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Ms. Éilis Fallon  
Committee Secretariat  
Committee of Public Accounts  
Leinster House 
Dublin 2 
 
Your ref: S0183 PAC33 
 
1 March 2021 
 
 
Dear Ms. Fallon, 
 
I refer to your letter of 23rd February 2021 concerning the requirements of the 
Department of Public Expenditure and Reform Circular 7 of 2015 and requesting an 
explanation as to why the requirements of the Circular were not met in relation to the 
2019 accounts of Transport Infrastructure Ireland and the Road Safety Authority. 
 
At the outset, I wish to apologise for the Department’s failure to comply in full with the 
Circular’s requirements in this respect.  I have examined the reasons for the delay in 
both cases and set out below a note on each for the information of the Committee. 
 
Transport Infrastructure Ireland (TII)  
The 2019 audited accounts of TII were signed by the Comptroller & Auditor General on 
25th June 2020 and were submitted to the Department on 30th June 2020.  Following 
analysis of the accounts a Memorandum for Government was prepared but, due to the 
summer recess, the accounts were not submitted for inclusion on Cabinet agenda until 
16th September and were approved by Government on 22nd September. The accounts 
were subsequently laid before the Houses of the Oireachtas on the 29th September. 
 
Road Safety Authority (RSA) 
The 2019 RSA accounts were submitted to the Department on 17th July 2020.  This 
followed Ministerial consent for an extension to the deadline under Section 1.7 of the 
Code of Practice 2016.  The Annual Report and Accounts were submitted to the 
Minister on 22nd October 2020. The delay in submitting the Accounts and Report to the 
Minister was due to work pressures within the relevant Division which, at the time, 
was dealing with the very significant impact of COVID restrictions on the services 
provided by the RSA including backlogs in driving tests. The Annual Report and 
Accounts were subsequently approved by Government on 13th November and laid 
before the Houses of the Oireachtas on 17th November 2020. 
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I wish to assure the Committee that both the Department and our agencies strive to 
comply in full with the requirements set out in the Code of Practice for the 
Governance of State Bodies and, in particular, Circular 7 of 2015. The Department is 
committed to comprehensive oversight on all governance matters and works with our 
agencies to achieve compliance on an on-going basis.  Every effort will be made to 
avoid such delays in future.   
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
 
 
____________________________ 
Ken Spratt 
Secretary General 
 
CC: Chairpersons and CEOs at TII and RSA 


