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From: Martin Hughes
Sent: Thursday 3 December 2020 09:51
To: Niamh OGrady
Cc: Public Accounts Committee
Subject: FW: Correspondence from Ceann Comhairle to Chair of Committee
Attachments: Brian Stanley TD - Public Accounts.pdf

Categories: Correspondence for future meetings
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Thanks Niamh, 
 
It will be brought to the attention of the Chair and the Committee. 
 
Regards, 
 
Martin Hughes 
Clerk to the Committee of Public Accounts 
Houses of the Oireachtas Service 
Kildare House, Dublin 2 | D02 XE00 
Tel: (01) 618 3169  

 
https://www.oireachtas.ie/ 
Cuireann Seirbhís Thithe an Oireachtais fáilte roimh chomhfhreagras i nGaeilge. 
 

From: Niamh OGrady <Niamh.OGrady@oireachtas.ie>  
Sent: Wednesday 2 December 2020 17:50 
To: Martin Hughes <Martin.Hughes@oireachtas.ie> 
Subject: Correspondence from Ceann Comhairle to Chair of Committee 
 
Hello, 
 
Please see letter attached from the Ceann Comhairle. A hard copy has issued to the Chair of the Committee. 
 
Kind Regards, 
 
Niamh O’Grady 
Office of the Ceann Comhairle, 
Houses of the Oireachtas. 
01 618 3339 
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2 December 2020 
 
Brian Stanley TD, 
Committee of Public Accounts  
Leinster House 
 
 

Re: Move to Level 3 restrictions on 1 December 2020 

 

Dear Chair, 

 

I am writing to express my thanks for your co-operation during the six-week period of Level 5 

restrictions. 

 

The imposition of Level 5 restrictions, as you are keenly aware, meant that travel of more 

than 5 km from a person’s home, unless for essential purposes, was prohibited. While the 

functions performed by members of the Houses of the Oireachtas were recognised as 

essential in this context, there was also an acknowledgement of the need to minimise the 

movement and congregation of people, particularly in indoor settings, in an attempt to limit 

the transmission of the virus. 

 

You will recall that I met with the Working Group of Committee Chairs shortly after the 

commencement of the six-week period of Level 5 restrictions. At that meeting the Secretary 

General briefed you on the measures required to ensure the sustainable conduct of 

Committee business and on the importance of striking a balance between effectively 

conducting Committee business and ensuring the safety of all involved. The measures 

introduced at the commencement of Committee meetings in September, namely: 

• adherence to 2m social distancing in Committee rooms; 

• sanitisation of each Committee room after each meeting and before the next Committee 

uses the room; 

• the need for face coverings to be worn unless speaking in the meeting, and the use of 

wipes and hand sanitisers to clean seats and desks shared during Committee meetings; 

and 

• the limiting of each Committee meeting to 2 hours to avoid the risk of close contact 

designation of Chairs, members and staff in the event of a positive case of Covid-19 in 

the room, 
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have permitted Committees to successfully conduct their business to date and will continue 

in force in the interests of health and safety. The practice of witnesses remoting-in to 

meetings rather than having to appear in person in the committee rooms has also proved 

beneficial in minimising risk to Members, staff and witnesses.  

The additional restriction that Committees should generally limit their meetings to one 

public meeting per week during Level 5 was designed to reduce the risk of transmission in 

the context where high levels of the virus were circulating in the community, and cases had 

been detected in Leinster House. As Ceann Comhairle, I wish to thank you most sincerely for 

your co-operation in adhering to this additional restriction. As we have exited Level 5 with 

effect from today, the limit of one meeting in public session per Committee per week no 

longer applies. Your continued co-operation in adhering to the other measures outlined in 

this letter would be much appreciated. 

Please bring this letter to the attention of the Members of your Committee and convey my 

thanks to them for their continued cooperation at this challenging time for all of us. 

 
Yours sincerely, 
 

 
 

Seán Ó Fearghaíl, TD 
Ceann Comhairle 
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