
My name is Ian McDonagh. I am 17 years old and I attend Merlin College, Doughiska. It is my honour 

to be here today to speak about my views of the education system as a young Traveller in leaving 

cert  

I would like to take this opportunity to say that Merlin College is a great school, with a fantastic 

atmosphere where there is a genuine respect between students and teachers. I have a lot of 

encouragement and help from my teachers and also from my Scholar’s Den Homework Club where I 

attend on a daily basis.  

In January 2016, I became the first Traveller to ever take part and to win an award at the BT Young 

Scientists Exhibition, winning 2nd prize in 2016 in the Biological & Ecological Category. My project 

looked at "Does the lunar cycle play a role in equine birth patterns?"  

In January 2017, I won an award at the BT Young Scientists Exhibition, winning the Jack Restan award 

this is a special award in the BT Young Scientists. My project looked at the "Cures and Folklore of the 

Irish Traveller Community".  

Over the last number of years I have been campaigning more speed ramps and play facilities in my 

local area in Galway city. This really did give me great interest into the world of politics and I am 

hoping in the coming years that I will be a member of this government and be able to give the 

people the voice that they need.  

I am proud to be a Traveller and I hope that being recognised as an ethnic minority will enable other 

young and old Travellers to feel proud of their identity.  

I am hoping after being recognised as ethnic minority that our Traveller culture, language and history 

will be taught in schools and will bring about positive changes for the future. The yellow flag has 

been a great part of our school not just for the Travelling Community but for all communities.  

As you may be all aware of these census  

 13% of Traveller children complete second – level education compared to 92% in the 

general population. 

 Of those Travellers who drop out of second level education, 55% have left by the age of 15 

 The number of Traveller children who progress to third level education represents just 1% 

of the Traveller community.  

 The majority of Travellers 70% have only primary or lower levels of education.  

My own hopes and dreams for the future is to join An Garda Siochana. 

Well, as a young Traveller I feel they paint a very bad picture with Travellers being or less on the 

margin of society. I think that the future for young Travellers is totally dependent on their increased 

participation in education and the workforce and that this must be seen as a priority. 

For me education is very important as it builds self-confidence and awareness and an ability to 

participate actively in our society. Low levels of education lead to poor self-esteem, poor job 

opportunities, and poor health and can also lead to depression. 

In Conclusion I think that parents need to encourage their children to gain at  least a Leaving Cert 

and that School Principals and the Department of Education should take active measures together 

with Traveller parents to increase Traveller participation at both 2ndand 3rd level. 

 



 


