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Thank you for the invitation to speak to you today. 

I have circulated my CV to you and therefore i think it is only necessary to give a quick overview and 

also to draw your attention to those parts of it which are relevant to the position of chair DKIT. 

BACKGROUND 

I am from Dundalk .I have a B.Comm from UCD 1973-76; I then worked with Arthur Andersen and Co 

(then the largest accountancy practise in the world) qualifying in 1979 and remained for a further 

year. 

I then worked in the construction industry before returning to practise 

I set up my own practise in 1989 and purchase a share in a Drogheda practise before merging both 

with my father’s practise in Dundalk. 

PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE 

The practise has therefore a wide variety of clients from small farmers, through retail, construction, 

manufacturing, travel and charities. The latter has brought me into contact with State funders and 

other benefactors plus the regulator. This has enhanced my understanding on the role of an 

auditor / directors and need for control. 

 

I was responsible in the early 1980’s for drafting a report which caused the collapse of a PLC which 

had been controlled by one man. I have therefore had first-hand experience in dealing with and 

challenging others, where necessary.  

DUNDALK CHAMBER 

I have been part of a collaborative team within Dundalk Chamber of Commerce. 

I was responsible for the commissioning of the McArdle report with Louth CC 2011and the 

submission to the All Island Oireachtas committee on behalf of Newry Dundalk and Warrenpoint 

Chambers 2016. 

I then prepared a report on behalf of Newry and Dundalk Chambers in response to the draft 2040 

plan arguing for the linear city of Drogheda Dundalk Newry, which is now Objective 2b in the Plan 

 

M1 CORRIDOR 

As a response to the National Plan  I developed  the concept of the M1 corridor, in collaboration 

with Drogheda Chamber, The Mill (Drogheda) Oriel Hub (Dundalk and I am Chair of this company) 

and Louth LEO. I would invite you all to visit WWW.M1CORRIDOR.IE 

 

http://www.m1corridor.ie/


ROLE OF DKIT 

Within an hours’ drive of Dundalk/ Drogheda there are 2,300,000 a greater number than Dublin 2m; 

Belfast 1.5m and Cork.6m 

Therefore DKIT is poised to make a significant impact on the island’s economy and needs to address 

this challenge. 

Currently DKIT has less than 300 students from Northern Ireland but has more than that from China. 

The figure for NI students was as low as 80 so there has been some improvement. 

As a Chartered Accountant in practise I have clients in all parts of the area. However it is a fact that 

the number of students from Cavan Monaghan and Meath could be higher. The pull of DCU, Sligo 

IT, and Maynooth plus others needs to be recognised and challenged 

The role of DKIT must be to retain students in the region by offering top class relevant degrees 

which will enable them to stay in the region post-graduation. The DKIT must CONTINUE to work 

with industry in meeting their demands.  

The challenge of transferring to a Technical University must be grasped as I do not believe there is a 

credible alternative. 

I know what business requires and have a deep understanding of the area in all its facets. I believe I 

have the ideas, time and dedication to make a positive contribution to DKIT. 

 

 

 


