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Chairman; Members of the Committee 

 

I welcome this opportunity to present the 2018 Supplementary Estimate for 

Vote 27: International Co-operation. 

 

When the Taoiseach launched Global Ireland, our strategy for doubling the 

scope and impact of Ireland’s global footprint and influence by 2025, the 

Government also committed to achieving the UN target for ODA spend of 0.7% 

of GNI by 2030.  

Thanks to the extraordinary efforts of the Irish people our economic recovery 

is now well established and we now see the real benefits through increased 

resources to public services.   

For 2019 we allocated €817 million to Official Development Assistance (ODA) - 

a very substantial investment on behalf of the taxpayer and a clear 

demonstration of this Government’s commitment to our aid programme. It is 

also the first step towards delivering on the UN 0.7% target.  

However, robust economic growth has put a downward pressure on our ODA / 

GNI percentage outturn, and over the recent past and we have seen the target 

fall from a high of 0.59% in 2008 to 0.32% in 2017.   



For 2018 we set a target of 0.3%. As it stands, and based on current projections 

for GNI and allocated levels of ODA, we are now unlikely to deliver on this 

target.   

The Supplementary Estimate I am now proposing will facilitate delivering the 

ODA / GNI% target of 0.30% in 2018. This brings the total 2018 budget 

allocation to Vote 27 to €515 million, which coupled with ODA from other 

Government Departments and Ireland’s share of the EU Development Co-

operation Budget, will, I am confident, deliver on the 0.3% ODA / GNI% target 

for this year    

These additional resources will help,     

• Contribute to Ireland delivering an ODA / GNI  % of at least 0.3% for 

2018;  

• Support delivery on key political commitments, including the Taoiseach’s 

commitment to increase Ireland’s contribution to the EU Trust Fund for 

Africa;  

• Contribute to delivering on Ireland’s clear commitments to education 

and in particular education for girls;  

• Support effective multilateralism and rules based international order in 

response to the changing international politics  - which has seen, for 

example, the withdrawal of funding from organisations such as UNWRA 

and UNFPA 

• Build on a government priority to increase support to conflict prevention 

and peacebuilding. 

  



New policy for international development 

I also want to take this opportunity to briefly touch on Ireland’s new policy for 

international development, which we will launch early in the new year.   

Our new policy will deliver a fresh approach to the transformative ambition of 

the United Nations Sustainable Development Goals, is defined by our values, 

reflects current realities, and responds to the challenges of the increasingly 

complex international and development cooperation landscape. 

It will be built on the foundation of the SDGs, which provide an interconnected 

international policy framework for action, allowing the space to specialise and 

to sharpen our focus.  

Our primary focus will be on the furthest behind first.  We will have a central 

focus on addressing extreme poverty, vulnerability and marginalised groups. 

We will build on our track record in reaching the poorest and most vulnerable. 

We recognise that there is much to do, and reaching those who to date have 

been left out of progress will be difficult. 

We have identified a number of key areas which we are working to flesh out.  

These include reducing humanitarian need, promoting gender equality, 

strengthening our work to address climate change, and to strengthen 

governance.  We want to work in a structured and strategic way across these 

key strategies, such that each reinforces the other.   A culture of respect for 

human rights will underpin our work.  We will use our leadership and influence 

in multilateral forums to build collective support for targeted actions in 

support of interventions in these areas.  

Conflict prevention and protection will be a key focus, building on our own 

experience here at home and responding also to the call of the UN Secretary 



General on the need to focus on prevention.  We will seek to reinforce the 

intersections between Ireland’s peacekeeping and conflict resolution work, 

political engagement, development cooperation and humanitarian action.  

Conclusion   

I have often said I am passionate about Ireland’s development cooperation 

programme, and in making sure that we excel in how we target and deliver our 

resources for maximum impact.   We are reducing inequality, poverty and 

hunger.  We bring our authentic experience to this work delivering a world 

class programme, aimed at some of the world’s most vulnerable and 

marginalised people, helping to save lives, build livelihoods and bring lifesaving  

humanitarian assistance to those most in need and in times of crisis    

 

I welcome comments and questions from Committee Members.  


