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1. Daily life in Syria
Syria is experiencing a lengthy, painful, bloody way of the cross stretching over

all the country’s roads. Suffering has gone beyond all bounds. There is no safe place
left in Syria. You may think that it is safe here or unsafe there, but at any moment,
you may be killed by a bomb, missile or bullet, not to mention being kidnapped or
taken hostage for ransom, or murdered… Chaos threatens everyone, everywhere, at
every moment.

Material losses are very serious. We do not have all the statistics yet, but we do
know that over 100 churches have been damaged or partially destroyed, and even a
bigger number of social institutions (schools, orphanages, old people’s homes), which
had always been there to serve all Christian and Muslim citizens; not to mention the
loss of the workplaces (factories, shops and offices) and homes of people, who have
had to leave their cities, villages and neighbourhoods in haste, only being able to
salvage  little  if  anything.  By  and  large,  their  houses  and  possessions  have  been
looted, destroyed or damaged. 

Entire villages have been cleared of all their Christian inhabitants (as was my
native town of Daraya). Our Muslim fellow‐citizens are in an analogous situation,
but with even more serious losses, due to the fact that they are the majority. 

2. For Syria, reconciliation is the only lifeline 
How can we move towards resolving the crisis? We wish once more to call

everyone to dialogue; for us to go beyond our injuries, sufferings and bloodshed and
be numbered among those who believe in dialogue, reconciliation, and face to face
encounter.

This way is the most difficult, but the only reasonable one, as it represents a
pledge for the future. In any case it is inevitable, since no group can by any means
completely annihilate any other. Violence breeds violence, but dialogue strengthens
and fructifies dialogue. Reconciliation, for its  part,  prepares hearts and minds for
further dialogue and reconciliation. 

We are  sure  that,  despite  our  woes,  all  we  Syrians  –  government,  political
parties, oppositions, Sunni and Shi’a Muslims, Alawites, Christians and Druze –are
capable  of  engaging  in  dialogue,  and  rebuilding  an  atmosphere  conducive  to
reconciliation, in order to go forward together.

The Church in Syria is called to the ministry of reconciliation, (Musalaha) by all
available means.  Reconciliation is  at  the  heart  of  the teaching of  our Lord,  Jesus
Christ in the Holy Gospel. This is our welfare and humanity’s...with God. 
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We believe the role of the Church in Syria to be the sacred ministry of working
for reconciliation.  “Blessed are the peacemakers!” We believe that this ministry will
be the warranty for Christians facing the gloomy future that dawns over Syria. That
is how Christians will carry out the greatest mission for their country, just as in the
past, they worked for its prosperity at every level. 

Today their mission is to stand among and with the protagonists, everywhere,
on all sides in the country calling everyone to civil and social reconciliation, because
the Church’s role is to be the herald and architect of reconciliation at every level.  We
believe that as Eastern Christians and as Arabs present and active at all stages and in
all crises throughout our country’s history, progress and development, in peace and
war,  we  have  been  and  will  remain  guarantors  of  that  diversity  which  we
disseminate and promote. Yes, we shall find our role in this historic way. 

We are bringing this message, message "of peace and reconciliation" to you, so
that we can all work for the security, peace and stability that arise from dialogue,
reconciliation and solidarity through co-ordination of all capabilities, with a view to
a better future for Syria with all its children, denominations, parties and aspirations.  

3. Future of Christians in Syria
We are faithful to Syria our homeland, with perfect and constant faithfulness.

We have defended it in wars and crises, during the period of the French mandate. We
have given great individuals, well-known figures for the service of our homeland.
“Martyrs”  have  died  defending  it.  We  have  participated  in  every  successive
government since independence as history can witness.

We have no political party of our own, but belong to all parties in all their
diversity, including the Baath party, the Syrian national party and the new parties
founded in recent years. 

We are in favour of change and reforms. Right from the beginning of the crisis
we  personally  expressed  our  aspirations  for  the  fulfilment  of  people’s  rightful
expectations  for  personal  freedom,  religious  freedom,  freedom  of  worship  and
conscience  and freedom of  the  press,  freedom to  form different  parties,  regional
development and for less corruption, and centralisation of power... all the demands
put forward by all sides, at home and abroad, by government and opposition.

I wrote about this in an open letter to all Syrians, which appeared in  Ar-Rai
(Opinion) review dated 13/06/2011, some three months after the start of the crisis.
Here is the text of the letter…
“On the basis of our faith in God and country and our spiritual and national values
and convictions we invite our brothers and sisters to work together in these difficult
circumstances to preserve our Arab national unity, and our Muslim-Christian unity,
by overcoming this ordeal and these wounds and by working for a civilised Arab
society  in  which  social,  denominational  and  ethnic  differences  disappear  and  in
which all our hopes of justice, equality, dignity and religious and personal freedom
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are realised, where corruption is fought, the countryside developed, the poor and
dispossessed  supported,  especially  in  the  provinces  and  areas  disadvantaged  by
nature and deprived of modernisation.”

Two things are important for the role of Christians and their presence in Arab
countries in general and Syria in particular: the place of Christians in the projected
division in the region, and talk about Christian emigration.

First:  the frequently mentioned ideas relating to projected divisions of Arab
countries into faith countries, according to religious adherence. Many Christians and
Muslims wonder: If these projects came to fruition, where will the Christian country
be? The Christian homeland! The Christian principality!

We reply: We pray for the unity of the world, our Arab world, the unity of each
Arab country,  the unity  of  all  citizens,  of  all  denominations,  because they are all
citizens of the same homeland. We categorically reject all projected divisions along
confessional and ethnic lines, especially in Syria.

In Arab countries and abroad, I am often asked by Christian, civil and political
tribunals, this question: Is there a wish to empty the Middle East of Christians? I
reply as follows: as Christians, we firmly wish to stay there! We Christians wish to
stay with and for Muslims. We want Muslims to understand this. It is up to them to
distance themselves from the imputation, or accusation that Muslims wish to empty
the East of Christians.

The Church has in fact collaborated in the development of democracies, and
freedoms  in  an  excellent  way.  We  have  defended  these  values  which  were
proclaimed in the Arab revolutions. We are the first real revolutionary thinkers, and
claim  the  whole  content  of  these  revolutions,  insofar  as  they  concern  personal
freedom and human dignity.

We have to discover our role, instead of fearing for our future, rights, duties
and privileges, and especially in the following matters: protection of pluralism, and
the culture of pluralism, and the preservation of Arabness. We have to make common
cause with progressive Muslim groups, so that they can move forward alongside us.
We ought to spread the Church’s very rich social teaching, dating back to the end of
the nineteenth century.

4. Living together with Muslims 
The Council of Eastern Catholic Patriarchs (CECP) was called to examine the

situation of Eastern Christians with regard to their presence and historic role in the
context of the predominantly Muslim Arab Eastern community. This was the subject
of many messages since the founding of the Council in 1991. Thus we read in the first
letter from the first meeting, a paragraph addressing the Muslims:
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“To our Muslim brothers

We have lived in the Arab world together, as Christians and Muslims, over our
common history, by the Islamic Hijri and Christian Gregorian calendars. The dating
systems refer to the glorious Nativity: the birth of our Lord Jesus Christ,  and the
Hijrah, the birth of Islam. It is good for us to refer to both dates in the daily news.
This is an important lesson to teach our younger generations. 

“We turn to our Muslim brothers with an open heart and honest intent. Our
living together down the centuries constitutes despite all difficulties the solid ground
on which it is our duty to establish our present and future common action, in the
service of an egalitarian and harmonious society, where no-one, whoever he may be,
feels alien or rejected.

“We  are  drawing  on  a  unique  inheritance  of  civilisation.  Each  of  us  has
contributed to form it  according to his own special character.  Our relationship to
civilisation is our historic patrimony. We are keen to safeguard it, allow it to evolve,
re-establish and reenergise it, so that it may be the foundation of our living together
and our fraternal mutual help. The Christians of the East are an inseparable part of
the cultural identity of Muslims. In the same way, the Muslims in the East are an
inseparable part of the cultural identity of Christians. Hence, we are responsible for
each other before God and history.”

In seeking to convince our Christian faithful to stay in their homelands, where
God has planted them, we find we absolutely must talk,  with them and in their
name, on the basis of our responsibilities as Arab citizens in Arab countries, to our
Muslim brethren, those in government, sheikhs, theologians, cultured people, muftis
and all Muslims and tell them frankly what the fears are that haunt us, and what
kind of fearful attitudes amongst us impel some of us to emigrate. 

They are not just purely religious reasons, but they also have a social, ethical
and cultural aspect. 

So when we are talking about living together and citizenship, their concomitant
conditions  and principles  absolutely  must  be  recognized as  permanently  binding
duties for Muslims, just as they are for Christians.

This is what we mean by speaking of separation between religion and state,
Arabism, democracy, the Arab nation, and human rights. Laws which are based on
Islam as sole or chief source of legislation and application are a source of division
and quasi  racial  distinction  between citizens  on  the  basis  of  religion  and are  an
obstacle to equality before the law, diminishing equality of citizenship. One could say
the same about fundamentalist parties, that strictly follow the Islamic Qur’an and
those fundamentalist movements here and there to which are attributed (whether
truly or not and with or without reason) acts of violence, terrorism, murder, church
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burning and extortion and exploitation of citizens on the basis of religion, while the
perpetrators rely on the fact of being in the majority, to humiliate their neighbours
and workmates. 

Those things make Christians feel troubled, fearing an unknown future in a
society that is in the majority Muslim. Often they are characterized and stigmatized
by epithets such as fifth columnists, crusaders, impious (kuffar), and collaborators
with the West. We have to emphasize our being on the road together.

We have spent long periods of our history together!
We presently experience common contemporary tragedies!
With the blessing of God, we shall have a bright future together!

Therefore, we must adopt this slogan, and say repeatedly, 

 We should stay together, to build a new world and better future for our rising
generations. 

 We  can stay  together,  to  build  a  better  society  and future  for  our  young
people. 

 We want to stay together, to build a better world and future for our young
generations.

5. Appeal 
We are appealing to you and to the whole world. We ask you to act on the basis

of justice, law, forgiveness, dialogue and meeting, which is preferable to that of war,
weapons and armament. We are making this call as Syrian Patriarch. It is absolutely
imperative to change our outlook and ways of dealing with disputes and interests.
That is the real power of our Christian and Gospel faith values. For faith is part of the
solution of problems and clashes of our countries in their diversity. The world must
find a way other than that of war.

The Berlin Wall stood for many years, but in the end it fell bloodlessly twenty-
seven years ago, in 1989. In order to protect it, fifty thousand soldiers were stationed
there, but it fell. 

I call upon you to show solidarity with the Syrian people, to help us meet the
immediate, urgent needs, especially of internally displaced persons in the country.

We ought to think also of the future, when we shall have to cope with more
serious problems, such as

-  Rebuilding  or  repairing  damage  to  many  institutions,  presbyteries,  old
people’s homes…

- Rebuilding  or  repairing  the  homes  of  thousands  of  our  faithful,  in  co-
operation with the state and other organisations. 
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- Rebuilding or repairing damage to our churches
- Coping with problems such as rent, costs of education, health care. 
Your help is valuable! Your solidarity is vital! We put great trust in you!

Right from the beginning of the crisis, the Churches placed themselves at the
service  of  all  in  need  in  all  our  eparchies,  and  especially  in  our  Patriarchate  in
Damascus. Caritas-Syria, which operates under the Trócaire franchise in Ireland,  co-
ordinates  aid throughout  the  country,  and should be  the  European Community’s
preferred partner for humanitarian aid in Syria

Conclusion
To conclude: Pope Francis emphasized during his visit  to the Holy Land in

May 2014, that there are two keys for peace in the region and in the world:
- A comprehensive peace agreement to end the war on Syria.
- Justice for Palestinians (i.e.  a resolution of the Palestinian Arab- Israeli

conflict)

Our goal is to tell the world that the war on Syria has become a global threat,
as it affects everyone.

1- Each and every human being in the Middle East is threatened! 
2- Inter-regional co-existence is threatened!
3- Prospects  for  future  generations  and  their  faith  values  are  currently

threatened!
4- The future of the whole region is in danger: culturally, educationally and

economically… all are threatened!

Everything is threatened unless there is international co-operation to stop the
war on Syria without further delay. 

I would like at the end to express my deep gratitude for this opportunity to
make the Syrian voice heard in Ireland and by the Irish people who know what life is
like in Syria today. I urge you to invite more Syrian people to hear them as I extend
to each of you invitations to come and visit Syria to personally assess the situation.

Thank you for your attention
+ Greogrios III
Patriarch 
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