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Introduction - 

This is the contribution of the Joint Committee on Housing, Planning and Local 

Government in response to the motion passed by both Dáil Éireann and Seanad 

Éireann on 3rd October 2017 in relation to the Draft National Planning Framework 

– Ireland 2040: Our Plan. 

The motion passed by the Houses; 

- requests the Joint Committee on Housing, Planning and Local Government 

to collate and submit any observations or recommendations during this 

final consultation period for consideration by the Government, with the 

approval of the Committee on behalf of both Houses of the Oireachtas for 

the proposed strategy of the draft National Planning Framework; 

The Joint Committee engaged with Mr. Eoghan Murphy, T.D., Minister for 

Housing, Planning and Local Government, Mr. Damien English T.D., Minister of 

State for Housing and Urban Development and officials from the Department on 

18th October 2017 in relation to the Draft National Planning Framework. 

Following this engagement, the Committee has agreed the following 

observations and recommendations on the Draft National Planning Framework. 

Deputy Eoin Ó’Broin, formally dissents to the observations and recommendations 

contained in this contribution. 

Observations and Recommendations of the Joint Committee - 

 The Committee recommends an extension of the public consultation by 

one month. An extensive advertising campaign should be undertaken to 

highlight this fact; 

 The Committee is broadly supportive of the Draft National Planning 

Framework – Ireland 2040:Our Plan (the Plan); 

 the Committee is concerned that no detail has been provided in relation to 

the Capital Investment Plan due for publication in tandem with the 

National Planning Framework. The Committee believe that greater 

transparency and engagement is needed in relation to the Capital 

Investment Plan; 

 the Committee believe that effective land management, in particular land 

controlled by State agencies, is a crucial factor for the implementation of 

the Plan; 
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 the Committee believe that the Plan should have greater emphasis 

towards sustainable public transport;  

 the Committee recommend that public transport providers be required to 

increase coordination in the delivery of their services;  

 the Committee believe that the Plan should be future proofed for 

advancements in technology, specifically providing for a mechanism for 

the inclusion of technological innovation in planning matters; 

 the Committee believe that greater emphasis be placed within the Plan on 

the critical infrastructure needed to allow towns and villages to develop;  

 the Committee believe that a clear mechanism be developed for the re-

designation of towns and villages if they change in population size. In 

particular the Plan has to be dynamic to take account of demographic 

changes; 

 the Committee believe that greater emphasis be provided to the 

establishment of Technological Universities within the Plan; 

 the Committee believe that greater emphasis should be given to 

increasing Ireland’s energy security within the Plan with indigenous 

renewable energy sources given greater priority; 

 the Committee believe that greater emphasis should be provided within 

the Plan to urban renewal and the re-adaption of older homes to suit 

modern living needs; 

 the Committee believe that Figure 7.2 Areas for Cross-Border Local Co-

ordination, Co-Ordinated Spatial Planning be amended to read “Develop 

the critical mass of the Newry-Dundalk-Drogheda area to compete with 

other larger cities”, and/or the creation of Drogheda as a city. 

 the Committee believe that the inclusion of measureable targets and 

annual progress reports be included in the Plan as a form of accountability 

to the Houses of the Oireachtas. 
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Conclusion - 

The Committee request that the observations and recommendations as outlined 

in this contribution be taken into account in the final draft of the National 

Planning Framework. 

 

 
_______________________ 

 
Maria Bailey T.D. 
Chair  

26th October 2017 
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Appendix I – Committee Membership 

 

Joint Committee on Housing, Planning & Local Government 

 

Deputies  

Committee Membership: 

Chairperson: Maria Bailey (Fine Gael) 

Deputies 

 

Pat Casey (Fianna Fáil) (Vice Chair) 

Ruth Coppinger (Solidarity-PBP) 

Barry Cowen (Fianna Fáil) 

Mattie McGrath (Rural Independent Group) 

Eoin O Broin (Sinn Féin) 

Fergus O’Dowd (Fine Gael) 

 

Senators 

 

Victor Boyhan (Independent) 

Paudie Coffey (Fine Gael) 

Jennifer Murnane O'Connor (Fianna Fáil) 

Grace O'Sullivan (Green Party) 
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