TERMS OF REFERENCE

a. Functions of the Committee - derived from Standing Orders [DSO 82A; SSO
70A]
(1) The Select Committee shall consider and report to the Dail on—

(a) such aspects of the expenditure, administration and policy of the relevant
Government Department or Departments and associated public bodies as
the Committee may select, and

(b) European Union matters within the remit of the relevant Department or
Departments.

(2) The Select Committee may be joined with a Select Committee appointed by
Seanad Eireann to form a Joint Committee for the purposes of the functions
set out below, other than at paragraph (3), and to report thereon to both
Houses of the Oireachtas.

(3) Without prejudice to the generality of paragraph (1), the Select Committee
shall consider, in respect of the relevant Department or Departments, such—

(a) Bills,

(b) proposals contained in any motion, including any motion within the
meaning of Standing Order 164,

(c) Estimates for Public Services, and

(d) other matters

as shall be referred to the Select Committee by the Dail, and
(e) Annual Output Statements, and

(f) such Value for Money and Policy Reviews as the Select Committee may
select.

(4) The Joint Committee may consider the following matters in respect of the
relevant Department or Departments and associated public bodies, and
report thereon to both Houses of the Oireachtas:

(@) matters of policy for which the Minister is officially responsible,
(b) public affairs administered by the Department,

(c) policy issues arising from Value for Money and Policy Reviews conducted
or commissioned by the Department,

(d) Government policy in respect of bodies under the aegis of the
Department,

(e) policy issues concerning bodies which are partly or wholly funded by the
State or which are established or appointed by a member of the
Government or the Oireachtas,

(f) the general scheme or draft heads of any Bill published by the Minister,

(g) statutory instruments, including those laid or laid in draft before either
House or both Houses and those made under the European Communities
Acts 1972 to 2009,

(h) strategy statements laid before either or both Houses of the Oireachtas
pursuant to the Public Service Management Act 1997,

(/) annual reports or annual reports and accounts, required by law, and laid
before either or both Houses of the Oireachtas, of the Department or



(5)

(6)

(7)

(8)

bodies referred to in paragraph (4)(d) and (e) and the overall operational
results, statements of strategy and corporate plans of such bodies, and

(j) such other matters as may be referred to it by the Dail and/or Seanad
from time to time.

Without prejudice to the generality of paragraph (1), the Joint Committee
shall consider, in respect of the relevant Department or Departments—

(@) EU draft legislative acts standing referred to the Select Committee under
Standing Order 105, including the compliance of such acts with the
principle of subsidiarity,

(b) other proposals for EU legislation and related policy issues, including
programmes and guidelines prepared by the European Commission as a
basis of possible legislative action,

(c) non-legislative documents published by any EU institution in relation to
EU policy matters, and

(d) matters listed for consideration on the agenda for meetings of the
relevant EU Council of Ministers and the outcome of such meetings.

A sub-Committee stands established in respect of each Department within
the remit of the Select Committee to consider the matters outlined in
paragraph (3), and the following arrangements apply to such sub-
Committees:

(@) the matters outlined in paragraph (3) which require referral to the Select
Committee by the Dail may be referred directly to such sub-Committees,
and

(b) each such sub-Committee has the powers defined in Standing Order 83(1)
and (2) and may report directly to the Dail, including by way of Message
under Standing Order 87.

The Chairman of the Joint Committee, who shall be a member of Dail
Eireann, shall also be the Chairman of the Select Committee and of any sub-
Committee or Committees standing established in respect of the Select
Committee.

The following may attend meetings of the Select or Joint Committee, for the
purposes of the functions set out in paragraph (5) and may take part in
proceedings without having a right to vote or to move motions and
amendments:

(a) Members of the European Parliament elected from constituencies in
Ireland, including Northern Ireland,

(b) Members of the Irish delegation to the Parliamentary Assembly of the
Council of Europe, and

(c) at the invitation of the Committee, other Members of the European
Parliament.



b. Scope and Context of Activities of Committees (as derived from Standing
Orders [DSO 82; SSO 70]

(1)

(2)

(3)

(4)

(5)

The Joint Committee may only consider such matters, engage in such activities,
exercise such powers and discharge such functions as are specifically authorised
under its orders of reference and under Standing Orders.

Such matters, activities, powers and functions shall be relevant to, and shall arise
only in the context of, the preparation of a report to the D&il and/or Seanad.

It shall be an instruction to all Select Committees to which Bills are referred that
they shall ensure that not more than two Select Committees shall meet to
consider a Bill on any given day, unless the Dail, after due notice given by the
Chairman of the Select Committee, waives this instruction on motion made by the
Taoiseach pursuant to Dail Standing Order 26. The Chairmen of Select
Committees shall have responsibility for compliance with this instruction.

The Joint Committee shall not consider any matter which is being considered, or
of which notice has been given of a proposal to consider, by the Committee of
Public Accounts pursuant to Dail Standing Order 163 and/or the Comptroller and
Auditor General (Amendment) Act 1993.

The Joint Committee shall refrain from inquiring into in public session or
publishing confidential information regarding any matter if so requested, for
stated reasons given in writing, by—

(a) a member of the Government or a Minister of State, or

(b) the principal office-holder of a body under the aegis of a Department or
which is partly or wholly funded by the State or established or
appointed by a member of the Government or by the Oireachtas:

Provided that the Chairman may appeal any such request made to the Ceann Combhairle
/ Cathaoirleach whose decision shall be final.



