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 In July 2011, Ireland’s foreign policy position in relation to Palestine/Israel was 
expressed by Eamon Gilmore, Minister of Foreign Affairs & Trade as follows; "The 
continuing Israeli military occupation of the Palestinian territories is at the heart of the 
unresolved Arab-Israeli conflict. … It is the continuing occupation, and the creation 
and growth of illegal settlements on the occupied lands, which are now the major 
obstacles to peace."  The key question is: how can these obstacles be eliminated so 
that a sovereign Palestinian state can come into being?  And what role can Ireland 
play in eliminating the obstacles to peace? It is clear these obstacles will not be 
eliminated simply by direct negotiations between Israel and Palestinians. They will 
only be eliminated by external pressure on Israel to cease settlement building, to end 
the occupation and to abide by International Law.  Without that external pressure 
from the US and/or EU, the two political entities that have leverage over Israel, in our 
view, a sovereign Palestinian state is unattainable and the basic human rights of 
millions of Palestinians in Gaza, the West Bank, Jerusalem and the diaspora, will 
continue to be denied. 

 Israel is in breach of International and Irish Law on a huge scale.  The massive 
settlement building programme on occupied Palestine territory, for example, is a grave 
breach of the Fourth Geneva Convention and a war crime under the Rome Statute of the 
International Criminal Court. This settlement programme also violates our own domestic 
legislation as the transfer of civilian population onto occupied territory is criminalised 
under both our Geneva Conventions Acts 1962 and 1998 and our International Criminal 
Court Act, 2006. Nevertheless this programme continues to be carried out with impunity 
and without any meaningful response from the international community. These illegalities 
should not be subject to negotiations.  Breaches of international and Irish law, War 
Crimes, are not negotiable positions.   The fact is, these breaches must be eliminated 
before any meaningful ‘peace’ negotiations can or should resume.   

 This September, four Palestinian human rights organisations submitted a 700-page 
communication to the International Criminal Court (ICC), alleging that high-level Israeli 
officials have been complicit in committing war crimes and crimes against humanity in 
the Israeli-occupied West Bank and East Jerusalem. The organisations (al-Haq, Al 
Mezan Center for Human Rights, the Palestinian Centre for Human Rights and Aldameer 
Association for Human Rights) urged the ICC Prosecutor Fatou Bensouda to "urgently 
open a full investigation into the situation in the occupied Palestinian territory" as a 
"necessary step to ending the culture of impunity that has long prevailed in regard to 
Israeli crimes and to hold high-level political and military officials accountable". The four 
Palestinian groups have jointly submitted three other communications - mainly related to 
war crimes in the Gaza Strip - to the ICC since the State of Palestine formally joined the 
court in April 2015, giving the court jurisdiction over crimes committed in the territory 
since June 13, 2014. In 2015, The Palestinian Authority also submitted a dossier of 
evidence of Israeli war crimes to the ICC following the 2014 Gaza conflict in which over 
2,200 Palestinians, mostly civilians, and 490 children, were killed by Israel. The ICC is 
still reviewing the evidence. 

 Irish political leaders hold that the key to progress is a resumption of the “Peace Process” 
and draw parallels with the Irish process underway since the 1990s. However, there is 
no comparison between these two situations. In the Irish case there were two sides, 
neither of whom could “win”.  A Peace Process between two roughly equal sides, each 
supported respectively by the Irish and British Governments, was the consequence.  The 
US acted as an honest, independent broker.  In the case of the Palestine / Israel 



situation, one side holds overwhelming power, while the other is completely powerless.  
One side is the occupier, the other is living under Israeli military occupation. There is no 
“balance” in the situation.   The powerful occupying state in these so called ‘negotiations’ 
holds all the cards and furthers its aim through prolonging the illusion of ‘negotiations’.  It 
has the added advantage of having one of the most powerful and influential nations in 
the world, the US, on its side.   

 The reality is that the 30-year old so-called “Middle East Peace Process” has been 
accompanied by continuous grievous contraventions of International Law by Israel, a 
radicalisation of the Israeli occupation and control of Palestinian territory through the 
relentless building of settlements and other measures aimed at completing the 
colonisation of what remains of Palestinian territory.  In other words, the so-called 'peace 
process' has served merely as political cover enabling Israel to pursue its illegal activities 
bringing it ever closer to achieving its aim of annexing Palestinian territory in the West 
Bank (including East Jerusalem).  The ‘peace process’ has served Israel’s interests, and 
its interests alone, as it is a peace process in which, due to the failure of the international 
community to hold Israel to account, one side is all-powerful and the other powerless.  
Holding a position that the Palestinians should re-engage in peace talks as a means of 
resolving the situation is tantamount to asking them to give their occupier political cover 
to continue annexing their territory.   

 In the 2013/14 negotiations facilitated by US Secretary of State John Kerry, the 
establishment of a Palestinian state was never seriously discussed – according to Barak 
Ravid writing in Haaretz, Israel’s Prime Minister Netanyahu “flatly refused to present a 
map [of what a Palestinian state might look like] or even to discuss the subject 
theoretically” and “throughout the nine months of the talks Netanyahu did not give the 
slightest hint about the scale of the territorial concessions he would be willing to make”. 
The notion that in another bout of negotiations, Prime Minister Netanyahu could be 
persuaded to do an about turn and agree to a Palestinian state is politically naive in the 
extreme.  This September, speaking at an official Government of Israel event to 
celebrate 50 years of settlements held at the Gush Etzion settlement, Prime Minister 
Netanyahu stated: “We have brought about magnificent settlements in Judea and 
Samaria that we are maintaining and strengthening – responsibly, wisely and 
persistently,” Netanyahu said. “Settlement is important to you my friends. It is no less 
important to me and therefore, I tell you clearly and before anything: There will be no 
more uprooting of communities in the Land of Israel!” 

 The plain fact is that Israel is not going to withdraw from the occupied territories so that a 
Palestinian state be established unless serious and sustained economic sanctions are 
applied by the international community to force it to withdraw.  

 However, there are signs that Israel’s impunity, at least in relation to its illegal settlement 
enterprise, is being challenged. UN officials are finally moving to hold Israel accountable 
for breaking International Law. On 28 Sept, Israel’s Haaretz newspaper reported that the 
UN’s human rights office began sending letters to some 150 companies around the world 
warning them that they may be added to a database of firms doing business with Israeli 
settlements in the occupied West Bank, including East Jerusalem. An Israeli official, who 
requested to stay anonymous due to the sensitivity of the issue, noted that the letters, 
sent by Zeid Ra'ad Al Hussein, said these firms were doing business in the "occupied 
Palestinian territories" and could thus find themselves on the UN blacklist for companies 
acting in violation of "internal law and UN decisions." The letters, copies of which also 
reached the Israeli government, request that these firms send the commission 
clarifications about their business activities in settlements. 

 

https://www.haaretz.com/israel-news/.premium-1.814658


Without sanctions on Israel, the “two-state solution” is dead. There is therefore a moral and 
legal imperative on the international community to intervene and put effective pressure on 
Israel to help ensure its withdrawal from the Occupied Palestinian Territories and its 
compliance with international law. Without external international pressure on Israel (including 
legislative action and economic sanctions) – the illegalities will not cease and a Palestinian 
state will never be established.  

To this end, there are two immediate political goals which can be immediately delivered by 
the Irish state: 

 

1. Formal recognition of the state of Palestine by the Irish Government.  Both the 
Seanad and the Dáil passed unanimous votes in support of Palestinian state 
recognition in 2014 but the Government has persistently refused to adopt these 
motions as Government policy.  The stated foreign policy position of the Irish state is 
that we support a two state solution but yet we only recognise one of those states.  
Irish Governmental recognition of a Palestinian state is long overdue; 

2. Implement a ban on the import of settlement goods. Sadaka is currently leading out 
on an initiative, alongside others, to pass a bill which would prevent the import of 
settlement goods or services originating in an occupied territory. The passing of this 
Bill would be a strong statement of Ireland’s position on settlements and would reflect 
its stated position  that ‘creation and growth of illegal settlements on the occupied 
lands... are now the major obstacles to peace.’ It would also demonstrate Ireland's 
unwillingness to tolerate the flagrant violation of Irish and international and law that 
the Israeli settlement building enterprise amounts to.  

 

Small countries like Ireland depend on the observance of international law for their very 
survival. The Irish government is, furthermore, committed under the Constitution to a foreign 
policy whose aims are the achieving of justice and the peaceful resolution of international 
disputes. There is thus an onus on Irish political leaders to implement the two actions 
outlined above as a matter of priority and to continue to advocate at EU and UN levels for 
serious and sustained pressure to be applied to Israel to end its now 50-year occupation of 
Palestinian territory. 
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