
R0064 PAC33
An Roinn Airgeadais 
Department of Finance 

J:::> May 2020 

Ms Eilis Fallon 
Committee Secretariat 
Committee of Public Accounts 
Leinster House 
Dublin 2 

Dear Ms Fallon, 

I refer to your letter of 10 December 2019 and relevant transcript from the meeting of the 

Committee regarding the release of information on individual barristers' fees, including 

correspondence received from the Data Protection Commission dealing with the matters raised. 

An interim response issued to the Committee on 18 December 2019 whereby I set out that the 

Department is approaching this issue constructively and intends to revert to our original 

practice of providing this information if we are not legally prohibited from doing so. 

By way of summary, you will recall that the Department received advices from the Office of 

the Attorney General in April 2019 advising that the release of personal information of fee 

payments to individual barristers in response to a PQ was likely to be in breach of GDPR. 

Subsequently in preparing Parliamentary Questions for reply, the Department aggregated the 

fee information of individual barristers. 

As part of this process, the Committee will be aware that the correspondence from the DPC 

was subsequently provided to the Office of the Attorney General along with a further request 

for advices as to whether it is possible for the Department to return to our preferred practice of 

providing this detailed information in respect of fees paid to barristers. I committed to 
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providing a substantive response to the Committee once the Department was in receipt of 

advices from the AGOs. The Department has now received these advices. 

Having considered those advices, the Department has concluded that although legal issues 

might arise in respect of the release of individual fees on a general basis, there are individual 

occasions where these difficulties can be overcome on the basis of legitimate interests in the 

release of the information. 

As you will be aware, this is in line with the position of the DPC, which concluded in its letter 

to the Committee that "it will be a matter for any individual public body to assess whether 

disclosure of fees paid out of public funds to individuals, whether barristers or otherwise, is 

appropriate having regard to any relevant legal basis and appropriate safeguards". 

The Department has now undertaken the necessary assessment ( as required under Article 

6(1)(f) GDPR) to determine whether, on balance, the information may be provided to the Public 

Accounts Committee. This assessment requires a consideration of the purpose of the legitimate 

interest pursued and the need for the Department to process the personal data, balanced against 

consideration of the fundamental rights and freedoms of the person concerned. 

Following this exercise, the Department has determined that the requirements of Article 6(1 )(f) 

GDPR are met in this instance, and is satisfied that the detail of Counsel fees can be provided 

to the Oireachtas ( either to the PAC or via responses to Parliamentary Questions). 

Previous data provided to the PAC in October 2019 included information on payments made 

up to that date. Since that date, the majority of the increase in costs incurred has been in respect 

of fees paid to Counsel. Please find attached to this correspondence a breakdown of expenditure 

related to the Apple State aid case to the end March 2020. This is the most recent consolidated 

data available, as updated fee data is collated on a monthly basis (i.e. expenditure to end of 

March is collated in April). 

In total, expenditure of approximately €8.4 million has been incurred in respect of the Apple 

State aid case across all State parties involved, namely the Department of Finance, the 

CSSO/AGOs, Revenue, the NTMA and the Central Bank oflreland. This includes expenditure 

incurred from the time of the initial Commission State aid investigation, the ongoing appeal of 



the Commission's decision, as well as costs associated with the State's legal obligation to 

recover the alleged aid. In total, approximately €4 million of this total is expenditure incurred 

in relation to the recovery of the alleged aid. As this is an important issue for the State, it will 

continue to be funded as necessary. 

Yours sincerely, 

Derek Moran 

Secretary General 



Total to end 
Service Provider 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 March 2020 

Will iam Fry €206,668 €2,082,204 €798,046 €118,083 €77,427 €3,282,428 

PWC €327,057 €268,343 €15,324 €610,724 

Mccann FitzGerald €67,650 €455,900 €18,909 €542,459 

Baker McKenzie LLP €84,251 €63,663 €51,612 €199,527 

Hogan Lovells €3,936 €3,936 

Eurotext Translation €1,250 €7,782 €31,875 €2,701 €41,405 €14,074 €99,088 

Word Perfect Translations €4,273 €4,273 

Aoife Goodman BL €23,763 €55,052 €29,761 €135,133 €13,899 €73,800 €331,409 

Barry Doherty BL €4,113 €66,057 €1,230 €141,656 €211,361 €157,050 €581,467 

Benedict O'Floinn BL €49,194 €49,194 

Brian Murray SC €36,470 €8,118 €44,588 

Catherine Donnelly BL €80,043 €60,098 €140,141 

Ciaran 6 hOgartaigh €3,874 €3,874 

Conor Quigley QC €58,538 €58,538 

Denis McDonald SC €9,332 €27,823 €53,921 €126,289 €2,460 €219,824 

James Byrne BL €961 €961 

Judge John Cooke SC €5,060 €14,145 €19,205 

Mary Walsh €3,075 €3,075 

Maurice Collins SC €25,461 €89,184 €45,004 €171,159 €126,936 €173,934 €39,985 €671,664 

Noel Travers SC €26,378 €26,378 

Paul Gallagher SC €160,914 €138,899 €272,423 €40,007 €612,242 

Philip Baker QC €49,183 €151,761 €66,526 €89,850 €95,944 €155,540 €608,804 

Richard Collier €63,285 €10,841 €74,126 

Suzanne Kingston BL €106,346 €68,253 €93,062 €267,660 

Total €4,113 €182,058 €659,890 €1,002,124 €3,429,826 €1,752,583 €1,123,251 €301,740 €8,455,584 

Note: These figures include expenditure incurred in relation to the Apple State aid case by all State parties up to the end of March 2020. Figures are collated monthly in 

arrears. 

These figures include expenditure incurred from the time of the Commission 's initial State aid investigation, the ongoing appeal of the Commission's decision and 

expenditure incurred in relation to the State's legal obligation to recover the alleged aid. 




