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Éilis Fallon 
Committee Secretariat 
Committee of Public Accounts 
Houses of the Oireachtas 
Kildare House 
Dublin 2 - D02 XR20 
 
 
 
23rd February 2021 
 
 
 
Dear Ms Fallon 
 
I refer to your letter dated 17 February last (Ref: S0186 PAC33) requesting an update on the 
procurement of additional rail fleet. The current position is as follows:- 
 
Intermediate Rails Cars (ICRs) 
 
An order was placed in December 2019 for an additional 41 ICRs as part of the on-going investments 
to increase capacity on the Northern Line, the Maynooth / M3 Parkway Line and the Kildare Line.   
 
While the initial delivery date of the first vehicle to Iarnród Éireann was targeted for the end of 2021, 
various delays have occurred in the intervening period, mainly related to the Covid-19 pandemic.   
 
Accordingly, the train manufacturer has now advised that the first carriage is likely to arrive in mid-
2022, with the full order of 41 carriages to be completed before the end of 2022.   
 
Subject to final commissioning by Iarnród Éireann, the new carriages will go into passenger service on 
a phased basis beginning in late 2022, over a six month period. 
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DART Fleet 
 
The DART+ Programme will extend the electrified train network across the Dublin region and 
introduce more frequent train services across all of the lines into Dublin City Centre. 
 
The acquisition of additional fleet for the expanded electrified service is an essential component of 
the overall Programme.   
 
Recognising that further extension of the system may be required in the Dublin region, and the 
commitment in the Cork Metropolitan Area Transport Strategy to electrify and expand the Cork 
Commuter Rail Network, a long-term framework contract providing for the purchase of up to 600 fully 
electric and/or battery/electric rail carriages is currently being tendered.   
 
Tenders have been received for that fleet framework contract and are currently being evaluated.  It is 
expected that the fleet framework contract will be awarded around the end of Q2 of this year.  Exact 
information on delivery timelines and costs is manufacturer dependent, and can only be provided 
subsequent to the identification of the successful tenderer and the award of the contract.  
 
Currently, it is intended that a series of orders will be placed, timed to the rollout of the new DART+ 
infrastructure, with the initial order likely to be in the range of approximately 50 to 60 
vehicles.  However, this initial order size is provisional, and is dependent on a number of factors that 
can only be concluded following the appointment of the successful fleet supplier. 
 
It is envisaged that approximately 260 vehicles (carriages) will be acquired to support the increased 
network of services to be provided under the completed DART+ Programme.   
 
Yours sincerely 
 

 
____________ 
Anne Graham  
Chief Executive 


