
SITUATION IN THE AUTONOMOUS REPUBLIC OF CRIMEA AND THE CITY OF 
SEVASTOPOL (UKRAINE):  

human rights violations, militarization, sanctions  
 

Human rights violations in Crimea 

 Ukraine is deeply concerned about growing repressions, serious human rights violations 
and discrimination of the Crimean Tatars and ethnic Ukrainians in the Autonomous 
Republic of Crimea.  

 We witness murders, tortures, harassment, illegal detentions, enforced disappearances, 
intimidation, raids and searches, attacks on property and arrests under fabricated 
charges, and the persecution of journalists, human rights defenders and activists. 

 Especially cynical became the decision to ban the Mejlis under the false accusation of its 
extremist activity. Such decision potentially threatens about 3000 members of about 
250 central and local Mejlis structures traditionally elected by the Crimean Tatar 
communities. They could be accused of conducting extremist activity and prosecuted or 
pushed out of Crimea.   

 Recently we have witnessed yet another level of political repressions in Crimea – the 
detention of human rights lawyers who represent prominent Crimean Tatar leaders, in 
addition to continuing serious human rights violations and discrimination of the Crimean 
Tatars and ethnic Ukrainians1.  

 The Russian authorities use such methods to eliminate any public opposition to the 
occupation of Crimea and to the current government.  

 For the same reasons local independent media and journalists have nearly all been co-
opted, forced to flee, or run out of business.  

 The atmosphere of fear, intimidation, physical and psychological pressure forced about 
35-40 thousand Ukrainian citizens (including over 20 thousand Crimean Tatars) to leave 
occupied Crimea and settle in other areas of Ukraine.  

                                                           
 

1
 Emil Kurbedinov, who was detained on January 26, 2017, and Nikolai Polozov, detained on January 25, 

represent Akhtem Chiygoz and Ilmi Umerov - deputy chairmen of the Mejlis, the Crimean Tatar 
representative body. They were released later on (Kurbedinov – after 10 days in jail according to the 
Simferopol Court decision. He was accused in extremism because of his repost in 2013 (before the 
occupation!) in ВКонтакте of the info about activity of Hizb ut-Tahrir forbidden in Russia but not in 
Ukraine). However, human rights defenders suspect that the occupation authorities may continue 
persecution against these layers to weaken legal defence of Crimean Tatars leaders. 

 On February 21, 2017 a group of civil activists was detained, near Simferopol, Crimea, for taking video of 
search conducted at Marlen Mustafayev’s house. Marlen Mustafayev is accused of having allegedly 
displayed «Hizb ut-Tahrir» symbols in social media. The activists were reportedly sentenced to 5 days of 
administrative arrest for «unauthorized massive meeting». 

 On April 13, 2017 in Bakhchisaray eight citizens of Ukraine of Crimean Tatar origin were detained on false 
grounds with the use of force by the representatives of the repressive bodies. Two Ukrainian citizens - 
Seidamet Mustafayev and Midat Muzhdabaev, whose houses were searched, are charged under Article 
20.3 of the Administrative Code of the Russian Federation (propaganda or public demonstration of the 
attributes or symbols of extremist organizations). Six other citizens who witnessed illegal searches are 
charged under Article 20.2 of the Code on Administrative Offenses (violation of the established procedure 
for organizing or holding a meeting, rally, demonstration, procession or picketing). 
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 The international solidarity and consistency of international policy of non-recognition of 
the annexation of Crimea is very important. Of special importance in this regard are the 
following decisions:      

 United Nations General Assembly (UNGA) on December, 19, 2016, voted for a 
resolution on human rights in Crimea, titled "Situation of human rights in the 
Autonomous Republic of Crimea and the city of Sevastopol (Ukraine);  

 On the 19-th of April 2017 the International Court of Justice has recognized the 
validity of Ukraine’s claims and ordered the Russian Federation to take measures to 
stop violation of the International Convention on the Eradication of all Forms of 
Racial Discrimination. With regard to the situation in Crimea the Court ordered that 
the Russian Federation must, in accordance with its obligations under the 
International Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination:  

o refrain from maintaining or imposing limitations on the ability of the 
Crimean Tatar community to conserve its representative institutions, 
including the Mejlis; 

o ensure the availability of education in the Ukrainian language. 
o The court ordered that both Parties shall refrain from any action which 

might aggravate or extend the dispute before the Court or make it more 
difficult to resolve. 

 On May 3, 2017 the Council of Europe took a decision on the Situation in the 
Autonomous Republic of Crimea and the city of Sevastopol (Ukraine).      

 

Militarization of Crimea 

 The attempted annexation and militarization of Crimea has completely changed the 
security landscape in the region and the international community should find a proper 
political response to Russia’s behavior. 

 Russia has designated the militarization of Crimea as a top priority. The aim is to turn 
the peninsular into a powerful military base to ensure full control over Crimea, to direct 
it against Ukraine as well as to counterbalance US/NATO forces in the region. 

 Comparing to the pre-occupation period, as of October 2016: 

 Russia has nearly doubled personal strength of its military in Crimea from its 
preoccupation level of 12.500. As of today, according to some estimates, there 
are about 23.000 Russian military servicemen in Crimea. In the near future 
(2020-2025) it should further increase up to 43.000. 

 Russia also has substantially reinforced and modernized its Crimean military 
land, air and naval components. Since January 2014 it has increased2. 

 Particularly dangerous are the Russian actions to prepare Crimean military 
infrastructure for deployment of nuclear weapons, including refurbishment of the 

                                                           
 

2 a number of tanks from 0 to 40 (for 2020-2025 - 100 planned); 

 armed combat vehicles from 92 to 583 (1150 planned); 

 artillery systems of the caliber more than 100 mm from 24 to 162 (400 planned); 

 combat aircraft from 22 to 101 (150 planned); 

 combat helicopters from 37 to 56 (95 planned); 

 anti aircraft systems from 0 to 16 (50 planned); 

 combat ships from 26 to 30 (33 planned); 

 submarines from 2 to 5 (7 planned). 
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infrastructure of Soviet-era nuclear warheads storage facilities. Potential carriers of 
nuclear weapon, such as warships, short-range missile systems and combat aircraft, 
have been already deployed there. 

 In fact, Russia turns Crimea into a “grey zone”, which is de facto not covered by the 
existing multilateral arms control agreements. 

 The militarization of Crimea complicates the process of its de-occupation and poses 
serious threats both to the national security of Ukraine and regional security.  

 Crimea has been already used by Russia for its outreached activities (in Syria). Such role 
for military facilities in Crimea might be developed in the future which is also counter-
productive for the regional and global security.  

 

Sanctions 

 Ukraine is grateful for personal and sectoral restrictive measures which have been 
introduced against Russia by the EU, US, Canada, Japan and some other international 
partners of Ukraine.  

 The inclusion to the sanctions lists of the members of the Russian Duma elected in 
occupied Crimea in violation of international law is also important for consolidation of 
international policy of non-recognition of annexation.  

 We are satisfied that the new US administration does not plan to lift Crimea-related 
packages of sanctions till the restoration of territorial integrity of Ukraine. 

 We encourage all our partners to keep political pressure and economic sanctions as the 
most effective tools to ensure de-occupation of the Crimean peninsula.    

 At the same time, to ensure effective international policy of non-recognition of the 
annexation of Crimea and to provide an adequate pressure on Russia in order to start 
the process of de-occupation, it is necessary to substantially reinforce both sectoral and 
personal Crimean packages of sanctions, in particular by adding:   

 physical persons responsible for human rights violations (both from Crimea and 
the Russian Federation);  

 legal persons responsible for violations of the restrictive measures related to 
occupation of the Crimean peninsula and its militarization;  

 reinforcing sectoral packages of sanctions, including in the financial sphere; 

 broadening the reasons for introducing sanctions against Russian military 
producers (now this package of sanctions is related only to the Minsk process).   

 Ukraine expects support of its international partners to move Crimea - related packages 
of sanctions beyond the logic of isolating Crimea in order to provide a strong economic, 
political and personal pressure on the occupant country and its central authorities. Such 
international pressure is absolutely essential for ensuring success of any peaceful de-
occupation strategy.  

 


