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09 July 2021 
 
Mr Pat Fannin 
Clerk to Committee of Public Accounts 
Houses of the Oireachtas 
Leinster House 
Dublin 2  
D02 XR20 
 
 
Ref: Ref: S0437 PAC33 
  
Dear Mr Fannin, 

Thank you for the invitation of 17th June to appear before the Committee of 

Public Accounts (PAC) on Tuesday 13th July to assist the Committee in its 

examination of the 2019 Financial Statements (resumed) for the National 

Paediatric Hospital Development Board (NPHDB). Secretary General Watt has 

asked that I write to indicate that the Department will be represented by Mr 

Derek Tierney, Assistant Secretary of Health Infrastructure and Ms Fiona 

Prendergast, Acting Director of Health Infrastructure. Both will appear remotely. 

I acknowledge the Committee’s consideration of the Department’s previous 

correspondence and appreciate that the Committee noted that “elements of this 

review are commercially sensitive”, and subsequent request for a detailed 

update on the current status of the project if the National Paediatric Hospital 

Development Board’s (NPHDB) analysis cannot be made available. 

I must advise that the analysis remains ongoing between Department officials, 

the Development Board and other stakeholders, continues to be commercially 

sensitive, and must remain confidential for an extended period, given that there 

is a live contract in place. 

As stated previously, the Department and the Development Board have a 

responsibility to ensure the successful completion of this project.  There is an 

extremely high likelihood that any discussion on costs, however hypothetical, 

would prejudice enforcement of the existing contract, and very likely negatively 

impact or jeopardise the Development Board in its engagement with the main 

contractor, and the Board’s responsibilities for the timely completion of this 

critical project.  

Given the Committee’s appreciation of the commercial sensitivities and 

complexities involved in this project, the Department is happy to appear before 

the Committee, alongside the NPHDB, with the objective of providing an update 
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on the project. This will include updated information on the project timeline, 

based on a contractually compliant programme the Development Board 

received from the contractor. However, all such discussions must necessarily 

be in cognisance of the commercial sensitivities at this time. 

The Department is aware that the NPHDB is preparing briefing material for the 

Committee and, considering that, will defer to that submission by the NPHDB, 

rather than providing a separate briefing paper. 

 

Yours sincerely 

 

________________  
Eamonn Quinn 
Principal Officer 
 
cc. Mr David Gunning, Chief Officer, National Paediatric Hospital Development 
 


