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The INTO thanks the Joint Oireachtas Committee on Education for the opportunity 

to make an opening statement on the progression by members of the Travelling 

Community to second-level and third-level education. 

The austerity measures imposed in 2011 led to a substantial reduction in investment 

in Traveller education. According to the report, Travelling with Austerity, 

programmes for Traveller education were cut by 86.6%. Education cuts have a 

particularly significant impact on Travellers, where participation in education has 

traditionally been fragile. In particular, the expertise and knowledge that resided in 

the VTT and RTT services has been noticeably lost to the system. The visiting 

teachers offered a specific skillset and had developed an in-depth understanding of 

the Traveller communities and their culture, and provided a valuable liaison between 

Traveller families and schools in developing relationships and advocacy support. 

Responding adequately to the particular needs of Traveller pupils continues to 

concern teachers in both DEIS and non-DEIS schools. While Home School 

Community Co-ordinators (HSCL) are responsible for liaising between schools and 

families, it was unrealistic to expect that they would be able to replace the visiting 

teachers for Travellers. HSCL teachers are not available in non-DEIS schools nor are 

they available in Rural DEIS schools. Given that only approximately half the 

Traveller pupil population attend DEIS school there is an obvious discrepancy in the 

system. Moreover, the HSCL teacher does not currently have the capacity to fulfil the 

duties previously held by the visiting teacher service. 

It is widely acknowledged that Traveller enrolment in education declines as pupils 

move through the system. A provision of specific supports and additional resources 

must be made available to Travellers across the continuum of education from pre-

school to third-level education to ensure that they have the opportunity to participate 

in our education system on equal terms with the rest of their peers.  

Huge disparities remain between the educational attainment of Travellers and the 

settled population (Forkan, 2006). The expectation that a schools’ special education 

team would be able to fully compensate for the loss of the RTTs is also unrealistic. 

The needs of Traveller pupils must be clearly reflected in a schools’ educational 

profile which now determine schools’ allocation of additional teachers to support 

special and additional educational needs. 

There continues to be many barriers for Travellers in education particularly around 

attendance, retention and completion. The additional, targeted support offered by 

the VTT and RTT service had a positive impact on Travellers in terms of these key 

challenges. In 2011, there was confirmation of improved educational enrolment with 

one hundred percent of Travellers being enrolled in primary education. Anecdotally, 

there are reports from teachers that this figure may have regressed since the 

recession. There is a need for clear, robust, independent research on the outcomes 

for Travellers in education, following the withdrawal of Traveller specific supports 

and the implementation of the Traveller Education Strategy. 
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The INTO notes the recent announcement by the Education Welfare Service (EWS) 

at Tusla to pilot a project with the aim of improving the inclusion of Travellers in 

education. While the move to develop a pilot project is welcome, there still remains 

the need for an immediate response to fill the gap left following the withdrawal of 

Traveller-specific supports across the system, in order to ensure that Traveller pupils 

receive support appropriate to their needs. The pilot arrangement, or an equivalent 

provision of resources, needs to be mainstreamed as soon as possible. 

 


