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“I should first explain the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform is responsible for 

the development of the PPP policy framework. An interdepartmental group was established 

in 2017, comprising Departments and agencies with experience of using PPP to deliver 

capital infrastructure, to review that experience and to report to the Minister for Public 

Expenditure and Reform with recommendations on the future role of PPPs in the context of 

the new ten-year National Development Plan.  

The key findings and recommendations of the review have already been published in the 

NDP, and a copy of the relevant section has been circulate. The full review will be published 

once Government has noted it. The main outcomes of the review can be summarised as:  

 

 PPPs should continue to feature as a procurement option available to the 

Government for projects which demonstrate value for money over a traditional 

procurement option. VFM should be the key deciding factor, an approach 

recommended by both the IMF PIMA report and the PPP review and supports value 

for money as the key deciding factor.  

 

 This arrangement will apply to all new PPPs but it will not affect PPPs which have 

already been announced and which are in planning or procurement, that is, those 

projects being pursued under phases 2 and 3 announced in Budget 2015 and Budget 

2016, respectively. 

 

 Post-project reviews, which are to be undertaken for all PPPs, will be published. This 

recommendation is implemented by DPER Circular 06/2018 of 26 March 2018. 

 

 Consideration be given to the possible development of a new, alternative PPP model 

to complement the existing PPP model. Such a new option could comprise a less 

complex and shorter-term alternative PPP-type contractual arrangement that could 

facilitate greater competitive tension in the procurement process, as it would open 

up the PPP market to smaller, domestic contractors.  

 
Regarding Carillion, the main priority now is to resolve the operational issues and ensure 
that the relevant schools are brought into operation as soon as possible. Responsibility for 
those operational issues rests with the Department of Education and the NDFA. Clearly, if 
points emerge for the policy framework in that process, they will be addressed in due 
course. Consequently, NDFA will be taking the lead in this engagement.” 
 


