
“Every person has two homelands, 
his own and Syria.” Andre parrot 

Former Director of Louvers Museum 



 The first Medical and Pharmacy College was 
founded in 1903 

 Damascus University is the oldest and largest 
university in Syria 

 It was formed in 1923 following the merger of – 
The School of Medicine founded in 1903 and The 
Institute of Law founded in 1913 

 Studying in Syrian universities is free for Syrian 
and Palestinian citizens  



First Medical Graduates from Damascus (M S)  



Current Medical School in Damascus 



Available before 2011 

 Free of charge  
 Small cost in MOH and teaching hospitals 
 500 Hospitals: 
 131 Governmental and 369 Private 
 99 MOH 
 14 High education 
 18 Military 

 6.3% of governmental expenditure  
 Levant Research Institute 12.02.15 



Ambitious plan for the future before 2011  

 Building up to 24 new hospitals 
 Increasing the number of specialized 

hospitals 
 Building a hospital for every medical school 



Al-Assad University Hospital in Damascus 



 Infra structures 
 Government establishments 
 General services facilities  
 Universities, Schools, kindergartens and teachers 
 Mosques, Churches and Shrines 
 Monuments and Museums 
 Religious men and civilians 
 Peace keepers men 
 National cadres and resources 
 Energy reserves and electricity stations 

 Dr. Bashar Jaafari 30.11.2013 



“Syria's medical infrastructure is on the ‘brink of 
collapse’, 50 leading health care experts have 
warned, with more than half of the country's 
hospitals already destroyed or damaged in the war 
on Syria.” The Telegraph Sunday Issue 20.11.16 
 
Half of the doctors in Syria have fled in a country 
which was considered one of the best in the area in 
terms of medical services. Medical cadre lost three 
quarters of its resources due to fleeing, kidnapping 
or killing. Arabic Sky news 
 
 

 



Dar Al-Shifa Hospital in Aleppo 



Watani Hospital in Jabla 



Watani Hospital in Jabla 



Jasem Hospital in Daraa 



Al-Kindi Hospital in Aleppo 



Jisr Al-Shughur Hospital in Idlib 



Dar Attia Hospital 



Attack on the hospital in November 2013 Killed: 
 8 Doctors 
 10 Nurses 
 4 Ambulance crews 
 Patients 



 44 hospitals (39%) are damaged 
 12% completely and 27% partially 

 51 hospitals (45%) are working in full capacity 
 38 hospitals (34%) are partially damaged without 

enough equipment, cadre, medication or an 
adequate building 

 24 hospitals (21%) are not working 
 23 hospitals (20%) can not be reached 
 9 hospitals (8%) are difficult to reach 

 

WHO 2014 



1750 Centres 
 857 centres, 49% working in full capacity 
 374 centres, 21% partial Capacity 
 387 centres, 22% not working 
 132 centres, 8% unknown conditions 
 349 centres, 20% not approachable 
 

WHO 2014 



 75% of ambulances were destroyed or damaged 
 34.3% of ambulances were stolen 
 3.7% burnt 
 25% out of service 
 37% other damages 
 
Loss/kidnap, injury and death of doctors, nurses, 
technicians, drivers and other employees in the 
medical industry 



 10-20 years of development has been destroyed 
 Emergence and spread of diseases including 

Typhoid, Hepatitis A, Measles, Leishmania, Polio 
and AIDs  
  lack of vaccination and clean water 
  crowding  
 Unattainability of medication  

 Increase needs for artificial limbs  
Difficulty in treatment of burns. 



 2010: 7.5 billion SP 
 2011: 5.2 billion SP 
 2012: 4.4 billion SP 
 The value of SP has fallen during this period 
 Stealing of medical instruments (5 billion SP)  
 Building destruction is a 4.5 billion SP 
 Sanctions led to increase in prices and absence of 

medication  
 Growth of medical health is not able to progress 

 



 70 plants in 2010 with annual growth rate of 6.5% 
 2 Public- Tamiko and Al-Dimas 
 Private  

  40% in Aleppo 
 40% in Damascus and its countryside 
 20% in Homs 
 30,000 workers employed 
 Secured 97% of the local market’s drug needs 

with affordable prices 
 Exported to 54 countries worldwide and achieved 

good revenue 
 
 

Before the Conflict 



 75% of the pharmaceutical varieties in Damascus 
and its countryside are unavailable or in short 
supply 

 76% of factories are no longer working 
 4% operate at a quarter of their capacity 
 12%  operate at half of their capacity 
  Only 8% of the factories produce at their usual 

before-conflict capacity. 
 Expensive foreign drugs and decrease in the 

Syrian currency led to major crises  
 
 

After the Conflict 



 lack of raw materials due to sanctions. 
 Fewer working hours available lead to lower 

productivity 
 Lack of electricity, security and difficulty in 

transport.   
 Decreased number of workers contributing to 

unemployment and poverty. 
 Other factories 50% less due to siege, lack of 

petrol, safety and security.  
 Stealing of medication  
 Kidnapping, sabotage and intentional destruction. 
   An-nour.com issue 744    09.11.2016  



 Management of injuries  
 Increasing availability of medical drugs, basic 

supplies and equipment 
 Making medical care accessible to the highest 

number of people 
 Making medical care affordable 
 Replacement of ambulances  
 Rebuilding of hospitals  
 Need money, good administration and 

elimination of corruption and abuse 
 



 Encouragement of peace and reconciliation 
 Rehabilitation and support of hospitals 
 Encouragement of teaching and training 
 Creating good relationships with Ireland 
  Enable staff to come and train here in 

specialised medical fields. 
 Rebuild more specialised hospitals  
 Train and equip staff to deal with difficult cases 

 





‘Ireland is the best country in the world because it 
has made the greatest contributions to humanity 
and the planet’ according to a survey in The 
Independent 23.06.2014 
 
The Irish government and people have always 
pioneered the Human Civil rights and Peace missions 
in the world. 

 



 Sends generous help and support to the people 
of Syria who have always been friends with the 
Irish people. 

 Offers advice and consultation to help re-build 
Syria. 

 Should open an Irish Embassy in Damascus and 
invite a Syrian ambassador to Dublin  

 Create special relations with Syria today before 
tomorrow. 

 Allow Syrian Airlines to Dublin 
 Allow Syrian Doctors to practice in Ireland 

 
 



 Syrian doctors that have graduated from Syrian 
universities are nearly in every big hospital at 
varying specialities and levels of responsibility in 
the UK, Ireland, Europe, US, Latin America and 
Asia 

 Syria people are: 
 Hard working 
  professional 
 Ambitious 
 Generous 
 Creative 
 

 Supportive 
 Hospitable 
 Want to make Syria 

better than before 



 Why Syria has been left alone without help, 
support or protection to face all this pain?  

  Why have our hospitals, medical centres, 
ambulances and factories been left to face such 
destruction? 

 How much suffering do our people have to 
tolerate? 

 Why have the unjustifiable sanctions been 
imposed? For how long? What will they achieve? 
Who are they actually affecting? 

 What could have been done better to avoid this? 
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