
Catholic Primary Schools’ Management Association  

Opening Remarks on school costs, school facilities, and related 

matters.  
 

I thank the Chairperson and the committee for the invitation to contribute to your consultation on 

schools costs and other related matters.  

It has to be acknowledged that Irish Primary schools are providing extraordinary returns on the 

funding provided to them. Despite, as a Grant Thornton report found in February this year, the State 

only covering half of all of the running costs of a school, PISA, a major international study into 

education, found ten year olds in our schools to be among the best in the world in literacy. They out-

scored their peers in the EU and OECD and only globally, only three countries rank ahead of them.  

This is a testament to the quality of our teachers and to the leadership of principals and the efforts 

of over 20,000 volunteers who sit on the Boards of Management of primary schools throughout the 

State. It is also a testament to parents, who provide over €46 million a year to our primary schools, 

making up the severe deficit in State-provided funding.  

However, the strains are beginning to show and it is unfair on hard-pressed parents to continue to 

have to fund what is supposed to be a constitutional right to free primary school education. 

Furthermore, it is unfair on our principals to ask them to continue to act as professional fundraisers, 

taking them away from leading teaching and learning in our schools.  

Monies raised by schools and by parents’ associations should be for the nice-to-haves, not the 

necessities; for school ground gardens, not for library books or for resourcing special education 

needs. 

It is important for the committee to appreciate that primary education is now operating at crisis 

point. Underfunding, initiative overload, and lack of substitute teachers are putting the system, and 

the professionals who work in it, under severe pressure, at a time when social change is making 

running a school ever more challenging. 

In conclusion, the current model is unsustainable. The committee should not be in any doubt as to 

the urgency of the matter. Many schools have exhausted limited contingency funds and some are 

running deficits.  



Therefore, we ask that the Department, one, identify the raising of capitation grant funding to at 

least 2010 levels as a priority for Budget 2019; and, two, provide a schedule of increases thereafter 

so as to meet the real running costs of primary schools.  

Furthermore, the minor works grant must be put on a non-discretionary basis, paid every year as 

part of the annual schedule of grants to schools. This would provide schools with much needed 

predictability and stability in their financial planning.  

I thank the committee for their time.  

 

 


