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5 November 2021 

Sarah Cremin 
Committee Secretariat 
Committee of Public Accounts 
Leinster House 
Dublin 2 D02 XR20 

Your Ref: SO540 PAC 33 

Dear Ms Cremin, 

I refer to your letter dated the 20 October 2021, on behalf of the Public Accounts 
Committee, concerning DART Expansion. 

In relation to the material requested by the PAC concerning the establishment of a DART 
tunnel route, The DART+ Tunnel Study will be published in full as part of the publication 
of the draft Transport Strategy for the Greater Dublin Area 2022 – 2042 and will be 
available on the National Transport Authority’s consultation website from Tuesday 9 
November.  

Please find attached a note which sets out how Iarnród Éireann proposes to deal with 
individual owners that will be affected by the DART + West project. 

If you have any further queries, do not hesitate to contact my colleague Eoin Keehan at 
eoinkeehan@transport.gov.ie . 

Yours sincerely, 

______________________ 
Ken Spratt 
Secretary General 
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Public Accounts Committee request to Department of Transport 

PAC Request 

 In light of big infrastructural projects impact on private property (business and residential), PAC 
requests a note on how Iarnród Éireann proposes to deal with individual owners that will be affected 
by the DART+ West Project. 

Response 

DART+ West is a critical public transportation improvement project to provide high frequency, high 
quality and electrified rail services between the City Centre and Maynooth/M3 Parkway. The aim is 
to maximise the use of the existing railway corridors, insofar as practicable, and implement a 
modernisation programme to meet current and future passenger demands. 

The delivery of large infrastructural projects unfortunately involve impacts on private landowners. 
However, given the existence of the railway corridors in Dublin, the order of construction and 
operational impacts associated with the DART+ West project are not as extensive when compared to 
new greenfield developments.  

In order to accommodate all necessary infrastructure to deliver DART+ West, some impacts will 
occur on private landowners. Iarnród Éireann has undertaken optioneering to develop a solution 
that balances the requirement of the project and the long-term societal benefits against the 
negative impacts on landowners. Where such impacts are predicted, Iarnród Éireann has engaged 
and continues to engage with those potentially affected landowners. In the longer term, and subject 
to a Railway Order being approved, those potentially affected landowners will be compensated for 
land acquisitions and disturbance. 

In the design of DART+ West, the starting principle is to implement the railway works and upgrades 
within the existing railway corridor. Where this is not possible, Iarnród Éireann has undertaken an 
optioneering process where each change at specific geographic locations is assessed across a 
number of criteria, in accordance with the Common Appraisal Framework, published by the 
Department of Transport.  

During the design development process, Iarnród Éireann has undertaken two stages of non-statutory 
consultations, to publish the Emerging Preferred Option (at Public Consultation No. 1) and the 
Preferred Option (at Public Consultation No. 2). These non-statutory consultations are key 
milestones in the design development process where information is provided to landowners, elected 
members, prescribed bodies and communities along the route. Feedback received is collated and 
channelled into the evolving design. Iarnród Éireann concluded public consultation no. 2 for DART+ 
West on 6th October and is currently assessing the feedback prior to determining the design for the 
proposed development to be taken forward to Railway Order Application. 

Iarnród Éireann has written to all potentially affected landowners in advance of Public Consultation 
No. 1 & 2, with a view to directly engaging on the impact of the project. During Covid restrictions, 
the majority of this engagement was through telephone calls or virtual meetings. When necessary, 
physical meetings were conducted in a socially distanced environment at landowner properties. 
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Iarnród Éireann will continue to engage with landowners up to the completion of the design 
development and Railway Order Application. 

When the Railway Order Application is prepared and co-incident with lodgement to An Bord 
Pleanála, Iarnród Éireann will serve notice to all landowners where permanent and/or temporary 
compulsory purchase orders (CPO) are deemed necessary to construct, operate and maintain the 
DART+ West project. All landowners can make submissions on these CPO notices to An Bord 
Pleanála. An Bord Pleanála will also conduct a statutory consultation process as part of the Railway 
Order Application, where all interested parties can make submissions on the merits of the project. 

When reaching a decision on the Railway Order Application, An Bord Pleanála will have due regard 
to the CPO notices and the environmental impact of the project. An Bord Pleanála can decide to 
approve, reject or approve with modifications the Railway Order Application.  

If the Railway Order is approved or approved with modifications, Iarnród Éireann can then advance 
the acquisition process. Iarnród Éireann will issue Notice to Treat and this will commence the CPO 
compensation process, under which landowners will be compensated for acquisitions and 
disturbances associated with the project.  

If the Railway Order is refused, Iarnród Éireann cannot proceed with the project and landowners will 
not be affected by the project. 
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