
 

 

 
Deputy Brian Stanley, 
Chair of the Committee of Public Accounts 
Committee of Public Accounts 
 
By Email: PAC@oireachtas.ie  
 
5 February 2021 

 

Dear Deputy Stanley, 

Thank-you for the invitation to the Department to appear before the Committee of Public 
Accounts (PAC) on Tuesday 9th February to assist the Committee in its examination of the 
2019 Annual Financial Statements for the National Paediatric Hospital Development Board 
(NPHDB). I will subsequently nominate a representative to appear on behalf of the 
Department. 

I note from the invitation that the Committee has also “expressed an interest in the timeline 
and projected costs for the completion of the Hospital.” The Department acknowledges the 
responsibilities and duties of the PAC and the interest of members in such matters.  

However, respectfully and with a view to ensuring the best use of the Committee’s time and 
in the interests of being as constructive and informative as possible, it would be more 
appropriate if this element of the hearing were deferred and the meeting of the 9th of February 
be limited to an examination of the 2019 Annual Financial Statements.  

The NPHDB and the Department are nearing the finalisation of a long and detailed analysis, 
which includes a determination on potential updates to the timeline and costs of the project. A 
robust, independent analysis and scrutiny of that work is currently under way. 

Therefore, in line with our discussion, the Department greatly appreciates your agreement 
that the meeting on Tuesday be limited to the Annual Financial Statements in order to better 
serve the responsibilities of the PAC, the role of the NPHDB in the process it is undertaking 
and its engagement with the contractor, the preservation of potentially commercially sensitive 
information and ultimately the project of delivering a world-class paediatric hospital for the 
children of Ireland. 

With the Department’s acknowledgement of the PAC’s appreciation of the sensitivities and 
complexities involved in this project, the Department and the NPHDB would therefore be 
pleased to return to appear before the Committee early next month to address the areas of 
interest to the Committee and will be in a much better-informed position to so. 
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I would appreciate it if you could confirm by return that the meeting on Tuesday will be 
limited to the 2019 Annual Financial Statements as discussed. 

Yours sincerely, 

 

 

______________________ 

Robert Watt 
Secretary General 
 
cc. 

Mr David Gunning, Chief Officer, National Paediatric Hospital Development Board 
Mr Fred Barry, Chair of the National Paediatric Hospital Development Board 
Mr Pat Fannin, Committee of Public Accounts 
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