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The Tyrone Guthrie Centre  

Background& Overview 

The Tyrone Guthrie centre at Annaghmakerrig is a unique feature of the artistic 

landscape in County Monaghan.  Formerly the family home of Sir Tyrone Guthrie, 

theatre director, impresario, playwright and philanthropist, the centre is a residential 

workplace and retreat for creative artists from the island of Ireland from overseas.  

The centre operates within the remit of the will of Sir Tyrone Guthrie “my said 

dwelling house to be used for the purpose of providing a retreat for artists and other 

like persons….so as to enable them to do or facilitate them in doing creative work.” 

For over 35 years with the continuous support of An Chomhairle Ealaíon and the Arts 

Council of Northern Ireland, and more recent support from County Councils through 

Regional Bursary schemes, the Centre remains a national arts flagship project and a 

shining example of cross border co-operation. 

A Retreat for Artists 

Today the Tyrone Guthrie Centre operates as the pre-eminent residence for artists 

on the island of Ireland. Its work is guided by the overarching policy principle to 

provide the conditions in which artists can focus exclusively and for 

extended periods on the creation of their work. The policy of TGC is focused on 

ensuring an environment (physical and psychological) conducive to making work of 

quality across a wide range of creative disciplines and guides the Board and Staff in 

maintaining and renewing the facilities of the Centre so that it is a world class 

resource for artists at all stages of their careers. 

In this regard the Centre is currently completing an upgrade to the Dance Studio 

and providing a new Rehearsal Studio. This project is supported by a capital grant of 

€245,000 from the Department of Culture, Heritage & the Gaeltacht and a matching 

grant of £150,00stg from the Ulster Villages & Garden Fund. 

Artists’ development is at the heart of TGC’s mission. In its day-to-day operation 

and emblematically, TGC makes space for the innovation and experiment central to 

the development of artistic practice. For 350 days every year TGC supports the 

quiet, invisible R&D of individual artists; regularly there’s the interaction of artists 

working collaboratively; often there’s the catalysing of new working relationships 
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and joint ventures by dint of the informal community sharing the dedicated space 

and creative ethos of TGC. 

Preparing the table for dinner at The Tyrone Guthrie Centre at Annaghmakerrig 

 

 

TGC’s core users are the artists’: 656 in 2016 over 5058 bed nights adding to 

more than 7000 artists since 1981 who have availed of the unique facilities and 

supportive environment that TGC offers.  

 

The rate of repeat visits is both a compliment and a challenge: we work hard to 

ensure first time visitors form a key element in our overall visitor profile 29% for 

2016. Our website www.tyroneguthrie.ie  is designed to provide comprehensive and 

detailed information to artists and the wider arts sector and to inform other 

interested parties and the general public about the nature and purpose of the work 

of TGC. 

 

The Centre welcomes artists at all stages of their careers; making available the 

facilities to artists at different stages of the creative cycle from early research, 

through production, to final realisation; and provide for artists of many disciplines 

and working in many contexts. This is exemplified by the diversity of artists and 

http://www.tyroneguthrie.ie/
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variety of practice hosted here since 1981 and by our continued efforts to broaden 

that range with additional facilities. International artists too represent an important 

part of our visitor profile 15% visit from outside Ireland and 9% of those are from 

outside the EU. The Centre’s association with international programmes and its 

membership of the Res Arts Network attest to TGC’s awareness of the value of 

international practice and relationships. 

 

 

A typical study for residents                           The Dance Studio 

 

Facilities at TGC 

 

The Main House (11 rooms), Cottages (5 self-catering), Studios (6 + a dedicated 

Music Room and Dance Studio) and support facilities; the accommodation and food; 

the grounds and wider environment; the atmosphere: all are designed and 

maintained to demonstrate respect for artists by providing support for the making of 

high quality work.   

 

TGC strikes a balance between the complementary cultures of “retreat house”, 

“family run hotel” and “creative collective”. Currently the rate is set at €50 per night 

full board which we consider good value for money for all concerned and in keeping 

with our responsibility to have a strong and reliable income stream to complement 

our subsidy from the public purse.  



5 | P a g e  

 

 

The abiding values of the Centre are embedded in the House itself and in customs 

like the shared evening meal are matched by a commitment to evolve so as to 

support new ways of working and take account of new developments in technology. 

The Centre measures success by the number of visitors; the high rate of return 

visits; the broadening of the disciplines and practices we support; and the formal 

and informal feedback received. 

 

Strategic Partnerships 

TGC maintains a significant number of partnerships. These include public 

bodies/agencies e.g. the Arts Council of Ireland /An Chomhairle Ealaion, the Arts 

Council of Northern Ireland provide the Centre with on-going revenue funding 

through their Annual Funded Programmes. The Office of Public Works (OPW) 

maintains and repairs the external fabric of the building, as well as the maintenance 

and upkeep of the grounds and gardens.  

 

In addition, the Centre has an on-going relationship with a variety of arts trusts and 

organisations. These include The Stewart Parker Trust and Theatre Forum. 

Annaghmakerrig maintains a good and evolving relationship with local authorities 

and Arts Officers through the Regional Bursary Scheme. International exchange 

bursaries e.g. Virginia Centre Creative Arts, US, and Varuna Writers House, 

Australia, provide a unique chance for Irish artists to work in new and stimulating 

cultural environments, and bring artists from all over the world to the TGC.   

 

         
      The Print Studio at the Tyrone Guthrie Centre        A typical Artists Studio at the Tyrone Guthrie Centre                                                                                                    
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Operational Model 

 

 Artistic Objectives: TGC delivers its artistic objectives by ensuring the 

whole Centre1 is in optimum ‘working order’ to fulfil our commitment to 

supporting artists in the making of work. The Board and Staff of the Centre 

are dedicated to ensuring that artists feel they are operating in an 

environment where they are valued and supported for their stay.  

 Strategic Planning: The Strategic Objective, in the 2015-2020 Business 

Plan, is to enhance and develop facilities and services for artists. 

 Financial Controls: The Board meets quarterly, where financial 

documentation is reviewed/ approved and a draft P&L for the year is available 

by January 31st 

 Income Generation: Additional income will come from the conversion of the 

potting shed into a two-bedroomed cottage (Leader Fund) and maintaining 

capacity at 90%+.  

 Managing Resources: TGC operates at full capacity on a 24/7 basis for 50 

weeks per year. The maintenance of the property and grounds of this unique 

asset is undertaken by OPW. The current level of support from the Arts 

Council represents 43% of annual turnover; 36% is generated through 

income from visitors; the balance is made up principally by ACNI (14%) and 

the Guthrie Trust (5%). 

 Monitor achievements/improve performance: TGC operates at full 

capacity with a 60% repeat visitor ratio.  It will maintain the high standard of 

support provided to artists, and respond to the changing needs of the sector 

and new technologies available to artists.  

 Partnerships: TGC maintains a broad range of partnerships to support 

artists in the development of their work 

 

 

 

                                                           
1
 The whole Centre encompasses the: Main House; Cottages; Studios and Workplaces; Special Facilities and 

Equipment; Grounds and Wider Environment. 
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Board of Directors: 

First name Surname 
Appointing body 

(where relevant) 

Area of 

expertise 

Term of office 

From 

(mm/yyyy) 

To 

(mm/yyyy) 

Chairperson 

Adrian Moynes Tyrone Guthrie 
Centre 

Media/Com
munications 

02/09/2017 02/09/2022 

 

Shirley Clerkin Tyrone Guthrie 

Centre 

Heritage/Arts/

Local 

Authority 

02/09/2017 02/09/2022 

Richard McBride Tyrone Guthrie 

Centre 

Legal 10/06/2017 10/06/2022 

Maureen Kennelly Tyrone Guthrie 

Centre 

Arts & Culture 

Advisor 

02/09/2011 02/09/2021 

Maureen Mackin Tyrone Guthrie 

Centre 

Arts & Culture 

Advisor 

27/07/2012 20/07/2022 

Anne   Makower Tyrone Guthrie 

Centre 

Music 03/09/2010 03/09/2020 

Marie-Louise  Muir Tyrone Guthrie 

Centre 

Arts & Culture 

Advisor 

06/09/2014 06/09/2019 

Kim Mawhinney Tyrone Guthrie 

Centre 

Arts & Culture 

Advisor 

9/06/2018 9/06/2023 

Kevin V.  Mulligan Tyrone Guthrie 
Centre 

Architectural
/Historian 

20/06/2015 20/06/2020 

      

      

      

 


