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Introduction: 

The National Traveller Women’s Forum welcomes the opportunity to address the Meeting of 

the Joint Committee on Education and Skills. 

 

Reduced Timetables  

A reduced timetable is where the hours spent in education are reduced for a pupil.  There is 

no clear policy or guidelines in how this practice is deployed in Ireland.  The issue of reduced 

timetables as the impact on Traveller pupils (we know that they are an issue for other groups 

also) has become a major concern.  The NTWF have raised concerns in relation to them in 

the NTRIS steering committee and also directly with the Department of Education and Skills.  

There is no data or collated information available on the practice of reduced timetables in 

schools but it is being raised by local Traveller organisations as an area of concern and we 

provide a small selection of the feedback here: 

 Traveller organisations have witnessed a huge regression in Traveller education since the 

cuts to educational supports for Travellers during the recession and the issue of Traveller 

children on reduced hours has almost reached the point where it has become the policy 

rather than an exceptional measure for a child with particular needs. 

 We believe that instead of placing Traveller children on reduced hours the schools need 

to look at the root causes of Traveller children's unhappiness in a system that doesn't 

recognise value or celebrate their unique culture and identity. 

 Identified as a practice that is resorted to far too easily not as a last resort.  Schools 

should be required to give evidence of their efforts leading up to putting in place a 

reduced timetable. 

 In another area while working with schools, Traveller education workers have 

experienced that reduced timetables have been implemented, while young Travellers are 
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placed on waiting lists for psychological or educational assessments.  As waiting times 

can be quite lengthy, they experience too many young Travellers on reduced timetables 

for prolonged periods of time, without any additional supports put in place.  This has 

been continuously challenged and from a school’s point of view, it is presented that the 

reason is limited resources.  However, reduced hours in school is often the complete 

opposite as to what is needed by students, with the argument being put that, it is in fact 

an increase in supports that is required. 

 Predominant reason given for reduced timetable is “behavioural” issues, and in cases 

where the reduced timetable was introduced without the permission of a parent – those 

parents would dispute that there are behavioural issues. 

 Challenging reduced timetables can often come with a reference to poor attendance.  

This point appears contradictory.  Local Traveller organisations are trying to support the 

attendance, achievement and attainment of young Travellers in education. This can be 

difficult, if reducing hours is seen as a direct response to addressing poor attendance. 

 It exacerbates the problem because their absence in school leaves them further behind 

academically and adds to resistance to attend.  The children should be provided with 

extra one to one support, resource hours and some system that takes into account the 

child’s additional needs, in terms of managing behaviour (where there are behaviour 

issues or support needs – this is not always the case).  

 Reduced time tables for children in primary school has a double negative impact - losing 

out on an education in primary school but are expected to go into post primary and deal 

with increased subjects and multiple teachers on a daily basis and for much longer day. 

 Travellers appear to be placed in this situation disproportionately to the wider 

community 

 

 In terms of positive implementation of reduced timetables in individual cases, we can see 

how reduced timetables might support a young student, with an illness - this could mean 

the difference between receiving an education or not.  However, in many of the cases we 

have seen, have not been put in place for these reasons, but more so as a response to 

lack of resources, behaviour management and low expectations. 
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Recommendations 

 An independent investigation should be undertaken by the Ombudsman for Children.  

A clear picture of the nature and extent of the use of reduced timetables is needed 

urgently, including the reasons for and the consequences.  We also need a clear 

picture on how many Traveller pupils are impacted by this practice.  

 Department of Education and Skills need to develop clear guidelines and protocols 

with a human rights and equality ethos for schools and parents in consultation with 

stakeholders on the rational for and appropriate use of reduced timetables.  These 

should be given a statutory basis in the Education Welfare act 2000 and a rigorous 

monitoring mechanism in place to ensure it is fully observed. 

 Guidelines must contain a clear outline of the process for complaint if a parent is 

dissatisfied with the practice of reduced timetable as it relates to their child.  We 

know that there is the option of a section 29 appeal but this can be cumbersome 

process for some parents 

 Schools must be obliged to return clear data on their use of reduced timetables so 

that the situation can be monitored closely, poor practice identified and dealt with 

(phased out with strict timelines) and supports put in place where appropriate.  

Again desegregated data on Traveller pupils would be important here.  Department 

of Education and Skills, Education Welfare Service (Tusla) and the Inspectorate all 

have a role to play here. 

 Broader recommendations in relation to supporting the inclusion, participation and 

attainment levels of Traveller pupils are also of relevance here as they will address 

the underlying issues that are being ignored by schools when they place a Traveller 

pupil on a reduced timetable.  Such actions include but are not limited to diversity 

and antiracism training for school staff, ensuring that schools are a safe and friendly 

environment for Traveller students and their parents, education providers engaging 

more with families and local supports, additional school supports and resources 

being made available and addressing the issue with the delay and limitations of 

assessments. 

 


