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I am honored to address your esteemed parliamentary committee and am grateful for this 

opportunity to share with you a glimpse of the Palestinian people’s existence, resistance and 

inextinguishable insistence on freedom and self-determination after 70 years of colonial 

oppression.  

 

Like all Palestinians, I feel more at home in Ireland than in any other western country. Your heroic 

struggle against centuries of colonialism has always inspired Palestinians. This is why I shall speak 

from the heart, as if at home. 

 

At a time when Israel’s regime of military occupation, settler-colonialism and apartheid is 

implementing a shoot-to-kill-or-maim policy against peaceful Palestinian protesters in Gaza 

marching for freedom and refugee rights, charitable rhetoric is not enough. It is time for 

accountability.  

 

The EU still votes as a bloc in support of UN resolutions upholding basic Palestinian rights, 

including the right of return for Palestine refugees, and condemning Israel’s settlements as 

illegal, but has yet to take effective measures of accountability against Israel. In contrast, 

significant EU sanctions have been imposed on Russia soon after its takeover of the Crimea. 

 

Despite Israel’s descent into unmasked, right-wing extremism, particularly with the current 

escalation of its brutal military occupation and repression, and its rhetoric notwithstanding, the 

European Union (EU), including Ireland, remains largely complicit in enabling and maintaining 

Israel’s grave violations of Palestinian human rights.  

 

http://lawcenter.birzeit.edu/lawcenter/images/stories/demo/files/986afcc6c9.pdf
https://www.hrw.org/news/2018/04/03/israel-gaza-killings-unlawful-calculated
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?type=MOTION&reference=B8-2018-0090&language=EN
http://www.humanrightsvoices.org/assets/attachments/documents/L15.pdf
http://www.salon.com/2015/10/22/israels_descent_into_unmasked_right_wing_extremism_a_new_generation_rises_to_fight_occupation_settler_colonialism_apartheid/
http://www.alhaq.org/advocacy/targets/palestinian-human-rights-organizations/976-address-the-root-cause-of-violence-end-the-prolonged-israeli-occupation-and-oppression-of-palestinians


Israel’s serious breaches of international law trigger legal obligations for the EU, Israel’s largest 

trade partner, and to its member states. As reiterated in the 2004 decision by the International 

Court of Justice, states must refrain from any act that would entail recognition of Israel’s 

settlement enterprise and from providing any form of assistance to maintaining the illegal 

situation arising from it.  

 

By trading with Israel’s illegal settlements and supporting companies that are involved in the 

settlement enterprise, as defined by the UN, the EU is violating both obligations of non-

recognition and non-assistance.  

 

The EU, including Ireland, maintains a web of military relations, weapons research, banking 

transactions and settlement trade with Israeli companies, banks and institutions that are deeply 

implicated in human rights violations.  

 

For instance, the EU imports goods from the Israeli settlements at an estimated annual value of 

$300 million. This is more than 17 times the average annual value of Palestinian goods imported 

by the EU between 2004 and 2014.  

 

Through its Horizon 2020 research program the EU has approved more than 200 projects with 

Israeli companies, such as Elbit Systems and Israel Aerospace Industries, that are accused of deep 

complicity in Israel’s war crimes and possible crimes against humanity. Another Israeli beneficiary 

of EU funding is Technion University, a main hub for developing Israeli weapon systems used to 

perpetrate crimes against Palestinian civilians. 

 

Merely labeling some of the illegal products of Israeli colonies instead of banning them all is 

considered by Palestinians as yet another EU failure to uphold European and international law. 

 

Israel’s Far-Right Government Drops the Mask 

 

As Israel’s regime becomes more overtly associated with the global far-right, including white 

supremacist and anti-Semitic groups in the United States and Europe, and as it becomes the 

http://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/HRC/RegularSessions/Session37/Documents/A_HRC_37_39_EN.pdf
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http://www.eccpalestine.org/eu-funding-to-israeli-military-companies-and-institutions-trough-horizon2020/
http://www.ecfr.eu/page/-/EuDifferentiation-final3.pdf
http://www.ecfr.eu/page/-/EuDifferentiation-final3.pdf
http://aprodev.eu/files/Palestine_Israel/ra_eu_isreal_en_web72dpi_00_5498995891.pdf
https://www.hrw.org/news/2017/09/12/israeli-law-and-banking-west-bank-settlements
http://www.whoprofits.org/
https://al-shabaka.org/briefs/how-israeli-settlements-stifle-palestines-economy/#note-4951-6
http://www-wds.worldbank.org/external/default/WDSContentServer/WDSP/IB/2013/03/18/000356161_20130318164706/Rendered/PDF/760230WP0GZ0AH02Box374357B00PUBLIC0.pdf
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http://www.theguardian.com/world/2013/jan/14/israeli-settlement-products-eu-ban
http://www.alhaq.org/publications/Feasting-on-the-occupation.pdf
https://theintercept.com/2016/11/30/growing-far-right-nationalistic-movements-are-dangerously-anti-muslim-and-pro-israel/
https://www.haaretz.com/opinion/editorial/1.801073
http://www.haaretz.com/world-news/.premium-1.746262
http://forward.com/news/world/360436/european-jews-alarmed-by-israeli-outreach-to-anti-semitic-far-right/


model for Trump’s xenophobic policies its popularity continues to sink. A recent BBC poll shows 

that Israel has the fourth lowest popularity rating among many countries, with over 60% of the 

public in the UK, France and Spain viewing it negatively.  

 

Crucially, support for holding Israel to account is growing among Jewish Americans and the 

broader US public.  

 

Israel is intensifying its land-grabbing construction of illegal settlements and walls in the occupied 

West Bank, especially in East Jerusalem. 

 

It is tightening its fatal, 12-year-long siege of two million Palestinians in Gaza, denying them basic 

necessities, while counting the per-capita calories that are allowed in. The UN predicts that Gaza 

will be unlivable by 2020. 

 

Israel is entrenching what even the US Department of State once characterized as a system of 

“institutional, legal, and societal discrimination” against Palestinian citizens of present-day Israel, 

enforced by more than sixty five racist laws.  

 

It also continues to deny the internationally-recognized rights of Palestinians in exile, who 

account for 50 percent of all Palestinians. 

 

In light of this ongoing Nakba, and given the failure of the international community to hold Israel 

to account, the nonviolent, Nobel Peace Prize-nominated Boycott, Divestment and Sanctions 

(BDS) movement for Palestinian rights was launched in 2005 by the broadest coalition in 

Palestinian civil society. It calls for an end to Israel’s 1967 occupation, full equality for Palestinian 

citizens of Israel, and the UN-stipulated right of Palestinian refugees to return to the lands from 

which they were uprooted and dispossessed since the 1948 Nakba.  

 

Anchored in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, BDS has consistently and categorically 

opposed all forms of racism and racial discrimination, including anti-Semitism, anti-Black racism 

https://www.globescan.com/images/images/pressreleases/bbc2017_country_ratings/BBC2017_Country_Ratings_Poll.pdf
https://www.washingtonpost.com/posteverything/wp/2016/06/24/im-jewish-and-i-want-people-to-boycott-israel/?utm_term=.45fd07ffed7a
https://www.brookings.edu/wp-content/uploads/2016/07/poll_presentation_FINAL.pdf
http://www.haaretz.com/israel-news/1.770565?utm_content=%2Fisrael-news%2F1.770565&utm_medium=email&utm_source=smartfocus&utm_campaign=newsletter-breaking-news&utm_term=20170208-19%3A02
http://www.un.org/press/en/2016/sc12657.doc.htm
http://www.euronews.com/2017/05/24/gaza-at-risk-of-systemic-collapse
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-19975211
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http://www.aljazeera.com/news/middleeast/2014/05/palestinians-testify-ongoing-nakba-201451561986950.html
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http://www.bdsmovement.net/
http://www.bdsmovement.net/call
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https://imeu.org/article/quick-facts-the-palestinian-nakba
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=B9gvj3SvcDQ


and Islamophobia. One’s identity, the movement upholds, should never diminish one’s 

entitlement to rights. BDS, as a result, targets complicity, not identity. 

 

The BDS movement is supported by a near consensus in Palestinian society. Days ago, the 

Palestine Liberation Organization (PLO), the sole, legitimate representative of the Palestinian 

people, reiterated its support for BDS and called for sanctions against Israel. 

 

Solidarity not Charity 

 

At the most basic level, Palestinians are calling on Ireland, the EU and the world at large to 

uphold their profound moral and legal responsibility to do no harm to us. 

 

Beyond responsibility, we are asking for solidarity, not charity. In a show of effective and genuine 

Irish solidarity with the Palestinian struggle for freedom, justice and equality, a few weeks ago, 

the Dublin became the first European capital to adopt BDS for Palestinian rights. Derry was the 

first Irish city, in 2016, to endorse BDS.  

 

The Irish trade union movement headed by the Irish Congress of Trade Union has for years 

supported the BDS movement. Hundreds of Irish cultural workers have signed a pledge to 

support the institutional cultural boycott of Israel. The Union of Students in Ireland (USI) and the 

student unions in Trinity College Dublin, Queens University Belfast and Galway University have all 

adopted BDS. 

 

Israel’s New McCarthyism 

 

In response to the impressive growth of support for Palestinian rights, particularly through BDS, 

and evoking memories of McCarthyism, Israel has since 2014 waged a global war on the BDS 

movement, including extensive propaganda, legal warfare and espionage. A desperate Israeli 

government minister has established a “tarnishing unit” to smear Palestinian, Israeli and 

international human rights defenders in the BDS movement, while another has publicly 

http://www.bdsmovement.net/call
http://mondoweiss.net/2018/01/endorses-unprecedented-sanctions/
https://bdsmovement.net/news/dublin-becomes-first-european-capital-endorse-bds-palestinian-rights-drops-hewlett-packard-its
https://www.derryjournal.com/news/council-backs-boycott-divestment-and-sanctions-campaign-in-support-of-palestine-1-7606034
https://bdsmovement.net/2016/israels-legal-warfare-on-bds-fosters-repression-13825
http://www.haaretz.com/israel-news/.premium-1.573273
http://mondoweiss.net/2016/06/israel-commandeers-rally/
http://palestinelegal.org/righttoboycott
http://www.sun-sentinel.com/florida-jewish-journal/jj-covertly-israel-prepares-to-fight-boycott-activists-online-20160217-story.html
http://www.haaretz.com/israel-news/.premium-1.725684


threatened us with “targeted civil assassination.” Amnesty International has condemned these 

threats.  

 

Ireland, along with the EU, Sweden, Netherlands and others, has upheld the right to call for BDS 

against Israel to achieve Palestinian rights as a matter of freedom of expression. 

 

Conclusion 

 

To fulfill Ireland’s obligations under international law vs. the Palestinian people by, we appeal to 

you to consider the following concrete measures and accountability: 

 

1) Imposing a two-way military embargo on Israel, as was done against apartheid South 

Africa, and as called for by Amnesty International. 

2) Banning the import of products of companies implicated in Israel’s illegal settlement 

enterprise and ensuring that companies involved in grave misconduct - such as HP and 

G4S - are excluded from state tendering processes in line with the EU directive on the 

matter. 

3) Supporting the suspension of the EU-Israel Association Agreement until Israel abides by 

its human rights clause. 

4) Halting all financial transactions with Israeli banks that finance Israel’s settlement 

enterprise. 

5) Stop considering the import of Israeli natural gas or electric power given Israel’s pillage of 

Palestinian energy resources. 

 

Yeats once said: “I have spread my dreams under your feet. Tread softly because you tread on 

my dreams.” He also said, “In dreams begin responsibilities.” Indeed, in presenting my people’s 

dreams and aspirations before you, I sincerely hope that you shall not tread on our dreams of 

dignity, emancipation and a just peace but will act with responsibility to make them come true. 

 

* Omar Barghouti is a Palestinian human rights defender and co-founder of the Boycott, 

Divestment and Sanctions (BDS) movement. He is a co-recipient of the 2017 Gandhi Peace Award. 
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