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Introductory Statement from Anne Graham, Chief Executive Officer, National 

Transport Authority 

Chairperson and members of the committee, thank you for the invitation to attend. I 

understand that the Committee wishes to focus upon the current situation pertaining to 

BusConnects and MetroLink.  To assist me in dealing with your subsequent questions I am 

joined by Hugh Creegan, Deputy CEO with the Authority. 

BusConnects 

The BusConnects programme of works consists of many strands, all combining to provide a 

more efficient and more attractive bus service in our cities and towns. Last year we started 

the work on BusConnects Dublin and carried out a major public consultation on a revised 

network for Dublin’s bus services. We received over 30,000 submissions and we are 

continuing to work on the revisions to the proposed network. This work will be completed 

this summer, however, in deference to the requests received from public representatives, 

we will commence the consultation on the revised network in September this year. 

BusConnects Bus Corridors 

The aim of BusConnects is to transform Dublin’s bus system, with the BusConnects Core Bus 

Corridor project providing 230kms of dedicated bus lanes and 200km of cycle lanes on 

sixteen of the busiest bus corridors in and out of the city centre. This project is fundamental 

to addressing the congestion issues in the Dublin region with the population due to grow by 

25% by 2040, bringing it to almost 1.55m. 

Bus services provide the main form of public transport across Dublin with 67% of public 

transport journeys each day made by bus. The level of commuting to work by bicycle has 

also increased by 43% since 2011 and the need for better and safer cycling facilities will be 

provided through the rollout of the Core Bus Corridor project.    

The first phase of the public consultations commenced in November 2018 with the second 

phase starting in January 2019 and the third phase commencing on 26th February 2019. The 

closing dates for the consultation have been extended by one month on all phases as 

follows: Phase 1 on 29th March, Phase 2 on 30th April and Phase 3 on 31st May.  
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Since the launch of Phase 1 of the BusConnects Core Bus corridors, the BusConnects 

customer service team has responded to approximately 1000 calls. A total of 2,400 emails 

and webforms have been received to-date which are a combination of queries, information 

requests and submissions. Over 3,500 hard copies of brochures have been issued.  

Since November 2018, representatives from the NTA have met nearly 230 property owners 

regarding the current proposals. This equates to about 15% of all affected property owners 

seeking a one-to-one meeting. 

Over 1200 people have attended the 12 public information events that have been held for 

phase 1 and phase 2 corridors since November to date. Phase 3 public information events 

are commencing this week - Bray to city centre and UCD to Ballsbridge on Tuesday and 

Wednesday respectively. 

A total of 11 of Community Forum meetings have also been held for phase 1 and phase 2 

corridors with approximately 750 attendees in total representing community groups, 

residents associations and other organisations. The Phase 3 Community Fora will commence 

in 2 weeks.  

 

MetroLink 

Last year, the National Transport Authority and Transport Infrastructure Ireland published 

the Emerging Preferred Route for a north-south, high-frequency metro line linking Swords, 

Dublin Airport through the city centre to Sandyford; connecting with heavy rail, DART, bus 

and Luas services, thereby creating a more integrated public transport system in the Greater 

Dublin area. 

This proposal was the merger of two projects, Metro North and Metro South, which have 

been proposed for over two decades and which were included in the Transport Strategy for 

the Greater Dublin Area 2016-2035 developed by the Authority and approved by the then 

Minister for Transport, Tourism & Sport. 
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MetroLink, BusConnects and DART expansion are three major transport infrastructure 

projects included in Project Ireland 2040. Together they will enable the development of 

reliable, sustainable, affordable, integrated public transport that will support the economy, 

help Ireland meet its climate change targets and make Dublin a better place to live, work, 

shop or visit.  

The public consultation on the on the Emerging Preferred Route was held between March 

and May of 2018. Both TII and the NTA have reflected on the views expressed and have 

responded in the design of the Preferred Route which was published yesterday. We believe 

that the Preferred Route proposed will address many of the concerns and deliver a better 

project. 

Among the most significant changes is the proposal that the construction of the MetroLink 

in the Mobhi Road area will no longer require the acquisition of the playing fields of Na 

Fianna CLG. In consultation with Home Farm FC, we now propose to construct a more 

compact station under their pitch. The pitch will be unavailable during the estimated three-

year construction process but will be fully restored afterwards.  

A second significant change is the arrangement around Charlemont. The route we published 

last year included a proposal to upgrade the Luas Green line to Metro standard, in line with 

the Transport Strategy for the Greater Dublin Area. 

It is projected that the number of people seeking to travel on the Green Line in future years 

will exceed the carrying capacity of the Luas system, requiring an upgrade. However, that 

upgrade is not expected to be needed for some time – perhaps twenty years or so. 

During and following the consultation on the Emerging Preferred Route, a concern arose 

about the need to close the Green Line for a prolonged period during its upgrade to metro 

service and the tie-in of the tunnelled section of Metrolink. Acknowledging these concerns, 

an alternative approach has been developed that allows the new section of metro line to be 

built now, with the Green Line conversion to Metro, to occur at an appropriate point in the 

future. 

The plan we published yesterday is to develop the section from Swords to Charlemont with 

an interchange from Metro to Luas at Charlemont. The required tunnel boring works to 
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allow the future connection to the existing Luas line will be completed as part of this current 

phase.  

In the city centre, changes have been made to the plan that will reduce disruption and make 

it easier for other public transport services to continue to operate during construction. 

In O’Connell St, an opportunity has arisen to create an integrated station, under what was 

the old Carlton development site. The location and construction of this station in the 

original proposal would have presented a significant challenge to Luas services, bus services, 

and vehicular traffic on O’Connell Street. We are working with the owners of this property 

with a view to integrating the O’Connell station into the proposed site development. 

Disruption in St Stephen’s Green area will also be reduced under the new plans. This station 

will be located as previously proposed at St Stephen’s Green East, but we are now moving it 

slightly south so that Hume Street can remain open during construction, and slightly west so 

as to avoid closing the road during construction. This also means we can avoid a major 

sewer that would otherwise require diversion. St Stephen’s Green park itself will be 

impacted to a small extent as a result. 

In Ballymun too, the station is to move a short distance. It will now lie adjacent to the R108 

partly under the site of the old shopping centre, where plans are in place for a new mixed 

use quarter following its demolition. This will cause far less disruption during construction 

and we believe is a much better all-around solution for Ballymun. 

The number of homes that will need to be acquired for the project has been reduced in the 

Preferred Route we published yesterday. For example, an apartment building near 

Glasnevin Station, which is currently home to about 40 people, will no longer need to be 

acquired. 

However, despite a significant effort on behalf of TII and the NTA, it has not been possible to 

relocate the Metrolink station at Tara to avoid the acquisition of College Gate apartments 

and the Markievicz Sport and Fitness Centre. Both NTA and TII will take whatever measures 

we can to mitigate the impact on residents and leisure centre users. We propose to assist 

residential tenants to secure alternative accommodation and pay the costs of their new 

accommodation for up to one year. For owner-occupier apartments, we will provide 
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assistance in locating and securing an alternative property, in addition to paying appropriate 

compensation. With regard to the Sport and Fitness Centre, we are consulting with Dublin 

City Council on a plan to build a replacement facility. 

Public consultation on the Preferred Route for Metrolink has now commenced and will 

continue until 21st May 2019. There will be a number of public information events at various 

venues over the coming weeks. 

It is expected that a Railway Order application will be made in 2020, with a decision from An 

Bord Pleanala anticipated in the following year. Construction is likely to take six to seven 

years. 

Benefits 

There will be many benefits of the MetroLink project which will support the future 

development and growth of Dublin’s capital city. 

 It will greatly enhance public transport capacity and accessibility to the city centre 

and the surrounding corridor for commuters, businesses, retail, education, tourism 

and the overall sustainability of the city. 

 There will be an improvement for domestic and international travel connections 

provided by access to and from Dublin airport and through the national rail and road 

network. 

 There will be decreased road traffic congestion on journeys to and from the Airport 

and crossing the city from North to South. MetroLink will include a park and ride for 

over 3,000 vehicles at Estuary, Swords. 

 There will be faster journey times with high frequency and high reliability by 

MetroLink between Swords, the airport and the city centre. 

 There will be a more integrated and improved quality of interchanges with Luas, 

DART, rail and bus transport hubs across the city with more direct journey 

opportunities. 

 MetroLink can enhance social inclusion, providing new links from urban areas of 

Dublin to jobs and services in the city and across the suburbs. 
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 The project will support both the regeneration of existing areas and the 

development of new areas. 

 It will generate employment during construction and operation and will support 

economic growth once operational. 

 The metro system will support the environment by promoting a modal shift from car 

to public transport. This will help reduce emissions and energy consumption in 

addition to improving air quality and reducing road congestion.  

That concludes my statement.

 


