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Introduction 

I thank the Chairman and members and I am very pleased to be able to join the Committee 
today in considering the Revised Estimate 2019 for the Department of Rural and Community 
Development.  

My responsibilities include, amongst other thing: 

• oversight of the work of the Western Development Commission; 

• functions relating to the Department's input on regional development and rural 
broadband; 

• oversight of a number of the funding schemes under the community programme;  

• functions relation to the Dormant Accounts Fund; and 

• oversight of the Charities Regulator.  

As Minister Ring has mentioned Project Ireland 2040 has placed a very strong emphasis on 
regional development and how balanced regional development is essential for the country 
to grow in a more sustainable way. I believe the Department has a very strong role to play in 
ensuring that objective is achieved.  

Regional Development – WDC, AEC & Broadband 

In particular, the Western Development Commission has an important role in terms of 
supporting development in the Western Region. It actively and successfully promotes the 
region as a great place to live, work and run a business. It also manages a €32 million 
Western Investment Fund that provides loan capital to small and medium enterprises in the 
region. 

The revised estimate for 2019 will see funding for the Western Development Commission 
increase from €1.5 million to €2 million. This will allow the WDC to increase the impact of 
the Western Investment Fund, and also enhance their contribution the work of developing 
the Atlantic Economic Corridor.  

The Atlantic Economic Corridor aims to build an offering of scale along the west coast to 
drive economic development along the entire area. The initiative is about getting all regions, 
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local authority areas and communities along the Western Seaboard to work together in 
terms of building on the regions strengths and attracting investment to the region as a 
whole.  

In addition to the increased funding for WDC, funding of €30,000 is also being made 
available in 2019 to each of the 10 local authorities along the corridor to co-fund an AEC 
officer in each authority.   

The collaborative work of the Department, the WDC and local authorities will ensure a much 
enhanced resource working on the AEC project, and a co-ordinated approach to its 
development.  

With regard rural broadband and mobile phone coverage, the role of the Department is to 
support the local authorities in preparing for the rollout of the National Broadband Plan. 
This involves officials working closely with local authorities to identify and mitigate any 
barriers that may delay rollout.  

In 2019 the Department will provide €42,000 to each local authority to support a broadband 
officer, whose role is to facilitate the rollout of telecommunications infrastructure. This is an 
essential role and one that has been recognised by industry as having a transformative 
impact on their relationship with local authorities and central government.  

Supports for the Community & Voluntary Sector 

The Department also has lead responsibility for developing the relationship between the 
State and community and voluntary sector and for setting the policy framework in this area. 
€12.6 million is budgeted in 2019 to provide supports for the community and voluntary 
sector.  This includes around €6.5 million for the Scheme to Support National Organisations, 
€2.3 million for Seniors Alerts, and €3.2 million to support volunteering, and a network of 21 
volunteer centres around the country.  

Again this funding will have positive impacts right across the country and supports those 
organisations and people who make an enormous contribution to furthering social and 
community development throughout the country.  

In addition, the ongoing development of Public Participation Networks continues and the 
allocation for this area in 2019 is increased from €1.55 million to €1.75 million. This will 
allow an increased allocation to be made available by the Department to each PPN, with 
match funding of at least €30,000 from the relevant local authority. The Department has 
also continued to provide practical support to underpin the PPNs, including the publication 
of a PPN User Guide to support all PPN stakeholders - member organisations, secretariats, 
Resource Workers and local authorities - in progressing a nationally consistent framework 
for PPNs. 

Dormant Accounts Fund 

With regard to the Dormant Accounts Fund, the allocation for 2019 is €12.57 million, which 
is an increase of €2 million on the 2018 allocation.  
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In line with the Dormant Accounts Act, this funding must be utilised to address social, 
economic or educational disadvantage, or to support those with a disability. Funding is 
earmarked for a number of projects in 2019, which will address disadvantage right across 
the country, for example:  

• the Social Innovation Fund Ireland is being allocated up to €5 million to continue its 
excellent work; 

• the Seniors Alerts Scheme is being allocated up to €2 million to supplement its 
funding and meet the level of demand for the scheme;  

• Up to €2 million is being provided for capital supports for Social Enterprise; 

• Up to €1.2 million will be provided to establish permanent Volunteer centres in areas 
which do not yet have them; 

• Up to €1 million will be used to support employment along the AEC.  

 

Charities Regulator 

Before closing I would also note that the revised estimate provides €4.6 million in funding in 
2019 for the Charities Regulatory Authority. The Charities Regulator is Ireland's national 
statutory regulator for charitable organisations. The general function of the Regulator is to 
regulate charitable organisations operating in Ireland, in order to increase public trust and 
confidence in their management and administration. By the end of 2018 there were 9,799 
charities registered with the CRA. 2019 will see the CRA publish it second strategy statement 
and in particular develop and publish guidance to assist charities in implementing the 
Charities Code of Governance.  

Concluding comments 

In conclusion, I am delighted to be working with the Minister Ring in progressing our remit 
of supporting rural and community development, contributing to the economic and social 
development of rural Ireland, and supporting the wellbeing of our communities.  

I am committed to ensuring that the funding being provided to the Department supports 
these goals and delivers for people and communities throughout the country.  

I am happy to answer any questions that committee members might have. I want to thank 
the Committee for its invitation to attend today to discuss the Revised Estimate for my 
Department for 2019.  


