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Kevin OConnell

From: President <President@ucc.ie>
Sent: Monday 30 November 2020 11:51
To: Public Accounts Committee
Cc: President; O'Halloran, John; Collins, Diarmuid
Subject: RE: Correspondence from the Public Accounts Committee
Attachments: 30.11.20 - Letter to Éilis Fallon, Public Accounts Committee ref. S0085 PAC33.pdf

Importance: High

Categories: Correspondence for future meetings

R0225 PAC33 
 
Dear Éilis, 
 
Herewith attached, for your immediate attention and for consideration by the Committee of Public Accounts, my 
response to your letter of 17th November, 2020. 
 
Best regards, 
 
John. 
 
 
Professor John O’Halloran Ph.D. DSc. | Interim President |  
University College Cork| Ireland | Email: president@ucc.ie  j.ohalloran@ucc.ie | Phone +353 (0)21 4903623 

 
 
 
 
 
 

From: Public Accounts Committee <PAC@oireachtas.ie>  
Sent: Tuesday 17 November 2020 12:01 
To: President <President@ucc.ie> 
Subject: Correspondence from the Public Accounts Committee 
 
[EXTERNAL] This email was sent from outside of UCC. 

Dear President O'Halloran,  
 
Please find attached correspondence from the Public Accounts Committee. 
 
Kind regards, 
 
Éilis Fallon  
 
 
Éilis Fallon | Committee of Public Accounts 
Houses of the Oireachtas Service 
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Kildare House, Dublin 2 | D02 XE00 
Tel: (01) 618 3074  

 
https://www.oireachtas.ie/ 
Cuireann Seirbhís Thithe an Oireachtais fáilte roimh chomhfhreagras i nGaeilge. 
 
 

Oireachtas email policy and disclaimer. 
http://www.oireachtas.ie/parliament/about/oireachtasemailpolicyanddisclaimer/ 

 

Beartas ríomhphoist an Oireachtais agus séanadh. 
http://www.oireachtas.ie/parliament/ga/eolas/beartasriomhphoistanoireachtaisagusseanadh/ 
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30th November, 2020. 

By email to: pac@olreachtas.ie 

Ms Eilis Fallon 
Committee Secretariat 
Committee of Public Accounts 
Leinster House 
Dublin 2 
D02 XEOO 

Ref: S0085 PAC33 

Dear Ms Fallon, 

ucc 
Colaiste na hOllscoile Corcaigh 
University College Cork, Ireland 

Oifig an Uachtarain 
President's Office 

An Sciathan Thoir, An Chearn6g Lar, 
Colaiste na hOllscoile Corcaigh, 
B6thar an larthair, Corcaigh, Eire. 
East Wing, Main Quadrangle, 
University College Cork, 
Western Road, Cork, 
Ireland. 

T: +353 (0)21 4902201 
E: president@ucc.ie 

www.ucc.ie 

I refer to your recent correspondence dated 17 November 2020 regarding information 
request for the Committee in relation UCC procurement activity for 2017/18. 

In writing, I wish to advise that 14 individual procurement services contribute to the 
total of €4.4m of identified non-compliance. 

The detail behind these is as follows: 

• C2.7m relates to expenditure on facility and cleaning services that moved into the 
non-complaint category as the University transitioned from its own contract to the 
national OGP framework. The national framework requires the University to avail 
of the OGP shared service model requiring new tender documents. Unanticipated 
delays meant there was a period between the UCC contract expiring and the OGP 
framework beginning, that resulted in a period of non-compliance. The service is 
now fully tendered off the OGP framework and is fully compliant. 

• An amount of C1.4m relates to staffing services the University procures, which 
during the year in question, there was no national framework for the University to 
avail of. The service primarily relates to the hiring of temporary staff covering 
unanticipated absences such as maternity leave and sick leave. While the individual 
services gaps themselves are covered by an individual temporary contract, given 
the unpredictability of the requirement, it has been difficult to secure these services 
within an overarching procurement framework. 

UCC had requested a national framework be put in place for such recruitment to 
assist in achieving compliance and value for money. However, no national 
framework has been put in place. In the absence of same, the University has since 
run its own competition, and these services are now fully compliant. 

• The remaining C0.3m relates to relates to: 

Provision of statutory Health & Safety support and training services. The 
relevant national OGP frameworks have since been reviewed and the University 
plan to tender this in 2021. 
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An tOllamh John O'Halloran PhD, DSc 
Uachtaran Eatramhach 

Professor John O'Halloran PhD, DSc 
Interim President 

Ollscoil na hl:ireann, Corcaigh 
National University of Ireland, Cork 



Timing of contract ending of spend within one area of the University to ensure 
it was part of a pan-university competitive tender when next going to the 
market. 

The University is fully committed to reducing the level of procurement non-compliance. 
It has engaged with the Office of Government Procurement and the Educational 
Procurement Service on providing the Multi Annual Purchasing Plans (MAPP) as well as 
Corporate Procurement Plans to ensure all appropriate non-pay expenditure is properly 
scheduled and procured appropriately. 

Procurement is now a standing item on the University's Finance Committee agenda, and 
they have accepted the need for additional resources to be applied to strengthen the 
University's procurement service. 

In addition, more stringent expenditure controls have been introduced across all 
expenditure headings, given the impact COVID-19 has had on University income. 

I am confident that this increased internal focus and measures will move the University 
to a level of greater compliance in future years. 

Yours sincerely, 

n O'Halloran, 
enm President. 

c.c. Mr. Diarmuid Collins, Bursar/Chief Financial Officer. 
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