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Key Messages 

 Somalia is currently experiencing another devastating period of drought. Currently more than 6.2 
million people, half the population, are in need of humanitarian assistance. Over 18,000 cases of 
cholera have been reported. Over 900,000 children are malnourished, 185,0000 of whom are severely 
malnourished. 

 Women and girls are bearing the heaviest burden in terms of childcare and fetching water from 
increasingly remote locations. Children are particularly vulnerable not only to poor nutrition, but to 
physical and sexual violence.  

 There are deeply worrying similarities with the devastating 2011 famine which claimed over 260,000 
lives. Significant displacement is occurring into urban centres in Mogadishu and Baidoa, as well as the 
Afgoye corridor close to Mogadishu, as household and community coping strategies are exhausted. 

 Wells, boreholes and waterholes for animals are empty and both the significant Shabelle and Juba 
rivers are dry.  Across the country 75% of livestock have died, further devastating livelihoods.  There is 
little respite expected as the Gu rains (April – May ) are expected to be below normal.  

 Large numbers of crisis-affected communities are cut off from assistance due to on-going conflict or 
restrictions imposed by armed actors. People are forced to travel long and dangerous distances to 
areas where humanitarian assistance can be provided.  

 Humanitarian agencies estimate that Somalia needs $864 million to avert a famine, only 44% of which 
has been secured, leaving major gaps in Food Security (30% funded); Nutrition (34%); Protection 
(16%); Water, Sanitation & Hygiene (12%); Health (11%); and Education (31%). 

 Early warning data in 2016 gave forewarning of significant likelihood this crisis would happen. Unless 
adequate funding is secured and access improves the humanitarian situation in Somalia could continue 
to deteriorate significantly. 

 Dóchas members Concern Worldwide, Trócaire and World Vision are receiving over €2.5 million from 
Irish Aid to respond to the crisis.  

 In addition, Dóchas members Action Aid Ireland are operational in Somaliland and Oxfam are working 
in Somalia, both with international funding.  

 Combined, these agencies have over 400 staff involved in relief operations and are reaching over 
210,000 people.  

 Dóchas members have observed that long-term resilience focussed programming has mitigated the 
impact of this drought and food insecurity crisis on communities in specific areas where access and 
continuous programming is possible. These communities slower to resort to negative coping strategies 
as they have additional resources. However, due to the desperate situation in other areas, thousands 
of displaced people are fleeing from nearby communities where assets and coping strategies have 
been exhausted more quickly. 

 Dóchas welcomes Irish Aid’s recent allocation of €11m towards the East Africa crisis, €3million of which 
was provided for the UN Humanitarian Pooled Fund in Somalia. This is on top of on-going generous 
contributions from the Irish Government which is directly saving lives and reducing suffering.   
 

Recommendations for the Government of Ireland 

 Given the scale of the crisis and funding outlook, we urge the Irish Government to allocate further funds 
to the response in Somalia and through mechanisms at European and international levels and leverage 
this additional funding to encourage funding commitments from other governments. 

 Dochas encourages Irish Aid to reflect on the value for money achieved through dispersing money 
through pooled funding mechanisms as well as through dispersing direct funding for UN agencies, who 
in the Somalia context usually rely on NGO implementing partners for programming. 



 Dóchas calls on the government to prioritise the commitments of the World Humanitarian Summit and 
advocate with other EU and UN Member States to re-double efforts to prevent and end conflict, in 
Somalia and indeed, in the numerous countries affected by conflict at present.  

 In addition, Dochas encourages Irish Aid to advocate with other EU and UN Member States to prioritise 
and to ensure the security and safety of NGO workers. The brutal killing of 6 aid workers in South 
Sudan on March 24th, and the murder of two UN staff in Congo the same week should not go without 
mention. Moreover, at least 66 humanitarian workers were killed and 114 were injured in the first nine 
months of 2016 alone humanitarian actors need urgent access and their safety and security should be 
guaranteed. 

 Long-term, peace and security is needed to ensure that Somalis can establish and maintain productive 
livelihoods, seek healthcare when needed and send their children to school. Dóchas calls on the Irish 
government to rebuild international will to seek long-term solutions for Somalia. 

 We also ask that donors must ensure child protection interventions are fully-funded as part of the 
response efforts and that protection of children is mainstreamed in all humanitarian  
response activities as per the Interagency Minimum Standards for Child Protection. 

 In addition to saving lives and meeting immediate needs, our response now should also lay the 
foundations for the longer-term resilience of vulnerable people in Somalia to cyclical crises. Sustained, 
flexible and long-term funding for resilience and disaster risk reduction programmes is required. Dóchas 
calls on the Government to make a substantial contribution to this end. 
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