 
the Department of Transport conducted a competitive procurement process to select Arup consultants 
to conduct the actual study.  

Purpose of the Study 

The purpose of this Review will be to provide the strategic backdrop to investment in our inter-urban 
and inter-regional rail network over the coming decades.  

The Review will consider issues such as the potential of high-/higher speeds, improved accessibility to 
the North-West and the potential of increased rail freight. It will also consider how the railway can move 
to a net-zero railway by 2050.  

It will examine both the existing network and the potential future network, whether that’s improved 
services on existing lines, reintroducing services on disused lines like the Western Rail Corridor or 
potential new corridors across the network. 

Public Consultation  

The Review will include a public consultation process and that will commence shortly. It will allow all 
interested parties to make their views known and will also include bilateral meetings with key 
stakeholders such as the Regional Assemblies.  

Timescale 

The Review will be completed by Q4 2022.  

 

 

 

 


