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OPW 

Ms. Eilis Fallon, 

Oifig na 
nOibreacha Poibl( 
Office of Public Works 

Committee Secretariat, 
Committee of Public Accounts, 
Leinster House, 
Dublin 2. 

Re: Bellurgan Flood Relief Scheme, Co. Louth 

Dear Ms. Fallon, 

I refer to your correspondence of the 11 th October 2019 regarding the above. 

In August 2016, following discussions between Louth County Council and the OPW funding approval 
was issued by the OPW for the Bellurgan Flood Relief Scheme. The Commissioners of Public Works 
were advised that the scheme was based on significant risk to both public safety and property through 
a potential embankment breach. This is evidenced by a breach in 2002 and an earlier breach nearby 
in 1981, which resulted in the drowning of one person and extensive flooding of land and 
properties. There have been number of cases in the past few years where the embankment was 
overlapped and caused extensive flooding and damage to the embankment. 

Louth County Council commissioned Malachy Walsh & Partners to carry out a cost benefit analysis, 
and a justification report for the proposed works was provided to the OPW. The work involved raising 
the embankment and armouring the crest and back face to mitigate agamst the risk of damage of further 
overlapping events. This work is designed to protect against the estimated 1 :200 annual probability 
tide-plus-surge flood event, which is the OPW standard of protection for coastal schemes 

The construction of the embankment is also designed to be adaptable to sea level rise due to climate 
change in the future - and is therefore compatible with the OPW's policy in respect of climate adaptation 
for flood defences. Based on the freeboard built into the existing works, and the scope for future 
adaptability to rising sea levels, the OPW is satisfied that these works have been designed and built to 
defend against the standard of coastal flood protection for many years, and can be appropriately 
managed to respond to longer-term climate change into the future. 

Louth County Council, as Contracting Authority, progressed the project and managed the delivery of 
the scheme. The Council has also confirmed that the works were carried out to a high standard and are 
in accordance with the drawings and specifications prepared by Malachy Walsh and Partners. Testing 
was carried out on material to ensure that they met the specifications. Louth County Council also 
supervised the works with spot checks carried out by Malachy Walsh and Partners during the 
construction phase. 

The project, as approved, is now complete with total expenditure amounting to €714,000 (inclusive of 
VAT) and all payments have been made to the contractor. 

I trust the above information is of assistance and should any additional information or clarification be 
required, please do not hesitate in contacting me. 

Yours sincerely, 

Maurice Buckley 
Chairman 

9th March 2020 
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