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Joint Committee on European Union Affairs 

Report on attendance at COSAC Plenary Meeting 

Bratislava, Slovakia, 13 -15 November 2016 

COSAC, the Conference of Parliamentary Committees for Union Affairs is the 
principal forum for co-operation between committees of the national parliaments 
dealing with European affairs. COSAC meetings are held twice a year and normally 
take place in the country holding the Presidency of the Council of the EU. The LVI 
COSAC was held in Bratislava, Slovakia, 13 to 15 November 2016. (Link to COSAC 
Programme) 

The Joint Committee on European Union Affairs was represented by Senator Terry 
Leyden, Vice-Chairman and Senator Gerard Craughwell. The delegation was 
accompanied by Heidi Lougheed, Clerk to the Committee and Ivan Farmer, Policy 
Advisor to the Committee. Cait Hayes, Oireachtas Permanent Representative in 
Brussels, also attended. 

The COSAC meeting was chaired by Mr Bubos Blaha, Chair of the European Affairs 
Committee of the National Council of the Slovak Republic. 

The main keynote speakers at the meeting included: 

Mr Robert Fico, Prime Minister of the Slovak Republic 

Mr Frans Timmermans, First Vice-President of the European Commission 

Ms Susan George, Political and Social Scientist, activist and writer on global 
social justice and President of the Transnational Institute 

Mr Hiddo Houben, EU Deputy Chief Negotiator of TTIP and Director, DG 
Trade ofthe European Commission 

Mr Maros Sefcovic, Vice-President of the European Commission for Energy 
Union 

Mr Robert Kalinak, Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of the Interior of the 
Slovak Republic 
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Joint Committee on European Union Affairs 

Day 1-14 November 2016 

Procedural Issues 

The draft agenda ofthe LVI COSAC was adopted without amendment. 

A deadline of 12 noon on 14 November 2016 for amendments to the draft 
contribution of LVI COSAC applied; 

COSAC secretariat presented the results of the COSAC questionnaire; 

The Presidency presented details of the letters received by the Presidency; 

Members of the Irish delegation engaged in the discussions on agenda items as 
follows:-

State of play of the Slovak Presidency of the Council of the EU 
(Senator Terry Leyden) 

Following the address by the key note speaker, Mr Robert Fico, Prime Minister of 
the Slovak Republic on the 'State of Play of the Slovak Presidency of the Council of 
the European Union', a wide-ranging debate took place, which included contributions 
from the floor. 

Prime Minister Fico made a number of points on the Slovak Presidency, particularly 
its work on new economic impulse, the Digital Single Market and the Energy Union. 
He said a focus is on the fight against tax fraud and evasion and the launch of the 
European Border and Coast Guard Agency. In the area of Energy, he also drew 
reference to the Council's ratification of the Paris Agreement and the adoption of 
Council conclusions. 

Senator Leyden contributed to the discussion on behalf of the Irish delegation and 
opened interventions from attendees. He congratulated the Slovak Presidency for its 
work since assuming the role at a time of great change in the European Institutions 
and outlined the challenges faced by the decision of the United Kingdom to leave the 
European Union. He also underlined Ireland's unique position regarding the border, 
measured at 499km, and Common Travel Area and emphasised the level of trade 
between Ireland and the UK, valued at €1.2 billion every week. Senator Leyden also 
raised the possibility for delegates to visit Ireland to view the benefits of an open land 
border between Ireland and Northem Ireland and congratulated the winner of the US 
presidential election, highlighting the need for Europe to work with the incoming 
administration. 

Prime Minister Fico, responding to the opening points, underlined the Bratislava 
summit and the Roadmap set out by the other 27 Member States. Mr Fico said that 
Member States would reflect on national specificities and explained the Slovakia had 
a significant number of citizens in the UK, and was concemed for their status 
following the UK's withdrawal from the EU. He emphasised that "cherry-picking" 
cannot be suppmied and that Member States should avoid separate, individualised 
negotiations. 

The delegation had the opportunity to briefly meet Prime Minister Fico individually 
before he left the conference for another engagement. 
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Strengthening the role of national parlaiments in the EU 
(Senator Gerard Craughwell) 

Mr Frans Timmermans, First Vice-President of the European Commission, was 
the keynote speaker on the debate regarding national parliaments. He referred to the 
need to understand what is happening across the world will fundamentally affect 
Europe. Mr Timmermans referred to the EU as a union of nations and citizens which 
has something to offer and should be in control of its destiny. He referred to the need 
for national parliaments and the European Parliament to work better together. 

Mr Timmermans discussed the perspective of the European Commission on relations 
with Parliaments, making reference to the use of the Yell ow Card procedure often 
being about context and it is often used for political reasons; for example the proposed 
Directive on posted workers. The issue of better law-making was discussed by Mr 
Timmermans with particular reference made to the current Commission's REFIT 
programme. 

Senator Gerard Craughwell contributed to the discussion on behalf of the delegation, 
making most of his intervention in the Irish language. Senator Craughwell highlighted 
the need for national parliaments to undertake any changes in a collaborative way 
where there is a parity of esteem between the EU Institutions and national parliaments 
and should be agreed in a manner that avoids any possible Treaty change. He 
underlined the importance of the UK withdrawal to the Irish Committee's work and 
its Work Programme for the year ahead. Senator Craughwell outlined the framework 
for scrutinising proposals as being whether they are: 

Good for Ireland and its citizens; 
Good for the European Union and its citizens; 
Good for the future of the long-tenn relationship between Ireland and the 
United Kingdom; and 
Good for the future framework between the EU and the UK 

Senator Craughwell also suggested that the incoming Presidency prioritise the 
relevant questions for the biannual report at the next meeting. 

The Transatlantic Trade and Investment Partnership (TTIP): a trade agreement 
between the European Union and the United States (and its challenges, 
opportunities and risks) 
{Senator Gerard Craughwell) 

Delegates were addressed by Ms Susan George, Political and Social Scientist, 
activist and writer on global social justice and President of the Transnational Institute 
and Mr Hiddo Houben, EU Deputy Chief Negotiator of TTIP and Director, DG 
Trade of the European Commission. 

Delegates were told of the benefits of a potential agreement, including more open 
trade, the elimination of import duties and the opening of services, in addition to 
regulatory cooperation and an improvement to standards of protection. It was stressed 
to delegates that reports and EU proposals are public. A number of pitfalls were 
highlighted, including the unpredictability of the United States, concems over secrecy 
and the model that is used, which delegates were told assumes no unemployment. 
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Delegates were told that TTIP was more about investment than trade as tariffs were 
already quite low and the issue of agricultural trade, particularly in the context of high 
tariffs and highly mechanised and competitive American farms. The Investment Court 
System (ICS) was highlighted as one of the major arguments against TTIP as it would 
allow investors to sue states, e.g. public insurance being overturned by private 
companies or climate provisions being overturned by oil companies. 

The speakers made particular reference to the need for a transparent debate and that 
for the 15 negotiation rounds, the information was public. Delegates were told that the 
European Court of Justice will be adjudicating on what the limits of trade policy are. 
Speakers noted that TTIP is now entering a "natural pause" due to the US election and 
the transition in administrations. 

The panel discussion further highlighted that there was a failure to prove to citizens 
that increased trade works for citizens. The panel discussed if the process was 
corporate driven and if societal limits were pushed too far. The two main issues 
identified were ISDS and Regulatory Cooperation, though it was also noted that 
TTIP's chance of success are now slim to none. 

Senator Craughwell contributed on behalf of the delegation on the issue of TTIP, 
stating that many trade unions believe it may have a significant effect on trade, citing 
particular areas such as agriculture. He raised concerns regarding access to reading 
rooms, which is very limited. 

Meeting of Chairpersons of COSAC 

Senator Teny Leyden, Vice Chai1man, remained in attendance for the Chairpersons' 
meeting. 

There were three items for discussion. The final draft contribution, a letter received 
from the Italian Senate and a draft declaration concerning Turkey. 

The Chair invited the Chairpersons to discuss all the amendments paragraph by 
paragraph. Following a debate on the amendments and electronic voting in the case of 
some amendments, an amended draft text of the Contribution of the LVI COSAC was 
agreed. 

Of direct interest to Ireland, the delegation suppmied an amendment to the 
contribution that "recalls that 12 Member States remain below the 10% electricity 
interconnection target and thus largely isolated from the internal electricity market. 
COSAC calls for the European Fund for Strategic Investments to give special 
attention to projects that address the most significant lack of sufficient 
interconnecti vity". 

A declaration concerning the application of fiscal rules to Italy following the recent 
earthquake was drafted, for signature by delegations. The draft text reads as follows: 

"We remind the recent seismic events in Italy and call on the European 
Institutions to take into special consideration the need to assist the inhabitants of 
all European areas subject to the risk of major earthquakes in their cunent and 
future need of safety for their lives and properties. To this end, the expenses for 
earthquake assistance, reconstruction investments and for addressing seismic 
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risks should be excluded from the calculation of the structural government 
budget balance, for compliance under the Stability and Growth Pact." 

A number of parliaments proposed a contribution concerning Turkey and its treatment 
of parliamentarians following the attempted coup on 15 July 2016. This took the form 
of a declaration which a number of delegations signed up to. The draft text reads as 
follows: 

"We condemn the attempted coup d'Etat that took place in Turkey last July, but 
express our strong concern at the large number of politically motivated arrests 
that have taken place in recent months. 

We call for the immediate release of imprisoned parliamentarians, the 
application of the rule of law to all ongoing cases, and respect for freedom of 
expression. 

We call for the evaluation of pre-accession assistance relating to reform of the 
Turkish judicial and institutional system." 

The delegation decided not to endorse either declaration, until they are brought to the 
attention of and considered by the Committee. 

Dav 2-15 November 2016 

2016: Energy Union's "year of delivery" 

The conference was addressed by Maros Sefcovic, Vice-President of the European 
Commission for Energy Union. Mr Sefcovic told delegates of the openness within 
the European Commission to talking to national parliaments and referred to the Paris 
Agreement, stating that countries that are usually reserved, such as the United States 
and China, have signed the agreement. Mr Sefcovic also stressed that no Member 
State should be pushed into a deal which is not what they want or is against national 
interest. 

Mr SefCovic highlighted the agenda ahead for the EU and stated an intention to 
present a new, substantial package. He referred to two main pillars, 1) Energy 
efficiency and what he described as the smart financing of smart buildings, and 2) 
Eco-design and eco-labelling, including whether price signals are working and the 
integration of renewables. 

The delegation did not enter the discussion on this topic, but noted the conclusions of 
the Draft COSAC Contribution. 

Securing the external borders of the EU in the context of irregular migration 

The delegation listened to the address of Mr Kalinak on securing external borders. 
Burden-sharing and unaccompanied minors and the need to find global solutions to 
the crisis were among the issues discussed by the keynote speaker. As the delegation 
had to leave the conference before the conclusion of this session, there was no 
opportunity to contribute to the debate, but the delegation noted the conclusions in the 
Draft COSAC Contribution. 
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Other Points 

.Adoption of the Contribution and Conclusions of the LVI COSAC 

• The COSAC Contribution was agreed, without further amendment and 
adopted accordingly. 

• Dates for the Meeting of the Chairpersons of COSAC were agreed for 22 - 23 
January 2017 and the dates for the LIV COSAC were confirmed for 28 - 30 
May 2017. 

~ f ~ \ \A-Q..,L~ , .5-1-Lt 
-----------------------------------------~: __ 

Michael Healy-Rae TD 

Chairman 

29 November 2016 
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ANNEX 

1. Draft Programme of the LVI COSAC 
2. Final Contribution ofthe LVI COSAC 
3. Draft Declarations on Italy and Turkey 
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Draft as of11. 11. 2016 

PLENARY MEETING OF THE LVI COSAC 

13- 15 November 2016, Bratislava 

DRAFT PROGRAMME 

Sunday, 13 November 2016 

14:00-18:00 Arrival of delegations and registration for the meeting at the hotels 

Meeting of the Presidential Troika of COSAC 

16:30 Departure from the hotels to the Bratislava Castle 

17:00-18:30 Meeting ofthe Presidential Troika ofCOSAC 

18:30 

19:00 

21:30 

Venue: Bratislava Castle, Namestie Alexandra Dubeeka 1, 
Bratislava 

Departure from the hotels to the Grand Hotel River Park 

Official dinner hosted by Mr L:ubos BLAHA, Chair of the 
European Affairs Committee of the National Council of the Slovak 
Republic 

Venue: Grand Hotel River Park, Dvotakovo nabrezie 6, Bratislava 

Return to the hotels 

Monday, 14 November2016 

07:30 Departure from the hotels to the National Council of the Slovak 
Republic for the meetings of political groups 

08:00- 08:40 

08:45 

Meetings of political groups 

Meetings of political groups 

Group of European People's Party 

Venue: National Council of the Slovak Republic, Namestie 
Alexandra Dubceka 1, Bratislava 

Departure from the National Council of the Slovak Republic to the 
Bratislava Castle 
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08:30 

09:00-9:30 

09:30 -11 :00 

Departure from the hotels to the Bratislava Castle (other 
participants) 

Registration (for those not yet registered) 

Opening session of the LVI COSAC 

Introductory remarks by Mr. L.:ubos BLAHA, 
Chair of the European Affairs Committee of the National Council of the 
Slovak Republic 

Adoption of the agenda for the Plenary Meeting of the LVI COSAC 

Procedural issues of the Plenary Meeting of the LVI COSAC 
• Information on the results of the Presidential Troika of COSAC 
• Letters received by the Presidency 

Presentation of the 26th Bi-annual Report of COSAC by 
Ms. Christiana FRYDA, 
Permanent Member of the COSAC Secretariat 

Session 1: 
State of Play of the Slovak Presidency of the Council o f 
the European Union 

Keynote speaker: 

Mr. Robert FICO, 
Prime Minister of the Slovak Republic 

Debate 

11:00-11:30 Coffee break 

11:30-13:15 Session 2: 

13:15-13:30 

13:30-15:00 

Strengthening the role of national parliaments in the EU 

Keynote speaker: 

Mr. Frans TIMMERMANS, First Vice-President, European 
Commission 

Panelists: 

Ms. Ana BIRCHALL, Chair of the Committee on European Affairs, 
Chamber of Deputies, Romania 

Mr. Gunther KRICHBAUM, Chair of the Committee on the Affairs of 
the European Union, Bundestag, Germany 

Moderator: 

Mr Martin KLUS, Vice-Chair of the European Affairs Committee of 
the National Council of the Slovak Republic 

Debate 

Family photo 

Lunch 

Venue: Bratislava Castle, Namestie Alexandra Oubceka 1, Bratislava 
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14:00-15:00 

15:00 -16:45 

Side event 'Mobilization of human capital through innovative 
legislation' 

Venue: Hall of Knights, Bratislava Castle, Namestie Alexandra 
Dubeeka 1, Bratislava 

Session 3: 
The Transatlantic Trade and Investment Partnership 
(TTIP): a trade agreement between the European Union 
and the United States (and its challenges, opportunities 
and risks) 

Keynote speakers: 

Ms. Susan GEORGE, political and social scientist, activist and writer 
on global social justice; President of the T ransnational lnstitute 

Mr. Hiddo HOUBEN, EU Deputy Chief Negotiator ofTTIP; Director, 
DG Trade of the European Commission 

Panelists: 

Ms. Dan uta Maria HUBNER, Chair of the Committee on 
Constitutional Affairs, European Parliament 

Ms. GUier TURAN, Federal Advisory Committee on European 
Affairs, Member of the Senate of Belgium and Flemish Parliament 

Moderator: 

Ms Brigita SCHMOGNEROVA, former Executive Secretary of the 
UN Economic Commission for Europe; former Minister of Finance of 
the Slovak Republic 

Debate 

16:45 Return to the hotels 

COSAC Chairpersons meeting 

17:00-18:00 Debate on the Draft Contribution of the LVI COSAC 

18:00 

19:30 

20:00 

22:30 

Venue: Bratislava Castle, Namestie Alexandra Oubceka 1, 
Bratislava 

Return to the hotels 

Departure from the hotels to the Bratislava Castle 

Official dinner hosted by Mr. Bela BUGAR, Deputy Speaker of the 
National Council of the Slovak Republic 

Venue: Bratislava Castle, Namestie Alexandra Dubeeka 1, Bratislava 

Return to the hotels 
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07:30 Departure from the hotels to the Bratislava Castle 

08:00- 09:45 

09:45-10:15 

10:15-12:00 

12:00-12:30 

12:30 -14:00 

14:00 

Session4: 
2016: Energy Union's , year of delivery" 

Keynote speaker: 

Mr. Maro5 SEFCOVIC, Vice-President of the European Commission 
for Energy Union 

Panelists: 

Ms. Danielle AUROI, Chair of the European affairs committee of the 
French National Assembly 

Mr. Kalle PALLING, Chair of the European Affairs Committee, 
Parliament of Estonia 

Mr. Antonio COSTA SILVA, Member of the European Affairs 
Committee, Portuguese Assembly of the Republic 

Moderator: 

Ms Zuzana GABRIZOV.A, Editor-in-chief of Euractiv.sk 

Debate 

Coffee break 

Session 5: 
Securing the external borders of the EU in the context of 
irregular migration 

Keynote speakers: 

Mr. Robert KALINAK, Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Interior of 
the Slovak Republic 

Panelists: 

Mr. Richard HORCSIK, Chair of the Committee on European Affairs, 
Hungarian National Assembly 

Mr. Lucio ROMANO, Vice-Chair of the Committee on European 
Affairs Policies, Senate of the Republic, Italy 

Moderator: 

Ms Katarlna CSEFALVAYOV.A, Vice-Chair of the European Affairs 
Committee of the National Council of the Slovak Republic 

Debate 

Adoption of the Contribution of the LVI COSAC 

Lunch 

Venue: Bratislava Castle, Namestie Alexandra Oubeeka 1, Bratislava 

Return to the hotels by bus 

Departures of delegations 
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Bratislava, 15111 November 2016 

PLENARY MEETING OF THE LVI COSAC 

13- 15 November 2016, Bratislava 

Contribution of the LVI COSAC 

1. Strengthening the role of national Parliaments in the EU 

1.1 COSAC appreciates the progress ofthe current European Commission (2014-) in improving 

the relations with national Parliaments, as documented in the 26th Bi-annual Report of COSAC, 
notably through the increased number of visits of Commissioners to national 
Parliaments/Chambers, and encourages the European Commission to further pursue this effort to 

create a form of lasting dialogue with national Parliaments. This dialogue supports the 

competencies ofthe national Parliaments to keep their national Governments accountable and to 
scrutinise their national and EU policies . 

1.2 In the field of political dialogue between the European Commission and national Parliaments, 
COSAC sees potential for improvement of responses to national Parliaments' reasoned opinions 

and therefore suggests that the European Commission better addresses national Parliaments' 

specific concerns within a period of no more than eight weeks and analyse all possible points of 
views when preparing its responses, especially the responses when the so-called "yellow card" 
mechanism is triggered. COSAC also stresses the importance of discussions and exchanges of 

views in the subsidiarity check procedure between national Parliaments. 

1.3 COSAC, in light ofthe established political dialogue with the EU Commission, invites the 
European Parliament to enhance, for its part, the consideration of the national Parliaments' 
opinions in the framework of the political dialogue in the relevant parliamentary committees. 

1.4 COSAC considers the ,green card" mechanism an important tool to improve the role of 
national Parliaments and therefore encourages national Parliaments to continue exploring future 
possibilities of using the initiatives under the ,green card" . 

1.5 COSAC notes that communicating the EU issues effectively in current circumstances proves 

to be one ofthe crucial elements in bridging the gap between the European Union and its citizens 
and recognises the role of national Parliaments in engaging citizens, providing them with 
impartial information and raising general awareness of EU related issues. In this respect it is 
important to underline the democratic mandate the national Parliaments have representing the 

voters. In the context of the outcome of the UK referendum, COSAC recognizes the crucial role 
of national Parliaments, as institutions of direct democratic mandate and accountability, m 

contributing to the functioning and the future of the unique project of the European Union . 

1.6 COSAC invites all parliaments to play a more vocal role in communicating the EU issues 

and to achieve this, encourages national Parliaments as well as the European Parliament to share 

1 
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their experience and best practices in the field of communication among them. Furthermore, 

COSAC notes that targeting and adapting the content of communication of EU issues may prove 

useful when engaging with specific groups, such as universities, schools, etc . 

1.7 To make full use of available technologies, COSAC invites Parliaments to fully explore 

possibilities arising from using social media channels, which may increase awareness about EU 

issues and about Parliaments as the most relevant centres of debate, especially in relation to the 

European youth . 

2. The Transatlantic Trade and Investment Partnership (TTIP): a trade agreement 
between the European Union and the United States (and its challenges, opportunities 

and risks) 

2.1 COSAC recognises that EU ' s trade policy is of utmost geopolitical and economic importance 

for Europe to shape globalisation, to strengthen international standards and to increase access to 

foreign markets ; COSAC considers that fairly negotiated, transparent and widely shared 

comprehensive trade agreements with third countries, negotiated with a view to reaching 
mutually beneficial results can be important tools that are capable of improving the EU's share 

of global trade; COSAC notes that international rules will be set by others, if the European Union 

does not act now. 

2.2 COSAC views balanced trade agreements as a chance to promote growth and job creation, 

as well as to strengthen sustainable development, enforcing human rights, labour and social 

standards, and environmental sustainability on a global scale, but also to ensure the provision of 

services and municipal services. COSAC demands that the European Union better defends its 

interests in the negotiations and insists on principle of reciprocity . 

2.3 COSAC acknowledges the differences in opinion and the scepticism being voiced by many 

European citizens about the content of these trade agreements and urges the European 

institutions, national Parliaments and the governments to address the concerns, to clearly 

demonstrate the impacts of the trade agreements and to ensure transparency of the negotiation 

processes. 

2.4 COSAC welcomes the Commission ' s improved transparency measures of the TTIP 

negotiation process, however, it stresses the need to achieve an even higher level of transparency 

for all trade agreements that could address the concerns of European citizens and 
parliamentarians . 

2.5 COSAC is convinced that the negotiation process and the outcomes of this process should 

fully respect the principles of freedom, democracy, rule of law, dignity and social cohesion, on 

which European Union is founded , and in this way ensure a solid guarantee that there will be a 

strengthening, rather than weakening of European regulations and standards, in case of the 

conclusion and signing ofTTIP. 

2 
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2.6 COSAC emphasises that the national Parliaments, as well as the European Parliament, must 

be able to scrutinise the TTIP negotiation process in line with provisions of the Treaty on the 

Functioning of the European Union (notably article 218). CO SAC considers that TTIP can only 

be provisionally applied, once the European Parliament has given its consent to a final agreement 

concluded by the Council. COSAC therefore urges the Commission and the governments of 

Member States to continue the process of intensified communication with national Parliaments 

and the European Parliament. COSAC also reminds that it is expected that TTIP is a mixed 

agreement, therefore an eventual entering into force of TTIP will be subject to the relevant 

national ratification procedures in all Member States . 

3. 2016: Energy Union's ,year of delivery" 

3.1 COSAC welcomes the project of the Energy Union and its ambitions to lead the EU towards 

a more secure and sustainable energy policy, putting it at the forefront of renewable energy 

production and the fight against climate change. This cannot be achieved on purely 

intergovernmental level, therefore common European solutions are needed. 

3.2 COSAC notes that the EU is the biggest importer of energy in the world, whereby reliance 

of a number of its Member States on a single supplier makes the EU extremely vulnerable . 

COSAC sees the high energy prices in the EU compared to competitors with concern. Therefore, 

COSAC is in favour of strengthening consumer rights that can, inter alia, effectively help in the 

fight against energy poverty. COSAC therefore recalls that the goal of the Energy Union is to 

provide European consumers with not only secure, sustainable and ecological energy, but also 

with energy which is competitive and more affordable. In attaining this objective, sovereign 

decisions of the Member States must be respected, while supporting solutions, which are better 

achieved at the EU level. 

3.3 COSAC stresses the importance of the Member States' solidarity and trust to achieve energy 
security in the EU and underlines the importance of their common approach with regard to third 

countries. In this context, COSAC expresses concern at projects, which are perceived as 

technically, environmentally, economically and geopolitically ungrounded and counter

productive from the energy security point of view. On the contrary, in regards to the 

strengthening of the Single Market and energy security, COSAC supports efforts to maximise 

the EU's use of indigenous sources of energy including those for stable and secure electricity 

generation and optimal diversification of energy supply routes, while underlining the importance 

of closer regional cooperation . 

3.4 COSAC recalls that 12 Member States remain below 10% electricity interconnection target 

and thus largely isolated from the internal electricity market. COSAC calls for the European Fund 

for Strategic Investments to give special attention to projects that address the most significant 

lack of sufficient interconnectivity . 

3.5 COSAC welcomes the Paris Agreement and considers it as a milestone in the fight against 

climate change and as a strong commitment to the environment and next generations. COSAC 
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also welcomes the swift ratification of this agreement by the EU and calls for its unconditional 

implementation. COSAC considers that the project of Energy Union can make a substantial 

contribution to achieve the Paris Agreement' s goals and, in the longer term, help meet energy 

and climate targets set by the EU for 2020, 2030 and 2050. 

3.6 COSAC underlines the importance of research and development investment for the Energy 

Union and stresses their potential in constructing a secure, effective and ecological Energy Union 

and in reducing energy production costs with a clear priority in respect of the Paris Agreement 

on Renewable Energy. In this respect COSAC also welcomes the work for a better Emission 

Trading System (ETS) which contribute to modernise the European Energy . 

3.7 COSAC believes that efforts in developing innovative low-emission technologies and 

solutions as well as progress in cost-effective innovations play an irreplaceable role in 

strengthening EU's competitiveness. 

3.8 In order to achieve as large energy savings as possible, COSAC supports measures at the 

local level focused on building reconstruction and increasing the share of the public transport 

usage. 

4. Securing the external borders of the EU in the context of irregular migration 

4.1 COSAC recognizes all humanitarian aspects of solving the migration and refugee crisis. 

COSAC further stresses the importance of finding safe and legal ways for eligible asylum seekers 
and refugees to come to the EU. COSAC appreciates the EU's cooperation with countries of 

transit and origin of migration flows, and stresses that protection ofhuman rights of migrants and 

asylum seekers and refugees must be at the centre of EU actions undertaken in order to solve the 

migration crisis. COSAC considers securing the EU's external borders as a matter of immediate 

priority for the successful management of current and future irregular migratory flows. 

4.2 COSAC reaffirms the importance of solidarity, responsibility and fair burden sharing among 

member states based on the need for an acceptable solution to irregular migration in accordance 

with Article 80 of the Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union (TFEU) while respecting 

human rights and all international treaties and conventions. COSAC encourages the European 

Union to address and eliminate the root causes of migration. COSAC invites the Slovak 

Presidency, but also future Presidencies, to submit compromise proposals and to actively 

contribute in finding effective and acceptable solutions on migration issues with a special focus 

on human rights, solidarity and humanity, as well as on easy-to-access reception management on 

the ground. 

4.3 COSAC also underlines the necessary internal European and global solidarity for effective 
resettlement programs to support states such as Italy and Greece in tackling refugee care and 
shelter. 
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4.4 With regard to the maintaining and tightening of controls of the Eastern Mediterranean route, 
COSAC calls for an immediate implementation of the EU-Turkey statement and reminds the 
need for its full and uniform application towards all Member States of the European Union . 

4.5 COSAC endorses the recognition made by the European Council, at its October meeting, of 
"the significant contribution, including of financial nature, made by frontline Member States in 
recent years"; COSAC calls on the European Institutions to take into special consideration the 
efforts put forth by these States to fulfil the humanitarian obligation that are: to save the lives of 

the growing numbers of asylum seekers that arrive to Europe ' s external borders, to provide for 

rescue operations, identification, health care assistance, shelter, clothes, food, and social 
integration. To this end, these specific expenditures should be considered in the calculation of 
the structural government budget balance . 

4.6 COSAC highlights that the European Union, as an area of freedom of movement and opened 

borders, needs to pursue a joint European migration policy with emphasis on both the protection 
of EU's citizens and external borders, safety and solidarity with refugees, asylum seekers and 
migrants while respecting human rights and all international treaties and conventions. COSAC 
strongly supports all initiatives aiming at the protection of the external borders and restoring 

regularity in the Schengen area and therefore welcomes the creation of the European Border and 
Coast Guard. CO SAC underlines the importance of prompt implementation of the regulation on 

the European Border and Coast Guard and solving the problem of insufficiently quick returns, 
by taking full advantage of the EBCG's mandate. In this context, CO SAC recalls the need for 
personnel and material supply for the effective functioning of the European Border and Coast 
Guard. 

4.7 COSAC welcomes ongoing work on the project of linked SIS (Schengen Information 
System) - AFIS (Automated Fingerprint Identification System) for identification of missing 

persons based on fingerprints, as well as the feasibility study and legislative proposal on the EU 
Travel Information and Authorisation System (ETIAS) to be published soon which will help 

secure EU borders and determine if the person did not exceed the permitted time of stay in the 
EU. COSAC underlines the challenge of effective implementation of these new tools within the 
shortest possible time. 

4.8 Stressing the challenges linked to the security and the control of external borders of the EU, 
COSAC asks that the discussions in the European Parliament on the implementation of the EU 

entry/exit system for recording entries and exits of third country nationals crossing the external 
borders of the EU Member States and on establishing of a registered travellers programme (RTP) 

are finalised as soon as possible, while addressing concerns as to the costs, proportionality and 
data protection. 

4.9 Finally, COSAC stresses the importance of sharing good practices in integrating migrant 
youth and families in local societies providing education and good work. 
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DECLARATION ON EARTHQUAKES IN ITALY AND 

ADDRESSING SEISMIC RISKS IN EUROPE 

We remind the recent seismic events in Italy and call on the 
European Institutions to take into special consideration the need 
to assist the inhabitants of all European areas subject to the risk 
of major earthquakes in their current and future need of safety 
for their lives and properties. To this end, the expenses for 
earthquake assistance, reconstruction investments and for 
addressing seismic risks should be excluded from the 
calculation of the structural government budget balance, for 
compliance under the Stability and Growth Pact. 

Declaration on the situation in Turkey 

We condemn the attempted coup d'Etat that took place in 
Turkey last July, but express our strong concetn at the large 
number of politically motivated arrests that have taken place in 
recent months. 

We call for the immediate release of imprisoned 
parliamentarians, the application of the rule of law to all 
ongoing cases, and respect for freedom of expression. 

We call for the evaluation of pre-accession assistance relating 
to reform of the Turkish judicial and institutional system. 


