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Ms. Éilis Fallon, 
Committee Secretariat, 
Committee of Public Accounts, 
Leinster House, 
Dublin 2 
 
18 January 2021 
 
Ref: S0148 PAC 33 
 
Sent by email: pac@oireachtas.ie  
 
 
Dear Ms. Fallon, 
 
I refer to your letter of 22 December 2020. 
 
I understand from discussions with the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform 
that full details of the annual Spending Review process and the reports produced is 
being submitted to the Committee by that Department. 
 
The Justice Sector has been fully engaged in this process since its commencement in 
2017 and has produced a number of reviews and contributed to others carried out by 
the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform.  The reviews carried out by this 
Department relating to the Justice vote refer specifically to Criminal Legal Aid (2018) 
https://assets.gov.ie/7320/b26e8d13fb42468fb66a40aed88fe875.pdf and in 2019 in 
relation to Direct Provision: Overview of Current Accommodation Expenditure 
https://assets.gov.ie/25626/c666dab7df0849c59695e19b926b6204.pdf. The latter 
review was selected based on the increasing level of expenditure in this area of almost 
€130 million in 2019. It should be noted that responsibility for this particular function 
transferred to the Department of Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth 
in October 2020. 
 
A detailed cross sectoral Value for Money and Policy Review Report was also published 

by this Department in September 2018  in relation to the escort of prisoners  

http://justice.ie/en/JELR/VFMPR%20Prisoner%20Escorts%202018.pdf/Files/VFMPR%2

0Prisoner%20Escorts%202018.pdf 

The Department will continue to engage with the Spending Review process and work 
with the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform to select other areas of 
expenditure for review in 2021. 
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It should be noted also that the Department has enhanced its research and analytics 
capability in recent years and has carried out a number of evidence policy reviews 
across various areas of the Criminal Justice Sector. These included a review into 
recidivism and policy responses, which explored the effectiveness of different types of 
interventions in reducing re-offending. A further review examined victim’s interactions 
with the Criminal Justice System, in particular looking at what key issues and problems 
were with those interactions and identifying research that suggests more effective 
mechanisms to support victims. While policy focused, the findings will inform the 
delivery of services in a more efficient and effective manner thus delivering more value 
for money in respect of the funding in these areas. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
 
________________                              
Oonagh McPhillips 
Secretary General. 
 
 
 
 
 


