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Dear Mr Fannin 

 

I refer to your letter of 26 March 2021 regarding an invitation to attend a meeting of the 

Public Accounts Committee on 27 April 2021.  

 

It is not clear to us from your letter the agenda of the proposed meeting of the Public 

Accounts Committee on the 27th April 2021, other than to ‘examine Exchequer funding of 

RTÉ’. In order that we can provide information to the Committee on areas of interest, we 

would be grateful if the Committee could give some indication as to what aspects of RTÉ’s 

role they wish to discuss?  

 

We have, as requested in a letter dated 25 March from your colleague Ms. Fallon, 

responded to the Public Accounts Committee’s request for an update in relation to the 

Eversheds Sutherland Report and the implementation of its recommendations.   

 

Assuming the Committee wish to discuss matters related to the Eversheds Sutherland 

Report, as outlined in our letter to Ms Fallon, the Committee should be aware that we will 

be limited on what we can discuss, given the details sought by the Committee will be and 

are the subject of proceedings before a court or tribunal.  

 

Beyond the issues relating to the Eversheds Sutherland Report, we note that the Committee 

of Public Accounts is responsible for examining and reporting on reports of 

the Comptroller and Auditor General on departmental expenditure and certain other 

accounts. It also considers the Comptroller and Auditor General's reports on his or her 
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examinations of economy, efficiency, effectiveness evaluation systems, procedures and 

practices. 

 

The Committee will no doubt be aware that RTÉ, unlike many semi state agencies, does not 

fall under the remit of the Comptroller and Auditor General.  

 

RTÉ is rightly subject to independent regulation by the Broadcasting Authority of Ireland 

and routinely appears before the Oireachtas Communications Committee (now the 

Committee on Media, Tourism, Arts, Culture, Sport and the Gaeltacht) on broadcasting and 

media related matters.  
 

Section 109 of the Broadcasting Act 2009 sets out RTÉ’s financial reporting requirements to 

the Minister with regards to its income and expenditures each year, referencing in 

particular the annual accounts and audit. RTÉ has a formal Oversight Agreement with the 

Department of Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and Media, and as appropriate 

provides detailed comprehensive monthly management accounts together with supporting 

commentary to the Department. RTÉ’s Annual Report and Financial Statements, which are 

submitted each year to Government, are publicly available.  

 

We want to be as helpful as we can, but in framing the agenda for the meeting we think it is 

important for the Committee to note that RTÉ has extensive independent regulatory and 

oversight mechanisms and, given the sensitivities involved regarding individuals and live 

proceedings, that we are limited in what we can discuss in relation to the Eversheds 

process.   
 

We look forward to hearing from you in due course. 

 

Yours sincerely  

 

 
Dee Forbes 

Director-General, RTÉ 
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