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IAA Representatives 

Capt. Maurice O’Connor 

Assist. Director Flight 
Operations 

38 years airline 
experience 

Capt. James Courtney  

Manager for Airline 
Standards 

34 years airline 
experience 



Irelands Framework for Aviation 

Regulatory Oversight  

IAA 

Safety Regulation 

Air Operations 

Air Operator Certificate 
(AOC for airline) 

CAR 

Economic / Financial 

Inc. Air Passenger Rights 

Air Transport Operators 
Licence (ATOL for airline) 



IAA Overview 

Commercial Semi-State Agency 

Primary Functions: 

 - Safety & Security Regulation of civil aviation in Ireland 

 - Provision of Air Traffic Control services in Irish airspace.  

660 staff (Pilots, Aeronautical Engineers, Air Traffic 
Controllers, Radio Officers, etc)  

Receives no state funding  



Safety Oversight 

Key role for the IAA: Safety oversight of aircraft, 
aviation personnel, airports, airspace.   

Complies with International and European Standards 

Ranked amongst the best in the world in the safety 
oversight of civil aviation 

ICAO Safety Ranking Position  

UAE 1 

Canada  2  

France  3 

Ireland  4 (2nd in Europe) 

UK  5  



Role of the Safety Regulator in 

Member States 

A National Aviation Authority’s remit (such as IAA) is to ensure 
that airlines comply with EU regulations 

The airline achieves this by implementing its policies and 
procedures which are contained in a suite of Operations 
Manuals 

Each airline is entirely responsible for managing its operations 
through this process, which are continuously updated in order 
to meet changes in European regulations (provided it is deemed 
acceptable by the IAA as safety regulator)  



IAA Oversight Approach 

IAA have a 24-month oversight audit program in place 
for all Irish airlines. This program combines both 
planned and unplanned inspections over the entire 
airline operators network. 

Furthermore IAA has: 

• Daily exchange 

• Monthly Flight Operations meetings  

• Annual reviews 

The IAA Audits are conducted to ensure  regulatory 
compliance with European and international standards.  



Flight Time Limitations (FTL)  

Historic FTL 

• FTL regulations have been in place across 
Europe for many years. 

• Member States were not aligned in various 
FTL / Licencing requirements. 

• In Ireland, Calendar Year was accepted as 
April to March in-line with the financial year. 



Flight Time Limitations (FTL)  

New FTL 

• 2014: EU agrees new EU FTL regulations = 
Commission Regulation (EU) No. 83/2014 

• Compliance was required by 18th Feb 
2016 

• All Irish airlines implemented this 
requirement in full  



Flight Time Limitations (FTL)  

New FTL – Specific Requirements 
ORO.FTL.210 Flight times and duty periods 

 

(a)The total duty periods to which a crew member may be assigned shall not exceed: 

 

(1)  60 duty hours in any 7 consecutive days; 

 

(2)  110 duty hours in any 14 consecutive days; and 

 

(3)  190 duty hours in any 28 consecutive days, spread as evenly as practicable throughout that 

period. 

 

(b) The total flight time of the sectors on which an individual crew member is assigned as an 

operating crew member shall not exceed:  

 

(1) 100 hours of flight time in any 28 consecutive days; 

 

(2) 900 hours of flight time in any calendar year; and 

 

(3) 1,000 hours of flight time in any 12 consecutive calendar months. 

 



Flight Time Limitations (FTL)  

2015/16 Approach Change 

• Most other EU Member States traditionally used Jan-Dec 
calendar year.  

• In 2015/16, the matter was debated with EC/EASA. 

• Such alignment offers European system-wide benefits, e.g. 
individual pilot harmonisation of FTL (e.g. Irish pilot FTL synched 
with other Member States). 

• In 2016, Ireland elected to require its airlines to align with the 
Jan-Dec calendar year as agreed the EC/EASA.  

Irrespective of what calendar year is used, pilots are 
limited in the hours they can fly in any given day, 
month or year. 



Ryanair 

Operations: 

• Fleet of 403 Boeing aircraft operating from 87 
operational bases to +190 airports from +30 countries.  

Flight Crew Numbers:   

•  Over 4,000 Pilots and over 8,700 Cabin Crew.  

Safety Performance: 

• Good engagement with the Safety Regulator.  

• Fully compliant with all EU/EASA regulations.  

• Strong historic/current safety performance. 



Ryanair – Flight Cancellations 

The cancellation of flights by Ryanair:  

• Commercial decision entirely at its own 
discretion.  

Ryanair has accepted full 
responsibility for the current 
situation.  



Conclusions 

Irish Aviation Authority as Safety Regulator is 
completely independent of commercial issues.  

IAA oversight ensures safety is maintained to 
the European and  International standards.   

IAA honours all its European (EASA) & 
International (ICAO) obligations to the full. 


