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Education (Admission to Schools) Bill 2016 

ETBI Submission to the Joint Oireachtas Committee 
on Education and Skills 

2 Minute Introductory Statement 
ETBI sees this legislative initiative as an opportunity for the State to, once and for all, put a 
statutory framework in place that will guarantee transparency and equity in school 
admissions for all young people in a community.  

The strengths of the Bill are as follows: 

 Admission policies must be published. 

 It puts inclusion at the centre of a school’s business. 

 Gives principals responsibility for implementation of school’s admission policy but there 
are resourcing issues here.  

 Inserting the key provisions in the admissions framework into the Education Act has 
merit and provides an opportunity for the enactment of a consolidated act governing 
the operation of schools. 

 A school admission policy must state explicitly that a school will not discriminate in its 
admission of a student on the ground of: gender, civil status, family status, sexual 
orientation, religion, disability, race, membership of the traveller community, special 
needs – in each case with respect to either the student or the applicant.  

 It specifies what must be included in an admission policy. 

 Parent will be required to accept the Code of Behaviour. 

 Criteria for selection where applicants exceed places must be included in policy and 
there is clear guidance about what are acceptable criteria – with waiting lists being 
proscribed. 

 Enrolment application fees and voluntary contributions are proscribed.  However, the 
banning of voluntary contributions will require a 30% minimum increase in capitation 
payments. 

However, ETBI has reservations regarding the following. 

 Students can be refused entrance to their local school because of their family’s religion 
or lack of a religion – unacceptable in a diverse and increasingly secular Ireland. 

 Currently does not address soft barriers such lack of a comprehensive curriculum or 
commitment to special needs support.  

 There is a need to define what constitutes a ‘student vacancy’.  

 There is need for greater clarity around upholding the right of students who do not wish 
to attend religious instruction and worship – probably a need for national guidelines. 

 Priority for relatives of former students remains to be addressed.  

 Parent needs to be able to appeal against a school designation and resources must 
accompany designation. 

Many difficult hurdles remain to be addressed – particularly the elucidation of an appeals 

process that is transparently fair, administratively efficient, expeditious and cost effective.   
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Since the most contentious issues are of a human rights character, consideration needs to 

be given to the Irish Human Rights and Equality Commission's recently published 

Observations on the Education (Admission to Schools) Bill 20161.  
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 https://www.ihrec.ie/app/uploads/2016/11/Observations-on-Education-Admission-to-Schools-Bill-2016.pdf 


