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I. Russia-Irish relations 

In spite of unfavorable background in relations between Russia and EU 

member states, sanction pressure on Russia and ours forced reciprocal measures, 

Russia is aimed to continue constructive mutually beneficial cooperation with 

Ireland.  

We are ready for business interaction on all levels including contacts 

between parliamentarians of both countries. In previous years Russian and Irish 

parliamentarians planned some positive initiatives, for example, to boost activities 

of the Group of friends of Russia in Dail, Speaker of the Council of Federation 

(Upper House) of the Federal Assembly of the Russian Federation Mrs. Valentina 

Matvienko’s visit to Ireland.  

In 2015 volume of the Russian-Irish bilateral trade decreased 32,5% in 

comparison with 2014 and came up to 1,1 billion US dollars. Russian export fell 

19%  and came up to 271,6 million US dollars. Import from Ireland dropped by 

36,1% down to to 831,6 million US dollars. In 2015 the share of Russia in total 

foreign trade of Ireland amounts to 0,7%.  In the period from January to April 2016 

the volume of the bilateral Russian-Irish trade turnover has increased by 40% in 

comparison with the period from January till April 2015 and came up to 427,1 

million US dollars  (due to the shipment of the Russian aircrafts “Sukhoi Superjet-

100” to Ireland).  

Ireland ranks the seventh place among foreign investors to Russia behind 

Germany, UK, China, Netherlands, Luxemburg and Cyprus.  

Our task is to preserve gained potential of the trade and economic relations 

and if it is possible to increase it by introducing new projects in spheres of the 

mutual beneficial interest.  

We have got bilateral mechanism as the Russian-Irish Joint Committee on 

development of business cooperation which successfully contributes this task.  
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However, without normalization of relations between Russia and Ireland and 

lifting anti-Russian sanctions the full scale building up of the Russian-Irish 

cooperation in trade and economic spheres seems to be difficult. 

 

II. Situation in Syria 

We are still concerned on the developments in Syria, existing hotbeds 

resulted by activities of the terrorist organizations as ISIS, Jabhat Fath ash-Sham 

(also known as Jabhat an-Nusra) and other groups of the same kind. 

The only country which is presented in Syria in accordance with the 

International Law is Russia. Russia was invited by the legitimate government of 

Syria and with full accomplishment of all necessary internal Russian procedures.  

In recent time, there are clearly heard critic voices addressing to Russia 

about activities of our Air-Space forces in Syria. At meantime there are accusations 

in certain allegedly “violations of the International Humanitarian Law”. As it has 

happened previously, all of them are absolutely baseless and unfounded. Herewith 

contradictions of the Russian side, in particular, demonstration of our military 

photo and video materials and reasoned revealing of falsehood and errors in 

rhetoric of factional mass media, are neglected. In this connection we would like to 

declare again that the Russian troops in Syria are to fight with international 

terrorist organizations, whose members have already carried out a number of 

terrorist attacks around the world, including European countries. 

Russia, in coordination with the Syrian authorities continues to take 

measures to overcome the consequences of the acute humanitarian crisis in Syria. 

There were a few "humanitarian pause" of an overall length of more than three 

weeks were introduced in Aleppo, in order to reduce the intensity of the 

confrontation and allow civilians to flee war  areas. We have arranged 

humanitarian corridors to deliver aid in eastern Aleppo. 

We are concerned over the lack of effective efforts of Damascus-based UN 

Humanitarian Coordinator’s team to organise medical evacuation of wounded and 

sick individuals. However, terrorists did their utmost to prevent the exodus of 

civilians and members of bandit groups from eastern Aleppo. Moreover, the 

jihadists operating in the Aleppo area continue to be supplied with weapons and 
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ammunition. Who is sponsoring the jihadists in eastern Aleppo and resupplying 

their ammunition stocks, thereby bringing them back to life again? 

Organized by the Russian military points of distribution of food, medicine 

and other basic necessities are in action in various areas of Syria. The aid will 

continue to be delivered by the Russian military in the most affected communities. 

By the beginning of November 2016 93% of the communities have already 

received such aid. We also appreciate other countries’ fair share of contribution, 

including Ireland. 

There is UN Security Council Resolution 2254, which envisages a political 

settlement of the Syria conflict. There are the relevant decisions of the 

International Syria Support Group, which is co-chaired by Russia and USA. 

 

III. Ukraine 

The coup d’état in 2014, supported by the West and its consequences remain 

the main destructive factors in the country. 

Civil war on its territory is continuing. As a result of the coup, the country 

lost part of its territory. The process of disintegration of the country continues. 

The majority of Russians, according to the conducted recent polls, continue 

to regard Ukrainians as close to us people, whose fate is linked to Russia 

historically, culturally, at the household level, expressed confidence that the 

troubled time in Ukraine will end after sobering up from the realities in which they 

find themselves. 

The fighting on the territory of Donetsk and Luhansk republics, provoked a 

coup, has no military solution. Ways of settlement of the internal Ukrainian 

conflict lie in the plane of a political dialogue between Kiev and the authorities of 

these territories. The algorithm is fixed in Minsk-1 and Minsk-2 agreements. 

Russia as well as France and Germany are involved in the conflict resolution 

process as a mediator. Attempts to present Russia as the main party of the conflict 

are the intentional distortion of reality, the essence and spirit of the Minsk 

agreements.  

The text of the Minsk agreement is attached. 


