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Speaking notes for Joe McHugh T.D., Government Chief Whip and 

Minister of State at the Department of Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht 

to the Oireachtas Joint Committee on Regional Development, Rural 

Affairs, the Arts and the Gaeltacht on the 3rd October 2018 

 

€43.5m has been allocated in 2018 to the Programme C for Irish, the Gaeltacht 

and the Islands. This includes current funding of €33.196m as well as €10.348m 

in capital expenditure. Total gross expenditure for Programme C up to the 30th 

June 2018 was €15.818m.    

As you know, my officials and I are working on a wide range of work and 

activities to support the Irish language.  We have the overarching responsibility 

for implementation of the 20-Year Strategy for the Irish Language 2010-2030 

and its associated 5-Year Action Plan for 2018-2022 which contains specific 

targets and associated time-scales.  I believe that it is important to recognise that 

the continuous work and investment in the wide range of schemes, measures, 

programmes and initiatives being funded by the Department’s Gaeltacht 

division is central to the implementation of the 20-Year Strategy.   

 

Programme C - The Irish Language, the Gaeltacht and the Islands 

Language Planning 

Since the language planning process began four years ago, it has primarily been 

focussed on the preparation of plans. This work continued throughout last year. 

However, this year the focus has switched to implementation of these plans. My 
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Department is providing an allocation worth €2.65m to assist with the 

implementation of the language planning process in the current year.  I have 

now launched the first ten of these plans and an allocation of between €100,000 

and €150,000 each is being provided in the first year to begin their 

implementation.  This allocation will give the local committees the opportunity 

to employ Language Planning Officers to begin implementing their plans.  In 

addition, of course, these committees will have access in the short-term to the 

various supports available under the broad range of schemes being administered 

by my Department and by Údarás na Gaeltachta. A further 5 plans are 

scheduled for approval his year.   Earlier this year, my Department looked at the 

common needs specified by the various communities in their plans and 

amended its schemes in order to meet those demands.  Using this approach, 

significant additional funds have been allocated to Ealaín na Gaeltachta, 

Tuismitheoirí na Gaeltachta and Comhar Naíonraí na Gaeltachta to support the 

Gaeltacht arts, family and early years sectors respectively.  Additional support 

will also be directed to supporting youth development in the Gaeltacht.  Using 

this approach, I am very confident that the State will be able to serve the needs 

of the community in the most appropriate and effective way within the 

resources available.  

 

Údarás na Gaeltachta 

My Department funds and works closely with Údarás na Gaeltachta as the 

regional development agency for the Gaeltacht. With regard to the capital 

budget of the Údarás for 2018, the baseline figure has been increased to €7m 

this year.  This additional funding will enable Údarás na Gaeltachta to retain 

jobs in its client companies in the Gaeltacht and to attract additional investment 

to Gaeltacht areas. In that regard, I understand that the Údarás aims to create 

500 new jobs in the Gaeltacht in 2018. Additional current resources have also  
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been provided to An tÚdarás this year with a view to increasing supports for 

Gaeltacht co-operatives and community organisations. 

 

The Irish Language Globally and in the European Union 

A number of steps have been taken here in Ireland and in Brussels to end the 

derogation regarding the use of the Irish language in the institutions of the 

European Union in 2021. Approximately €1m is again being allocated this year 

to the 3rd-level sector in order to provide appropriate training courses for the 

jobs in the EU.  These sector is currently experiencing a boom, with 72 

Translator posts recently being advertised EPSO.  Work with regard to the 

ending of the derogation is on schedule and I am fully confident that we will be 

in a position to end the derogation in 2021. 

 

With regard to the teaching of Irish in universities abroad, this programme 

has been very successful and there is a continual increase year on year in 

applications under the scheme. In recognition of that, grants totalling €1.8m 

have been approved for the period 2016/17 to 2018/19 for over 40 third-level 

universities and colleges around the world. This scheme greatly enhances Irish-

language erudition within the international academic community and the status 

of the language is increased as a result. 
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Programme 6 – North-South Cooperation 

 

The Language Body 

The Language Body is one of the six implementation bodies established under 

the British-Irish Agreement Act 1999.  Expenditure in this area is on target.  I 

managed to secure additional funding of  over €0.5m  for Bliain na Gaeilge this 

year which has been included in the  Foras na Gaeilge allocation on a once off 

basis.  I am glad to report that Bliain na Gaeilge is progressing well, with a wide 

variety of national and local events having taken place already and further 

events planned for the remainder of the year. 

 

ENDS 

 


