
PUBLIC ACCOUNTS COMMITTEE  

MINUTES OF MEETING OF TUESDAY, 23 MARCH 2021 

 
The Committee met in Public Session at 09:31 a.m. (online remotely), a quorum being present. 
 
The following Members were present: 
 
Deputies: Brian Stanley (Chairman); Colm Burke; Matt Carthy; Cormac Devlin; Alan Dillon; Neasa 

Hourigan; Paul McAuliffe; Marc MacSharry; Imelda Munster; Catherine Murphy; 
Verona Murphy.  

 
Permanent  
Witness:  Comptroller and Auditor General, Mr. Seamus McCarthy.  
 
Apologies:  Jennifer Carroll MacNeill; Seán Sherlock. 
 

1. Minutes 
 
The minutes of the meeting of 04 and 09 March 2021 were agreed. 
 

2. Correspondence  
 

4. Correspondence received  Decision 

B - Correspondence from Accounting Officers and/or Ministers and follow up 
to PAC meetings 

 

R0381 PAC33 Correspondence received from Eilish Hardiman, Chief 
Executive, Children's Health Ireland, dated 17/02/2021 

Note and publish. 
 
Request the following:  
- Further details and rationale for 
the expenditure of €121k relating 
to the development, launching 
and management of the 
Children’s Health Ireland jobs 
website and the expenditure of 
€83k on public relations advice;  
- Whether consideration was 
given to obtaining this expertise 
from within the public service?; 
- The proportion of expenditure 
on PR used for preparing for 
Oireachtas committees; and  
- An information note regarding 
job retention and the related 
policies in place across the three 
children's hospitals.  

R0393 PAC33 Correspondence received from Anne Graham, Chief 
Executive, National Transport Authority, dated 
23/02/2021 

Note and publish. 
 
Request details in relation to the 
overall costs of the programme.  
Enquire when costs will be 
incurred for the purchase of the 
rail cars referenced in the 
correspondence. 
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4. Correspondence received  Decision 

R0394 PAC33 Correspondence received from Anne Graham, Chief 
Executive, National Transport Authority, dated 
23/02/2021 

Note and publish. 
 
Request the Department and the 
NTA to provide details regarding 
how they are managing 
construction projects and how 
they are tendered for in the 
context of COVID-19. 

R0395 PAC33 Correspondence received from John Dollard, Chief 
Superintendent, An Garda Síochána, dated 23/02/2021 

Note and publish. 
 
Request the European Anti-Fraud 

Office (OLAF) to provide any 
publications or findings it makes 
in relation to this case. 

R0396 PAC33 Correspondence received from Brian Kavanagh, Chief 
Executive, Horse Racing Ireland, dated 24/02/2021 

See R0423 PAC33 

R0398 PAC33 Correspondence received from Mark Griffin, Secretary 
General, Department of Environment, Climate and 
Communications, dated 26/02/2021 

Note and publish. 
 
Request the Department to 
provide further information as 
follows: 
- An update on the analysis of 

end user cost/measurement 
of affordability (ref Analysys 
Mason MANs report); 

- Publication of the Eversheds 
Sutherland report in advance 
of the Committee’s 
engagement with RTÉ;  

- Evidence of usage levels of 
Eircodes and details of any 
related value for money 
reviews;  

- Whether legislation is 
required to satisfy the DPC’s 
concerns in relation to the 
use of CCTV systems by Local 
Authorities to combat illegal 
dumping and, if so, when will 
the legislation be brought 
forward; and  

- An update on the Lough 
Ree/Shannonbridge 
feasibility studies regarding 
green energy hubs.  

 
Request also that NUJ comment 
on the resolution process in 
respect of the Eversheds 
Sutherland report.  
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4. Correspondence received  Decision 

R0407 PAC33 Correspondence received from Niall Cody, Chairman, 
Revenue, dated 02/03/2021 

Note and publish. 
 
Forward to the Committee on 
Justice for any action it deems 
appropriate 

R0410 PAC33 Correspondence received from Mary Harney, 
Chancellor, University of Limerick, dated 02/03/2021 

Note and publish. 
 
Add this topic to the Work 
Programme.  Include unresolved 
matters relating to the work of 
the previous committee in any 
future letter of invitation to UL. 
 
Request all Departments to 
provide Annual Reports regarding 
Protected Disclosure. 
 
Request that UL confirm whether 
the protected disclosure referred 
to in the correspondence 
included the specific matter of 
information provided to the 
Committee on 24 January 2019, 
and if so, what was the outcome 
of that aspect of the investigation. 

R0418 PAC33 Correspondence received from Gillian Gilleran, Private 
Secretary to the Secretary General, Department of 
Justice, dated 03/03/2021 

Note and publish. 
 
Requests details regarding costs 
in relation to legal fees, including 
awards paid.  

R0421 PAC33 Correspondence received from Rachel Downes, CEO, 
Caranua, dated 04/03/2021 

Note and publish. 
 
Request that the Department of 
Education provide details in 
relation to: 
- the framework for how 
Caranua's work will proceed;  
- a time frame for related 
legislation; and  
- progress in relation to resolving 
outstanding cases. 
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4. Correspondence received  Decision 

R0423 PAC33 Correspondence received from Brian Kavanagh, Chief 
Executive, Horse Racing Ireland, dated 04/03/2021 

Note and publish. 
 
Write to HRI and the Department 
of Agriculture, Food, and the 
Marine to request confirmation 
they are satisfied that the 
distribution of prizemoney is the 
best means of ensuring as many 
people and communities benefit 
from State funding for the sport. 
 
Request the Department of 
Agriculture, Food, and the Marine 
to provide: 
- The rationale for the 

derogation and the 
background to the 
commercial sensitivity of 
salary information.  

Request HRI to provide:  
- The submission it sent to the 

Department re point-point 
racing. 

R0439 PAC33 Correspondence received from Denis Egan, Chief 
Executive, Irish Horse Racing Regulatory Board, dated 
11/03/2021 

Note and publish. 
 
Request an information note on:  
- The use of CCTV since 2017 

and further information 
regarding the Integrity Portal 
project including budget 
allocations;  

- In terms of the budgeted 
€60/€80k spent on CCTV 
systems, how many 
racecourses was that 
intended to cover; and 

- A timeline for when CCTV will 
be implemented for all 
racecourses. 

C - Correspondence from and related to private individuals and any other 
correspondence 

 

R0388 PAC33 Correspondence received, dated 19/02/2021 Request the HSE to provide an 
information note in respect of the 
Service Level Agreement for 
€7.294 funding provided by HS. 
Request consent to forward the 
item to the Health Committee, 
and request the additional 
information referenced in the 
correspondence. 
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4. Correspondence received  Decision 

R0436 PAC33 Correspondence received, dated 10/03/2021 Request the Strategic Banking 
Corporation of Ireland to respond 
to specific questions raised by 
Members. 

R0443 PAC33 Correspondence received, dated 12/03/2021 Advise the correspondent of their 
rights under Standing Orders. 

 
3. Work Programme 

 
It was agreed to proceed with the draft work programme. 
 
The Committee adjourned at 11:30 a.m. until 24 March 2021.  
 
 
 
Brian Stanley, T.D.  
Chairman 
27 April 2021  


