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About the Data Protection Commission 

The Data Protection Act 2018, which became law on 25 May 2018, established a new 
Data Protection Commission (DPC). The new Commission is the national independent 
supervisory authority in Ireland with responsibility for upholding the fundamental right of 
the individual to have their personal data protected.  The DPC’s statutory powers, 
functions and duties derive from the Data Protection Act 2018, General Data Protection 
Regulation, the Law Enforcement Directive (as transposed under the Data Protection Act 
2018 – see below), as well as from the Data Protection Acts 1988 to 2003 which, inter 
alia, gives effect to Council of Europe Convention 108. 

 

Using its statutory powers, the Data Protection Commission: 

 examines complaints from individuals in relation to potential infringements of data 
protection law; 

 conducts inquiries and investigations regarding infringements of data protection 
legislation and takes enforcement action where necessary; 

 promotes awareness amongst members of the public of their right to have their 
personal information protected under data protection law; 

 drives improved awareness and compliance with data protection legislation by data 
controllers and processors through the publication of high-quality guidance and 
proactive engagement with public and private sector organisations; 

 assists in identifying risks to the protection of personal data through consultations 
with organisations, and offers guidance on best practice methods to mitigate 
against those risks; and cooperates with other data protection authorities, and acts 
as Lead Supervisory Authority at EU level for multinationals headquartered in 
Ireland.  
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GDPR and other relevant legislation 

The General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR) has general application to the 
processing of personal data in the EU, setting out extensive obligations on data 
controllers and processors, and providing strengthened protections for individuals 
referred to as data subjects. Although the GDPR is directly applicable as a law in all 
Member States, it allows certain issues to be given further effect in national law. In Ireland, 
the national law, which, amongst other things, gives further effect to the GDPR, is the 
Data Protection Act 2018. 

However, in some instances, depending on the nature and circumstances of the personal 
data processing, the type of personal data being processed, or when the data protection 
issue occurred, the GDPR will not apply and instead another legal framework concerning 
the regulation of the processing of personal data may apply. For example, if a data 
protection complaint or a possible infringement of the law relates to an incident which 
occurred before the GDPR became applicable on 25 May 2018, then the Data Protection 
Acts 1988 and 2003 will apply. Since the 25 May 2018, if the processing of personal data 
is carried out by a competent authority for a law enforcement purpose (in other words the 
prevention, investigation, detection or prosecution of a criminal offence or the execution 
of criminal penalties) then the Law Enforcement Directive1, which has been transposed 
into Irish law by way of Parts 5 and 6 of the Data Protection Act 2018, will apply. 

  

                                                           
1 Directive (EU) 2016/680 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 27 April 2016 on the protection of natural 
persons with regard to the processing of personal data by competent authorities for the purposes of the prevention, 
investigation, detection or prosecution of criminal offences or the execution of criminal penalties, and on the free 
movement of such data, and repealing Council Framework Decision 2008/977/JHA 
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A very brief summary of the main data protection frameworks, which the DPC supervises 
and enforces is set out in the table below. 

 

GDPR and 
the Data 
Protection Act 
2018 

The GDPR will apply by default to the majority of personal data 
processing contexts, but in Ireland further rules on certain issues (for 
example the reasons for, and extent to which, data subject rights may 
be restricted) are set out in the Data Protection Act 2018, along with 
the provisions governing how the DPC must perform specific functions, 
such as enforcing the law under the GDPR and the Law Enforcement 
Directive. 

LED The Law Enforcement Directive is transposed into Irish law by the Data 
Protection Act 2018, in Part 5 and Part 6 of that Act.  Those provisions 
set out the laws in Ireland which apply, concerning the processing of 
personal data by data controllers who are competent for the prevention, 
investigation, detection or prosecution of criminal offences or the 
execution of criminal penalties, where personal data is being 
processed for these purposes 

 

Data 
Protection 
Acts 1988 
and 2003  

 

The Data Protection Acts 1988 and 2003 (as retained by sections 7(4) 
and 8 of the Data Protection Act 2018). The Data Protection Acts 1988 
and 2003 (without the repeals and revocations in section 7 the Data 
Protection Act 2018) apply to: 

 Ongoing investigations by, and complaints to, the Data 
Protection Commissioner respectively commenced or made 
before 25 May 2018; 

 New complaints and potential contraventions of the Data 
Protection Acts 1988 and 2003 which arose prior to the 25 May 
2018 but which are made to, or investigated by, the DPC, on or 
after 25 May 2018; and 

 Processing of personal data under the Criminal Justice 
(Forensic Evidence and DNA Database System) Act 2014 or the 
Vehicle Registration Data (Automated Searching and 
Exchange) Act 2018. 

Data 
Protection 
Acts 1988 & 
2003 

The Data Protection Acts 1988 & 2003 (as amended by the repeals 
and revocations in section 7 of the Data Protection Act 2018) apply to: 

 complaints and potential contraventions of data protection law 
concerning the processing of personal data for the purposes of 
safeguarding the security of the State, the defence of the State 
or the international relations of the State (as per section 8(1)(a) 
of the Data Protection Act 2018). 
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ePrivacy 
Regulations 

Since the 25 May 2018, processing of personal data in the context of 
certain electronic communications (including, amongst other things, 
unsolicited electronic communications made by phone, e-mail and 
SMS) is subject to both the general laws set out in the GDPR and the 
specific laws set out in the “e-Privacy Regulations”. (SI No 336 of 2011, 
under which the ePrivacy Directive 2002/58/EC (as amended by 
Directive 2006/24/EC and 2009/136/EC) was transposed into Irish 
law). 

 

In addition to specific data protection legislation, there are in the region of 20 other pieces 
of legislation, spanning a variety of sectoral areas concerning the processing of personal 
data, where the DPC must also perform a particular supervisory function assigned to it. 
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Allocation and Outturn of funds 2015 to 2019 

 

  

2019   15,280,000      8,916,000      6,364,000 

2018 (Total)   11,669,000      7,305,000      4,364,000    8,053,910   4,766,859   3,287,051 

2017      7,526,000      5,162,000      2,364,000    6,173,768   3,353,856   2,819,912 

2016      4,748,000      3,334,000      1,414,000    3,906,234   2,541,537   1,364,697 

2015      3,647,000      2,633,000      1,014,000    2,963,107   1,989,204      973,903 

Non-pay 

Allocation 

(€)

Pay 

Outturn (€)

Non pay 

Outturn (€)

2018: 01 Jan - 

24 May 2018

2018: 25 May - 

31 Dec 2018

Year
Total 

Outturn (€)

     2,637,109     1,631,496     1,005,613 

     5,416,801     3,135,363     2,281,438 

Total 

Allocation 

(€)

Pay 

Allocation 

(€)
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Outline of the structure of the DPC (effective Oct 2019) 

Effective October 2019, the DPC is moving to a model of managing its business along 
functional lines (query handling, inquiries, investigations, consultation requests etc.) as 
opposed to dedicating teams to particular sectors which had necessitated an element of 
duplicate roles across multiple teams. 

There are a number of key drivers behind the restructured organisation. These include a 
need for: 

1. More streamlined and efficient management of the increased volumes of 
complaints, notifications and requests to the DPC 

2. Better balancing of risk across the organisation. For example, we have spread 
responsibility for ‘big tech’ regulation across a number of Deputy Commissioners  

3. Improved customer service by ensuring we have a renewed focus on front-line and 
early resolution 

4. Improved training and supervision of staff and the creation of opportunities for staff 
mobility and new skills acquisition 

5. Increased supports to staff through improved organisational capacity 

 

All of these drivers and the targeting of solutions at each will ensure the DPC performs 
better and achieves higher quality and more timely outputs. The following is a brief outline 
of the work of the DPC since the introduction of the GDPR:  

 

 The DPC has seen significant growth in recent years; staffing numbers have 
increased from 85 at the end of 2017 to almost 140 at present. This growth will 
continue with additional staff to be recruited this year with various specialist 
backgrounds to meet the demands of the tasks assigned under the GDPR. 

 

 We have received 6,450 complaints/queries since January 2019 and 9,500 since 
the introduction of the GDPR in May 2018. In addition to the growth in the number 
of complaints, many of the complaints are multi-faceted in that the complainant is 
raising a number of different data protection issues. Also because of the new 
legislative regime, the complaints are more complex often raising succinct legal 
issues.   
 

 The DPC currently has 62 large scale statutory inquiries open, 21 of these are into 
multinational technology companies. 
 

 The DPC has in the region of 250 complaints being dealt with under the Data 
Protection Acts 1988 and 2003 (the old Acts). A number of these are large scale 
investigations under Sec 10 of the old Acts. 
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 Of the 6,450 GDPR-related complaints/queries received so far this year 4,086 
have been concluded. The remaining cases are either being assessed, or being 
dealt with through our early resolution or complaint handling process. 

 

 Based on current trends, we expect to receive in the region of 10,000 
complaints/queries for 2019 which would be an increase of over 140% on 2018. In 
comparison, the DPC received 4,113 complaints in 2018 and 2,642 complaints for 
2017. 
 

 We have received 4,221 breach notifications since January 2019 and 8,000 since 
the introduction of the GDPR in May 2018. For each breach notification received, 
the DPC engages with the data controller in relation to the handling of the breach 
and in many cases the DPC makes recommendations in relation to mitigation, 
procedural and security measures that should be put in place.   
 

 Based on current trends, we expect to be at just under 6,000 breach notifications 
for 2019. In comparison, the DPC received 4,740 breach notifications in 2018 and 
2,795 breach notifications in 2017.  
 

 We have received over 1,400 Data Protection Officer notifications since May 2018. 
This is a new requirement under the GDPR. 
 

 We have received 30,000 contacts to the office so far this year to our telephone 
and email helpdesk and based on current trends expect a total of 50,000 contacts 
for 2019. In comparison, we received 38,259 contacts in 2018.  

 

The new structure will be fully effective by 4 October 2019 (Appendix 1.)  
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2018 Audit Findings 

Introduction 

Each year, the Data Protection Commission is subject to multiple internal and external 
audits. For 2018, audits were performed by the Office of the Comptroller and Auditor 
General for accounting periods 1 January 2018 to 24 May 2018 and 25 May 2018 to 31 
December 2018. In addition, an internal audit was performed (in April 2019) of the Data 
Protection Commission for the year 2018 by the Internal Audit Unit of the Department of 
Justice and Equality.  

A summary of the Comptroller and Auditor General findings are as follows; 

1 January 2018 – 24 May 2018 accounting period  

1. Late submission of (DPC commencement) accounts  

25 May 2018 – 31 December 2018 accounting period  

1. Reconciliation of payroll not performed 

2. Accuracy of accruals and prepayment 

3. Accuracy of DPC Fixed Asset Register 

A summary of the Internal Audit 2018 report findings (performed in 2019) are as follows; 

1. Perform payroll reconciliations  

2. Bank mandate for petty cash should be updated 

3. Draft a disaster recovery/business continuity plan 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



11 
 

Findings from Comptroller and Auditor General Audits of 2018 and 2017 

 

  

Year No Findings Recommendation Risk Level DPC Response Current Update

ODPC 01/01 - 

24/05/2018
1

Late submission of 

accounts

Review controls to ensure 

submission date of accounts is 

adhered to Medium

Accepted the  

Findings

Controls in place to alert 

when accounts are due

1

Reconciliation of payroll 

not performed

Continue to liaise with DJE and 

PSSC to ascertain payroll 

reconciliation information Low

Accepted the  

Findings - noting 

information not 

being made 

available to the 

DPC to perform a 

payroll 

reconciliation

Continuing to liaise with 

the DJE and PSSC to 

ascertain payroll 

information

2

Accuracy of accruals and 

prepayment

Review processes to ensure 

accurate accruals and 

prepayment Low

Accepted the  

Findings

Regular review of general 

ledger to ensure 

narrative/ description 

identifies 

accrual/prepayment 

transactions

3

Accuracy of DPC Fixed 

Asset Register

Ensure controls in place to 

ensure accurate recording of 

Fixed Asset Register Low

Accepted the  

Findings

To review controls to 

ensure accuracy of Fixed 

assets

1

Recognition of Fee income 

(recognised as a balancing 

figure at year end - should 

be recognised as gross 

receipts)

Recognise total fee income 

received during period Low

Accepted the  

Findings - Final 

accounts amended

N/a - fee income no 

longer applicable

2

Pension related receipts 

not disclosed in the 

accounts

Pension related deduction 

should be disclosed in the 

accounts as appropriations-in-

aid Low

Accepted the  

Findings - Final 

accounts amended

Pension related 

deductions recognised as 

Appropriations-in-aid

3

Financial fees incurred not 

recognised in the accounts 

('netted off' against fee 

income)

Recognise gross income and 

gross financial fees separately Low

Accepted the  

Findings

N/a - fee income no 

longer applicable

4

Reconciliation of payroll 

not performed

Continue to liaise with DJE and 

PSSC to ascertain payroll 

reconciliation information Low

Accepted the  

Findings - noting 

information not 

being made 

available to the 

DPC to perform a 

payroll 

reconciliation

Continuing to liaise with 

the DJE and PSSC to 

ascertain payroll 

information

Summary of Comptroller and Auditor General Audit findings

DPC 25/05 - 

31/12/2018

2017

2018

2017
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Findings from Internal Audits 2016 to 2019 

 

 

  

Audit year Recommendation Risk Level Progress
2019 Perform payroll reconciliations Medium On-going

Bank mandate for petty cash should be updated Low Complete

Draft a disaster recovery/business continuity plan Low On-going

2018 Perform payroll reconciliations Medium On-going

Perform bank reconciliations Low No longer applicable

Decommissioned assets removed from the asset 

register Low Complete

Local Asset Register should be maintained and 

reconciled with the oracle register Low Complete

reminder issued to staff to file T&S receipts by 

claim number Low Complete

2017 Perform payroll reconciliations Medium On-going

Produce Travel & Sub Policy & Procedure Low Complete

Statement of interest be included on the agenda of 

every SMT Medium Complete

2016

Recommend a more efficient method of reconciling 

payments Low Complete

Summary of Internal Audit Recommendations 2016 - 2019
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Appendix 1 

DPC Organisational Chart (effective 4 October 2019) 
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Appendix 2 

2018 (Jan – May) ODPC Accounts and Management Letter information  

2018 (May – Dec) DPC Accounts and Management Letter information 

 

 



Ard-Reachta·re Cuntas agus C1ste 

Comptroller and Auditor General 

Tuarascail lena cur faoi bhraid Thithe an Oireachtais 

Oifig an Choimisineara Cosanta Sonrai 

Tuairim ar na raitis airgeadais 

Ta iniuchadh deanta agam ar raitis airgeadais deiridh Oifig an Choimisineara Cosanta 
Sonraf don treimhse 6n 1 Eanair 2018 go dtf an 24 Bealtaine 2018 mar a cheanglaftear fao i 
fhoralacha alt 66 den Acht um Chosaint Sonraf, 2018. 

Ta na raitis airgeadais comhdheanta dfobh seo: 

an cuntas faltas agus focaiochtaf 

na n6taf gaolmhara, lena n-airitear achoimre ar bheartais shuntasacha chuntasafochta. 

I mo thuairim, 

cuirtear i lathair go cui sna raitis airgeadais an t-airgead a fuair agus a chaith Oifig an 
Choimisineara Cosanta Sonraf le linn na treimhse 6n 1 Eanair 2018 go dtf an 24 
Bealtaine 2018. 

Aistriu feidhmeanna 

Bunafodh an Coimisiun um Chosaint Sonraf an 25 Bealtaine 2018 agus rinneadh 
feidhmeanna, baill foirne, s6cmhainnf agus dliteanais Oifig an Choimisineara Cosanta 
Sonraf a aistriu chuig an gCoimisiun um Chosaint Sonraf ar an data sin. 

Bunus na tuairime 

Rinne me m'iniuchadh ar na raitis airgeadais de reir na gCaighdean ldirnaisiunta um 
lniuch6ireacht arna bhf6gairt ag Eagrafocht ldirnaisiunta na nUasfhoras lniuch6ireachta. 
Ta cur sfos deanta san aguisfn a ghabhann leis an tuarascail seo ar na freagrachtaf ata orm 
faoi na caighdeain sin. Taim neamhspleach ar an gCoimisiun um Chosaint Sonraf agus 
chomhlfon me na freagrachta f eiticiula eile ata orm de reir na gcaighdean. 

Creidim gur leor an fhianaise iniuch6ireachta a fuair me agus go bhfuil sf oi riunach do 
bhunus a thabhairt le mo thuairim. 

Tuarascail ar fhaisneis seachas na raitis airgeadais agus ar abhair 
eile 

Chuir Oifig an Choimisineara Cosanta Sonraf faisneis airithe eile i lathair i dteannta na 
raiteas airgeadais. Cuimsionn an fhaisneis sin an raiteas rialachais agus an raiteas faoi 
rial0 inmheanach. Ta cur sfos deanta san aguisfn a ghabhann leis an tuarascail seo ar na 
freagrachtaf ata orm tuairisc a thabhairt ar fhaisneis den s6rt sin agus ar abhair airithe eile 
ar a dtuairiscfm trf eisceacht. 

Nfl aon rud le tuairisciu agam ina leith sin. 

Seamus McCarthy 
An tArd-Reachtaire Cuntas agus Ciste 

10 luil 2019 



Aguisin a ghabhann leis an tuarascail 

Freagrachtai Oifig an Choimisineara Cosanta Sonrai 

Ta an Coimisineir freagrach as na nithe seo a leanas: 

na raitis airgeadais a ullmhu san fhoirm a fhorordaitear i mir 
9 den dara sceideal a ghabhann leis na hAchtanna um 
Chosaint Sonrai, 1988 agus 2003 

a chinnti i'.J go gcuirtear i lathair go cui sna raitis airgeadais an 
t-airgead a fuarthas agus a caitheadh le linn na treimhse 6n 1 
Eanair 2018 go dti an 24 Bealtaine 2018 de reir na mbeartas 
cuntasaiochta ata leagtha amach sna raitis airgeadais 

rialtacht na n-idirbheart a chinntiu, agus 

Gibe rialu inmheanach a mheasann si a bheith riachtanach 
chun raitis airgeadais a ullmhu ata saor 6 mhiraiteas 
abhartha, biodh calaois n6 earraid mar chuis leis. 

Freagrachtai an Ard-Reachtaire Cuntas agus 
Ciste 

Ceanglaitear orm faoi alt 66 den Acht um Chosaint Sonrai, 2018, 
raitis airgeadais deiridh Oifig an Choimisineara Cosanta Sonrai a 
iniuchadh. 

Ta se mar chusp6ir agam agus an t-iniuchadh a dheanamh agam 
dearbhu reasunach a fhail ar ce acu ata n6 nach bhfuil na raitis 
airgeadais ina n-iomlaine saor 6 mhiraiteas abhartha, biodh 
calaois n6 earraid mar chuis leis. Is ionann dearbhu reasunach 
agus leibheal ard dearbhaithe. Mar sin fein, ni rathaionn se gur i 
ngach cas ina bhfuil se ann a aimseofar miraiteas abhartha le linn 
iniuchadh a dheantar de reir na gCaighdean ldirnaisiunta um 
lniuch6ireacht. Is feidir le miraitis teach! as calaois n6 earraid agus 
meastar iad a bheith abhartha mas amhlaidh ina n-aonar n6 mar 
chomhiomlan go bhfeadfai a bheith ag suil go reasunach go 
rachadh siad i bhfeidhm ar chinnti eacnamaiocha a dheanann 
usaideoiri ar bhonn na raiteas airgeadais sin. 

Mar chuid d'iniuchadh a dheantar de reir na gCaighdean 
ldirnaisiunta um lniuch6ireacht, usaidim breithiunas gairmiuil agus 
coinnim sceipteachas gairmiuil ar bun ar fud an iniuchta. Le linn 
deanamh amhlaidh, 

Deanaim sainaithint agus measunu ar na rioscai a 
bhaineann le miraiteas abhartha sna raitis airgeadais de 
bharr calaoise n6 earraide; ceapalm n6sanna imeachta 
iniuch6ireachta ata freagruil do na rioscai sin agus cuirim i 
bhfeidhm iad; agus faighim fianaise iniuchta is leor agus is 
cui chun bonn a thabhairt do mo thuairim. Is airde an baol 
nach mbraithfi miraiteas abhartha de bharr calaoise na de 
bharr earraide, toisc go bhfeadfadh claonphairteachas, 
brionnu, easnamh d'aon ghn6, mifhaisneis n6 saru ar an 
rialu inmheanach a bheith i gceist le calaois. 

Gn6thaim tuiscint ar an rialu inmheanach a bhaineann leis 
an iniuchadh chun n6sanna imeachta iniuch6ireachta a 
cheapadh ata cui sna cuinsi, seachas chun tuairim a chur in 
iul ar a eifeachtai ata na rialuithe inmheanacha. 

Deanaim meast6ireacht ar a chui ata na beartais 
chuntasaiochta a usaideadh agus ar a reasunai ata na 
meastachain chuntasaiochta agus an nochtadh gaolmhar. 

Teim i dteagmhail leo sin a bhfuil freagrachtai rialachais orthu 
maidir le raon feidhme agus uainiu beartaithe an iniuchta agus 
maidir le fionnachtana suntasacha iniuchta, lena n-airitear aon 
easnaimh shuntasacha ar an rialu inmheanach a shainaithnim le 
linn m'iniuchta, i measc abhair eile. 

Faisneis seachas na riiitis airgeadais 

Ni chumhdaionn mo thuairim ar na raitis airgeadais an fhaisneis 
eile ata curtha i lathair sna raitis airgeadais sin, agus ni chuirim 
aon chinneadh dearbhaithe in iul ina leith. 

I dtaca le m'iniuchadh ar na raitis airgeadais, ceanglaitear orm faoi 
na Caighdeain ldirnaisiunta um lniuch6ireacht an raiteas faoi rialu 
inmheanach airgeadais a chuirtear i lathair a leamh agus, le linn 
deanamh amhlaidh, a bhreithniu ce acu is amhlaidh n6 nach 
amhlaidh go bhfuil an fhaisneis ata ann neamh­
chomhsheasmhach go habhartha leis na raitis airgeadais n6 le 
heolas a gn6thaiodh le linn an iniuchta n6 go bhfuil an chuma uirthi 
ar shli eile gur tugadh miraiteas abhartha ina leith. Mas rud e, 
bunaithe ar an obair ata deanta agam, go dtagaim ar an gconcluid 
go bhfuil miraiteas abhartha ann i leith na faisneise sin, 
ceanglaitear orm an fhiric sin a thuairisciu. 

Tuairisciu ar iibhair eile 

Deantar m'iniuchadh tri thagairt do na cuinsi speisialta a 
bhaineann le comhlachtai Stai! maidir lena mbainistiu agus lena n­
oibriu. Tuairiscim i gcas go sainaithnim abhair abhartha a 
bhaineann leis an d6igh ar cuireadh gn6 poibli i gcrich. 

Feachaim le linn an iniuchta le fianaise a fhail ar rialtacht na n­
idirbheart airgeadais. Tuairiscim i gcas go sainaithnim aon 
chasanna abhartha nar caitheadh airgead poibli do na criocha a 
bhi beartaithe iontu n6 nach ndearnadh na hidirbhearta de reir na 
n-udaras a bhi a rialu iontu. 

Tuairiscim tri eisceacht freisin i gcas gurb 
amhlaidh, i mo thuairimse, 

nach bhfuair me an fhaisneis agus na minithe ar fad a 
theastaigh uaim do m'iniuchadh, n6 

nar leor na taifid chuntasaiochta chun me a chumasu 
iniuchadh reidh cui a dheanamh ar na raitis airgeadais, n6 

nach bhfuil na raitis airgeadais ag teach! leis na taifid 
chuntasaiochta. 
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RAITEAS RIALACHAIS AGUS TUARASCAIL AN CHOIMISINEARA COSANTA SONRAi THAR 
CEANN AN CHOIMISIUIN UM CHOSAINT SONRAi 

I LEITH OIFIG AN CHOIMISINEARA COSANTA SONRAi 

Cusp6ir an Raitis Airgeadais seo 
Ta creat dlfthiuil nua um chosaint sonraf i bhfeidhm ar fud an Aontais Eorpaigh 6 theacht i bhfeidhm an 
Rialachain Ghinearalta maidir le Cosaint Sonraf an 25 Bealtaine 2018. Ar an data sin, ba leis an Acht um 
Chosaint Sonraf, 2018, a bunafodh Coimisiun nua um Chosaint Sonraf agus a aistrfodh feidhmeanna uile an 
Choimisineara Cosanta Sonraf chuig an gCoimisiun nua. Mar aon leis an aistriu feidhmeanna, aistrfodh baill 
foirne, maoin, cearta agus dliteanais, lenar airfodh aon dliteanais a thiocfadh chun cinn amach anseo, chuig an 
gCoimisiun um Chosaint Sonraf freisin. 

Le cur i bhfeidhm Rialachan Ginearalta an Aontais Eorpaigh maidir le Cosaint Sonraf 6n 25 Bealtaine 2018, 
tugadh r6I i bhfad nfos m6 don Choimisiun nua um Chosaint Sonraf mar udaras cosanta sonraf agus is ionann 
an Coimisiun nua anois agus udaras maoirseachta a bhfuil sainchuram ar fud an Aontais Eorpaigh air. 
Ceanglaftear le halt 66(1) den Acht um Chosaint Sonraf, 2018, ar an gCoimisiun nua um Chosaint Sonraf cuntais 
deiridh Oifig an Choimisineara Cosanta Sonraf a ullmhu. De reir alt 66(1 ), d'ullmhaigh an Coimisiun nua na 
cuntais deiridh seo lena gcumhdaftear an treimhse 6n 1 Eanair go dtf an 24 Bealtaine 2018. 

Cheap an Rialtas Helen Dixon mar Choimisineir Cosanta Sonraf i mf Mhean F6mhair 2014 ar feadh treimhse 5 
bliana de reir alt 9(1) den Acht um Chosaint Sonraf, 1988, arna leasu. De reir alt 15(4) den Acht um Chosaint 
Sonraf, 2018, rinneadh an Coimisineir Cosanta Sonraf ar an gCoimisiun nua um Chosaint Sonraf di an 25 
Bealtaine 2018. 

Rialachas 
Bunafodh Oifig an Choimisineara Cosanta Sonraf faoi na hAchtanna um Chosaint Sonraf, 1988 agus 2003, agus 
bhf a feidhmeanna leagtha amach in alt 9 d'Acht 1988, arna leasu. 

Bhf Oifig an Choimisineara Cosanta Sonraf neamhspleach maidir le comhlfonadh a feidhmeanna agus bhf sf 
cuntasach don Aire Dlf agus Cirt agus Comhionannais trf Chomhaontu Dearbhaithe Rialachais. Chinntigh an 
Coimisineir Cosanta Sonraf dea-rialachas agus chomhlfon sf an curam sin trf chusp6irf agus spriocanna 
straiteiseacha a leagan sfos agus trf chinntf straiteiseacha a dheanamh ar gach saincheist thabhachtach ghn6. 
Ba ar an gCoimisineir Cosanta Sonraf agus ar an bhfoireann ardbhainistfochta a bhf an fhreagracht as Oifig an 
Choimisineara Cosanta Sonraf a bhainistiu, a rialu agus a threoru ar bhonn laethuil. Le tacafocht 6n bhfoireann 
ardbhainistfochta, is f an Coimisineir Cosanta Sonraf a chomhlfonann na feidhmeanna sin anois thar ceann an 
Choimisiuin. 

Freagrachtaf Oifig an Choimisineara Cosanta Sonrai 
Ceanglafodh le mfr 9 de Sceideal 2 a ghabhann leis na hAchtanna um Chosaint Sonraf, 1988 agus 2003, ar an 
gCoimisineir Cosanta Sonraf na cuntais go leir is cuf agus is gnach ar an airgead go leir a fuair an Oifig agus a 
chaith sf a choimead i cibe foirm a cheadaigh an tAire Dlf agus Cirt agus Comhionannais, le toiliu an Aire 
Caiteachais Phoiblf agus Athch6irithe. 

Le linn na cuntais sin a ullmhu, ceanglafodh ar Oifig an Choimisineara Cosanta Sonraf­
beartais chuf chuntasafochta a roghnu agus a chur i bhfeidhm go comhsheasmhach, 
breithiunais agus meastachain ata reasunta agus stuama a dheanamh, 
na cuntais a ullmhu ar bhonn an ghn6thais leantaigh ach amhain i gcas go bhfuil se mfchuf talamh slan a 
dheanamh de go leanfaidh sf ag feidhmiu, agus 
a lua ce acu a leanadh n6 nar leanadh caighdeain chuntasafochta is infheidhme, faoi reir aon imeachtaf 
abhartha ata mfnithe agus nochta sna cuntais. 

Bhf Oifig an Choimisineara Cosanta Sonraf freagrach as taifid chuf chuntasafochta a choinneail, inar cuireadh a 
staid airgeadais in iul le cruinneas reasunta ag am ar bith agus lenar cuireadh ar a cumas a chinntiu gur chlofgh 
na cuntais le mfr 9 de Sceideal 2 a ghabhann leis na hAchtanna um Chosaint Sonraf, 1988 agus 2003. Bae an 
Coimisineir Cosanta Sonraf a bhf freagrach as cothabhail agus iomlaine na faisneise corparaidf agus airgeadais 
a bhf ar fail ar shufomh Greasain Oifig an Choimisineara Cosanta Sonraf. 
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Bhf an Coimisineir Cosanta Sonraf freagrach as plean bliantuil agus buisead bliantuil na hOifige a cheadu agus 
rinneadh meast6ireacht go rialta ag cruinnithe ar fud na treimhse ar fheidhmfocht na hOifige i gcomparaid leis an 
bplean bliantuil agus leis an mbuisead bliantuil. Bhf Oifig an Choimisineara Cosanta Sonraf freagrach freisin as 
a s6cmhainnf a chosaint agus, da bhrf sin, as bearta reasunacha a dheanamh chun calaois agus mfrialtachtaf 
eile a chose agus a aimsiu. 
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RAITEAS RIALACHAIS AGUS TUARASCAIL AN CHOIMISINEARA COSANTA SONRAi 
THAR CEANN AN CHOIMISIUIN UM CHOSAINT SONRAi 

I LEITH OIFIG AN CHOIMISINEARA COSANTA SONRAi 

Measann Oifig an Choimisineara Cosanta Sonrai go gcuirtear i lathair go cui i gcuntais na hOifige feidhmiocht 
airgeadais agus staid airgeadais Oifig an Choimisineara Cosanta Sonrai ag an 24 Bealtaine 2018. 

Struchtur rialachais Oifig an Choimisineara Cosanta Sonrai 

Maidir le struchtur rialachais Oifig an Choimisineara Cosanta Sonrai, bhi Coiste Ardbhainistfochta ag an oifig, a 
chuimsigh an Coimisineir Cosanta Sonrai agus cuigear Leas-Choimisineiri. Ba e r61 an Choiste Ardbhainistfochta 
maoirseacht a dheanamh ar bhainistiocht chui agus rialachas cui na hoifige ar aon dul leis na prionsabail ata 
leagtha amach sa Ch6d Cleachtais do Rialachas Comhlachtai Stait (2016). Airiodh le tearmai tagartha an 
Choiste Ardbhainistiochta ceannaireacht straiteiseach, bainistiocht agus maoirseacht na heagraiochta, 
faireachan a dheanamh ar fheidhmiocht an lucht bainistiochta agus na foirne i gcomparaid le tosaiochtai 
straiteiseacha agus gn6, cusp6iri straiteiseacha agus gn6, treo straiteiseach agus dushlain na heagraiochta. 

Bhi Oifig an Choimisineara Cosanta Sonrai faoi shainchuram Choiste lniuch6ireachta lnmheanai na Roinne Dli 
agus Cirt agus Comhionannais. Le linn na treimhse a chumhdaitear leis an Raiteas Airgeadais seo, chuir Aonad 
lniuch6ireachta lnmheanai na Roinne Dli agus Cirt agus Comhionannais iniuchtai i gcrich ar Oifig an 
Choimisineara Cosanta Sonrai. Rinne Coiste Ardbhainistiochta na hoifige scrudu orthu sin. Cuireadh iad faoi 
bhraid Choiste lniuch6ireachta na Roinne Dli agus Cirt agus Comhionannais lena bple freisin. 

Sceideal Freastail ar Chruinnithe an Choiste Ardbhainistiochta, Tailli agus Speansas 

Ta sceideal freastail ar chruinnithe an Choiste don treimhse 6n 12 Eanair 2018 go dti an 24 Bealtaine 2018 
leagtha amach thios. 

An Coiste Ardbhainistiochta 

Helen Dixon 16/16 
Anna Morgan 15/16 
Dale Sunderland 16/16 
Jennifer O'Sullivan 13/16 
John O'Dwyer 14/16 
Marita Kinsella 2/2 

Nior iocadh aon tailli na speansais leis an gCoiste Ardbhainistiochta i dtaca leis na cruinnithe a tion61adh suas go 
dti an 24 Bealtaine 2018. 

Athruithe Priomhphearsanra 

Ni dhearnadh aon athruithe priomhphearsanra sa treimhse 6n 1 Eanair 2018 go dti an 24 Bealtaine 2018. 
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RAITEAS RIALACHAIS AGUS TUARASCAIL AN CHOIMISINEARA COSANTA SONRAi 
THAR CEANN AN CHOIMISIUIN UM CHOSAINT SONRAi 

I LEITH OIFIG AN CHOIMISINEARA COSANTA SONRAi 

An Nochtadh a Cheanglaitear leis an gC6d Cleachtais do Rialachas Comhlachtai Stait (2016) 

Bhf Oifig an Choimisineara Cosanta Sonraf freagrach as a chinntiu gur chomhlfon an Oifig ceanglais an Ch6id 
Chleachtais do Rialachas Comhlachtaf Stait ("an C6d") arna fhoilsiu ag an Roinn Caiteachais Phoiblf agus 
Athch6irithe i mf Lunasa 2016. Ceanglaftear an nochtadh sea a leanas leis an gC6d: 

Miondealu ar Shochair Ghearrthearmacha Fostaithe 

Deantar sochair ghearrthearmacha fostaithe ar fiu nfos m6 na €60,000 in aghaidh na bliana iad a 
chatag6iriu sna bandaf sea a leanas: 

Raon Lion fostaithe 
6 Go 2018 

€ 60,000 € 69,999 18 
€ 70,000 € 79,999 9 
€ 80,000 € 89,999 2 
€ 90,000 € 99,999 3 
€ 100,000 € 109,999 2 
€ 110,000 € 119,999 
€ 120,000 € 129,999 1 

Tabhair faoi deara: Chun crfocha an nochta sea, airftear iad sea a leanas le sochair ghearrthearmacha 
fostaithe a focadh i leith seirbhfsf a solathrafodh le linn na treimhse tuairiscithe: tuarastal; liuntais ragoibre; 
agus focafochtaf eile a rinneadh thar ceann an fhostaf. Ni airftear ASPC 6n bhfost6ir lea, afach. 

Costais Chomhairleachta 

Airftear le costais chomhairleachta an costas ar chomhairle sheachtrach a chur ar an lucht bainistfochta. Nf 
airitear lea an costas ar fheidhmeanna seachfhoinsithe 'gnathghn6'. 

An treimhse 6n 
1 Eanair 2018 
go dtf an 24 

Bealtaine 2018 

An 12 mhi go 
dti an 31 
Nollaig 2017 

Comhairle dlf 
Seirbhfsf Comhairleacha Gn6 (Clar Ullmhachta don Rialachan 
Ginearalta maidir le Cosaint Sonraf) 
Caidreamh poiblf/margafocht 
Eile 
Costais chomhairleachta iomlana 

€ 
2,498 

274,503 

40,524 

317,525 

€ 
71,615 

503,050 

53,616 
71,082 

699,363 
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RAITEAS RIALACHAIS AGUS TUARASCAIL AN CHOIMISINEARA COSANTA SONRAi 
THAR CEANN AN CHOIMISIUIN UM CHOSAINT SONRAi 

I LEITH OIFIG AN CHOIMISINEARA COSANTA SONRAi 

Costais Dli agus Socraiochtai 

Sa tabla thios, ta miondealu tugtha ar na suimeanna a iocadh sa treimhse tuairiscithe i dtaca le costais dli, le 
socraiochtai agus le himeachtai reitigh agus eadrana a bhaineann le conarthai le triu pairtithe. Ni airitear leis caiteachas 
a tabhaiodh ar an gcomhairle dli ghinearalta a fuair Oifig an Choimisineara Cosanta Sonrai. Ta an caiteachas sin ar 
aireamh sna costais Chomhairleachta thuas. Ce gur fostaiodh pairtithe dli le linn na treimhse, ba ag deireadh na bliana 
a readaiodh na costais iomlana a bhi i gceist leo. Leireofar na costais sin sa raiteas airgeadais 6n gCoimisiun um 
Chosaint Sonrai don chuid eile den bhliain 2018, rud lena gcumhd6far an treimhse 6n 25 Bealtaine 2018 go dti an 31 
Nollaig 2018. 

Tailli dli - imeachtai dli 

Costais dli a aisghabhadh 

lomlan 

Caiteachas Taistil agus Cothaithe 

Is mar seo a leanas a chatag6iritear caiteachas taistil agus 
cothaithe: 

Taisteal intire 
- An Coimisineir 
- Fostaithe 
Taisteal ldirnaisiunta 
- An Coimisineir 
- Fostaithe 
lomlan 

Caiteachas Failteachais 

An treimhse 6n 
1 Eanair 2018 
go dti an 24 

Bealtaine 2018 

€ 

247,904 

(7,027) 

240,877 

An 12 mhi go 
dti an 31 
Nollaig 2017 

€ 

1,569,352 

(5,641) 

1,563,711 

An treimhse 6n 
1 Eanair 2018 
go dti an 24 

Bealtaine 2018 

An 12 mhi go 
dti an 31 
Nollaig 2017 

€ 

9,435 

2,487 
37 045 
48,967 

€ 

210 
33,237 

7,256 
62,053 

102,756 

Nior tabhaiodh aon chaiteachas failteachais sa treimhse 6n 1 Eanair 2018 go dti an 24 Bealtaine 2018 (an 12 mhi go dti 
an 31 Nollaig 2017: €0). 
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RAITEAS RIALACHAIS AGUS TUARASCAIL AN CHOIMISINEARA COSANTA SONRAI THAR 
CEANN AN CHOIMISIUIN UM CHOSAINT SONRAI 

I LEITH OIFIG AN CHOIMISINEARA COSANTA SONRAI 

Raiteas faoi Chomhlionadh 

Chomhlfon 0ifig an Choimisineara Cosanta Sonrai ceanglais an Ch6id Chleachtais do Rialachas Comhlachtai 
Stait arna fhoilsiu ag an Roinn Caiteachais Phoiblf agus Athch6irithe i mi Lunasa 2016, gan na heisceachtai seo 
a leanas a aireamh: 

Ta an struchtur rialachais faoinar bunaiodh 0ifig an Choimisineara Cosanta Sonrai difriuil le struchtur 
rialachais roinnt comhlachtai eile stait sa d6igh is nach bhfuil aon struchtur Boird ann. I gcomhtheacs 
0ifig an Choimisineara Cosanta Sonraf, thug an Coimisineir agus na Leas-Choimisineiri faoin r6I mar 
Bhord, anuas ar na feidhmeanna feidhmiuchain a chomhlfonadh. 6s rud e go raibh Oifig an 
Choimisineara Cosanta Sonraf mar chuid den v6ta Dli agus Cirt, ba e Ard-Runai na Roinne Dlf agus Cirt 
agus Comhionannais a chomhlion feidhm an oifigigh chuntasafochta. 

I Rannain 7.2 agus 7.7 den Ch6d, tagraitear d'Aonad lniuch6ireachta lnmheanaf agus do Choiste 
lniuch6ireachta agus Riosca ata comhdheanta go cui a bheith ag Comhlacht Stait. Ba e Aonad 
lniuch6ireachta lnmheanai na Roinne Dlf agus Cirt agus Comhionannais, faoi mhaoirseacht Choiste 
lniuch6ireachta V6ta 24 (Dlf agus Ceart), a chomhlfon feidhm lniuch6ireachta lnmheanai an 
Choimisineara Cosanta Sonrai. Rinne Aonad lniuch6ireachta lnmheanaf na Roinne Dlf agus Cirt agus 
Comhionannais iniuchadh ar rialuithe airgeadais 0ifig an Choimisineara Cosanta Sonrai go luath sa 
bhliain 2018 agus rinne Coiste Ardbhainistiochta 0ifig an Choimisineara Cosanta Sonraf agus Coiste 
lniuch6ireachta na Roinne Dlf agus Cirt agus Comhionannais breithniu ar an tuarascail iniuch6ireachta 
ina leith ina dhiaidh sin. Nior sainaithniodh aon saincheisteanna suntasacha san iniuchadh. De bhreis air 
sin, bhi 0ifig an Choimisineara Cosanta Sonrai faoi reir iniuchadh bliantuil ag an Ard-Reachtaire Cuntas 
agus Ciste agus bhi a pr6iseas inmheanach bainistiochta riosca faoi mhaoirseacht ag an gCoiste 
Ardbhainistiochta, a ghniomhaigh mar Choiste Riosca don oifig freisin. 

Le Rannan 8.8 den Ch6d, ceanglaftear ar Chomhlacht Stait Comhaontu Solathar Feidhmfochta a 
chomhaontu lena mhathair-Roinn abhartha. 6s rud e go raibh 0ifig an Choimisineara Cosanta Sonraf 
neamhspleach maidir le comhlfonadh a feidhmeanna faoi fhoralacha na nAchtanna um Chosaint Sonrai, 
1988 agus 2003, ni raibh sf faoi reir Comhaontu Solathar Feidhmfochta leis an Roinn Dlf agus Cirt agus 
Comhionannais. Ina ionad sin, bhf Comhaontu Dearbhaithe Rialachais (2017 - 2019) leis an Roinn Dlf 
agus Cirt agus Comhionannais i bhfeidhm ag 0ifig an Choimisineara Cosanta Sonrai. Leagadh amach sa 
Chomhaontu sin an creat leathan rialachais chorparaidigh ar laistigh de a d'oibrigh an 0ifig agus inar 
sainfodh na priomhr6il agus na prfomhfhreagrachtai a bhf mar bhonn agus thaca ag an gcaidreamh idir 
an 0ifig agus an Roinn Dlf agus Cirt agus Comhionannais. Ta an Comhaontu Dearbhaithe Rialachais a 
thabhairt cothrom le data anois i bhfianaise bhunu an Choimisiuin nua um Chosaint Sonrai. 

Sfnithe thar ceann 0ifig an Choimisineara Cosanta Sonraf 

I 
// / 

_J __ ,,_,L_. _/_~~ 

Helen Dixon 
Coimisineir 
An Coimisiun um Chosaint Sonraf 

y ,._ / __ I ). , < 'l 
Data: :) 
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Raon Freagrachta 

OIFIG AN CHOIMISINEARA COSANTA SONRAi 

RA.ITEAS FAOI RIALU INMHEANACH 

I LEITH OIFIG AN CHOIMISINEARA COSANTA SONRAi 

Maidir le hOifig an Choimisineara Cosanta Sonraf, aithnfm an fhreagracht as a chinntiu go ndearnadh c6ras 
eifeachtach rialaithe inmheanaigh a chothabhail agus a fheidhmiu. Agus an fhreagracht sin a comhlfonadh, 
tugtar aird ar cheanglais an Ch6id Chleachtais do Rialachas Comhlachtai Stait (2016). 

Cusp6ir an Ch6rais Rialaithe lnmheanaigh 

Bhi c6ras rialaithe inmheanaigh Oifig an Choimisineara Cosanta Sonraf deartha chun riosca a choinneail ar 
leibheal inghlactha, seachas deireadh a chur leis. Da bhri sin, ni fheadann an c6ras ach dearbhu reasunach 
agus nf dearbhu iomlan a chur ar fail go gcosnaitear s6cmhainnf, go n-udaraitear idirbhearta agus go dtaifeadtar 
iad go cui agus go gcoisctear earraidf abhartha agus mirialtachtaf n6 go mbraitear iad ar bhealach trathuil. 

Bhf an c6ras rialaithe inmheanaigh sin, ata ag teacht leis an treoir arna heisiuint ag an Roinn Caiteachais Phoiblf 
agus Athch6irithe, i bhfeidhm in Oifig an Choimisineara Cosanta Sonraf don treimhse dar crfoch an 24 Bealtaine 
2018 agus suas go dti an data a ceadafodh na cuntais. 

Cumas le Riosca a Laimhseail 

Thug Oifig an Choimisineara Cosanta Sonraf tuairisc ar gach nf iniuchoireachta don Choiste lniuch6ireachta sa 
Roinn Dlf agus Cirt agus Comhionannais. Thainig an Coiste lniuch6ireachta sa Roinn Dlf agus Cirt agus 
Comhionannais le cheile dha uair sa treimhse suas go dti an 24 Bealtaine 2018. Ghnfomhaigh Coiste 
Ardbhainistiochta Oifig an Choimisineara Cosanta Sonraf mar Choiste Riosca don eagrafocht. D'fhreastail 
bainisteoiri sinsearacha 6n oifig ar bhuanchruinniu rialachais leis an Roinn Dli agus Cirt agus Comhionannais sa 
bhliain 2018, ar lena linn a pleadh saincheisteanna iniuch6ireachta agus riosca a bhaineann leis an oifig. 

Le linn na treimhse a chumhdaftear leis an Raiteas Airgeadais seo, agus ar aon dul lena chlar bliantuil iniuchtaf, 
rinne Aonad lniuch6ireachta lnmheanaf na Roinne Dlf agus Cirt agus Comhionannais iniuchtaf ar rialuithe 
airgeadais agus ar rialuithe eile in Oifig an Choimisineara Cosanta Sonraf. 

Chuir foireann ardbhainistiochta Oifig an Choimisineara Cosanta Sonrai beartas bainistiochta riosca chun 
feidhme, rud inar leagadh amach an fonn riosca a bhi uirthi agus na pr6isis bhainistiochta riosca a bhi i bhfeidhm 
aici agus inar sonraiodh na r6il a bhf ag bail! foirne agus na freagrachtai a bhi orthu 6 thaobh riosca de. Eisiodh 
an beartas chuig gach ball foirne a bhi ag obair de reir bheartais bhainistiochta riosca Oifig an Choimisineara 
Cosanta Sonrai chun a mhiniu d6ibh gur gha an lucht bainistfochta a chur ar an eolas faoi rioscaf a bhi ag teacht 
chun cinn, laigi a rialu agus freagracht a ghlacadh as rioscai agus rialuithe laistigh da reimse oibre fein . 
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OIFIG AN CHOIMISINEARA COSANTA SONRAi 

RAITEAS FAOI RIALU INMHEANACH 

I LEITH OIFIG AN CHOIMISINEARA COSANTA SONRAi 

Creat Riosca agus Rialaithe 

Chuir Oifig an Choimisineara Cosanta Sonraf c6ras bainistfochta riosca chun feidhme, rud lenar sainaithnfodh 
agus lenar tuairiscfodh na prfomhrioscaf a bhf ann agus na gnfomhartha bainistfochta a bhf a ndeanamh chun dul 
i ngleic leis na rioscaf sin agus, a mheid ab fheidir e, chun na rioscaf sin a mhaolu. 

Bhf clar rioscaf i bhfeidhm in Oifig an Choimisineara Cosanta Sonraf, rud inar leagadh amach na prfomhrioscaf a 
bhf roimh Oifig an Choimisineara Cosanta Sonraf. Rinneadh na rioscaf sin a shainaithint, a mheas agus a ghradu 
bunaithe ar a shuntasaf a bhf siad. Rinne an fhoireann ardbhainistfochta an clar a athbhreithniu agus a thabhairt 
cothrom le data ar bhonn raithiuil. Usaideadh an toradh ar an obair sin chun acmhainnf a phleanail agus a 
leithdhaileadh agus chun a chinntiu gur coinnfodh rioscaf ar leibheal inghlactha. Mionsonrafodh sa chlar rioscaf na 
rialuithe agus na gnfomhartha a theastaigh chun maolu a dheanamh ar rioscaf agus ar an bhfreagracht a leagadh 
ar bhaill foirne shonracha as rialuithe a oibriu. 

Maidir le hOifig an Choimisineara Cosanta Sonraf, deimhnfm go raibh timpeallacht rialaithe i bhfeidhm a raibh na 
gneithe seo a leanas mar chuid di: 

taifeadadh n6sanna imeachta le haghaidh gach prfomhphr6isis ghn6; 
sannadh freagrachtaf airgeadais ar leibheal bainistfochta, agus cuntasacht chomhfhreagrach ag gabhail leo; 
bhf c6ras buiseadaithe cuf i bhfeidhm, rud lenar ghabh buisead bliantuil a coinnfodh faoi athbhreithniu ag an 
lucht ardbhainistfochta; 
bhf c6rais i bhfeidhm a raibh mar aidhm leo slandail na gc6ras teicneolafochta faisneise agus cumarsaide a 
chinntiu. Le linn na bliana 2018, ba f an Rann6g TFC sa Roinn Dlf agus Cirt agus Comhionannais a 
sholathair seirbhfsf TFC d'Oifig an Choimisineara Cosanta Sonraf. Chuir an Rann6g raiteas dearbhaithe ar 
fail inar leagadh amach na pr6isis rialaithe a bhf i bhfeidhm sa bhliain 2018; 
bhf c6rais i bhfeidhm chun s6cmhainnf Oifig an Choimisineara Cosanta Sonraf a chosaint. Nfor tugadh aon 
chistiu deontais do ghnfomhaireachtaf seachtracha; 
ba f an Oifig Naisiunta um Sheirbhfsf Comhroinnte a sholathair seirbhfsf Acmhainnf Daonna agus seirbhfsf 
Comhroinnte Parolla d'Oifig an Choimisineara Cosanta Sonraf. Ba f an Oifig Naisiunta um Sheirbhfsf 
Comhroinnte a thug dearbhu bliantuil maidir leis na seirbhfsf a solathrafodh don Oifig agus iniuchadh iad faoi 
phr6isis deimhniuchain ISAE 3402. 

Faireachan agus Athbhreithniu Leanunach 

Le linn na treimhse a chumhdaftear leis an Raiteas Airgeadais seo, cuireadh n6sanna imeachta foirmiula ar bun 
le haghaidh faireachan a dheanamh ar phr6isis rialaithe agus cuireadh easnaimh rialaithe in iul go trathuil d6ibh 
sin a bhf freagrach as gnfomhafocht cheartaitheach a dheanamh agus don lucht bainistfochta, nuair ab iomchuf. 
Deimhnfm go raibh na c6rais faireachain seo a leanas i bhfeidhm in Oifig an Choimisineara Cosanta Sonraf agus 
go bhfuil siad i bhfeidhm go f6ill sa Choimisiun nua um Chosaint Sonraf: 

sainaithnfodh prfomhrioscaf agus rialuithe gaolmhara agus cuireadh pr6isis i bhfeidhm chun faireachan a 
dheanamh ar oibriu na bprfomhrialuithe sin agus chun aon easnaimh shainaitheanta a thuairisciu; 

rinne Aonad lniuch6ireachta lnmheanaf na Roinne Dlf agus Cirt agus Comhionannais iniuchadh bliantuil ar 
rialuithe airgeadais agus ar rialuithe eile; 

bunafodh socruithe tuairiscithe ar gach leibheal mar ar sannadh freagracht as bainistfocht airgeadais; agus 

deanann an lucht ardbhainistfochta athbhreithnithe rialta ar thuarascalacha treimhsiula agus bliantula 
feidhmfochta agus airgeadais ina gcuirtear an fheidhmfocht iarbhfr i gcomparaid leis an mbuisead n6 leis an 
bhfeidhmfocht thuartha. 
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Solathar 

OIFIG AN CHOIMISINEARA COSANTA SONRAi 

RAITEAS FAOI RIALU INMHEANACH 

I LEITH OIFIG AN CHOIMISINEARA COSANTA SONRAi 

Deimhnfm go raibh n6sanna imeachta i bhfeidhm ag Oifig an Choimisineara Cosanta Sonraf chun a chinntiu gur 
comhlfonadh na rialacha agus na treoirlfnte reatha maidir le solathar. Deimhnfm freisin gur chomhlfon Oifig an 
Choimisineara Cosanta Sonraf na n6sanna imeachta sin le linn na treimhse dar crfoch an 24 Bealtaine 2018. 

Athbhreithniu ar Eifeachtacht 

Deimhnfm go raibh n6sanna imeachta i bhfeidhm ag Oifig an Choimisineara Cosanta Sonraf chun faireachan a 
dheanamh ar eifeachtacht a n6sanna imeachta bainistfochta riosca agus rialaithe. Obair na n-iniuch6irf 
inmheanacha agus seachtracha, an Choiste lniuch6ireachta sa Roinn Dlf agus Cirt agus Comhionannais agus an 
choiste ardbhainistfochta , rinne sf eolas d'fhaireachan agus athbhreithniu Oifig an Choimisineara Cosanta Sonraf 
ar eifeachtacht an ch6rais um rialu inmheanach airgeadais. Bhf an lucht ardbhainistfochta laistigh d'Oifig an 
Choimisineara Cosanta Sonraf freagrach as an gcreat um rialu inmheanach airgeadais a fhorbairt agus a 
chothabhail. 

Le linn na treimhse dar crfoch an 24 Bealtaine 2018, agus ag gnfomhu d6 faoi mhaoirseacht ag Coiste 
lniuch6ireachta V6ta 24 (Dlf agus Ceart) le haghaidh rialuithe inmheanacha agus maoirseacht a dhearbhu, ba e 
an t-aonad lniuch6ireachta lnmheanai sa Roinn Dli agus Cirt agus Comhionannais a chomhlfon feidhm 
lniuch6ireachta lnmheanaf Oifig an Choimisineara Cosanta Sonraf. 

Sfnithe thar ceann Oifig an Choimisineara Cosanta Sonraf 

) I I I 
</-l L- /, 
Helen Dixon 
Coimisineir 
An Coimisiun um Chosaint Sonraf 

Data: 
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OIFIG AN CHOIMISINEARA COSANTA SONRAi 

CUNTAS FALTAS AGUS iocAiOCHTAi 
DON TREIMHSE ON 1 EANAIR GO DTi AN 24 BEAL TAINE 2018 

N6tai 
Faltais 
Airgead 6n Oireachtas 
Taillf 

iocaiochtai 
Costais Foirne 
Costais Bhunaithe 
Taillf Comhairleachta 
Speansais llghneitheacha 

2 
3 

4 
6 
7 
8 

focaiocht faltas don treimhse le V6ta Oifig an Aire Dlf agus Girt 
agus Comhionannais 

Faltais ata infoctha le V6ta Oifig an Aire Dlf agus Girt agus 
Com hionannais 

Ta n6tai 1 go 14 mar chuid den chuntas seo. 

Helen Dixon 
Coimisineir 

Data: 
' It i { C. 
·t :--t"" J J u f I 

:1 

I 
I 

' l; .,______ 
V 

An treimhse 6n 
1 Eanair 2018 
go dti an 24 

Bealtaine 2018 

€ 

2,637,109 
208,346 

2,845,455 

1,680,463 
275,225 
558,402 
123,019 

2,637,109 

155,932 

52,414 

2,845,455 

An 12 mhi go 
dti an 31 
Nollaig 2017 

€ 

6,173,768 
754,739 

6,928,507 

3,353,856 
444,503 

2,333,688 
41,721 

6,173,768 

746,783 

7,956 

6,928,507 
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OIFIG AN CHOIM ISINEARA COSANTA SONRAi 

NOTAI LEIS NA CUNTAIS 
DON TREIMHSE ON 1 EANAIR 2018 GO DTi AN 24 BEAL TAINE 2018 

1. Beartais chuntasaiochta 
Ta an bonn cuntasafochta agus na beartais shuntasacha chuntasafochta ar ghlac Oifig an Choimisineara 
Cosanta Sonraf iad leagtha amach thfos. Cuireadh i bhfeidhm go comhsheasmhach iad ar fud na treimhse 
agus don bhliain roimhe. 

a) Faisneis Ghinearalta 
Cuireadh Oifig an Choimisineara Cosanta Sonraf ar bun faoi na hAchtanna um Chosaint Sonraf, 1988 
agus 2003. Ta a hoifigf lonnaithe ag 21 Cearn6g Mhic Liam, Baile Atha Cliath 2, agus ag Teach na 
Canalach, B6thar an Staisiuin , Cuil an tSudaire, Co. Laoise. Ba e prfomhfheidhm an Choimisineara 
Cosanta Sonraf maoirseacht a dheanamh ar chur chun feidhme na nAchtanna um Chosaint Sonraf, 1988 
go 2003, a chinntiu gur comhlfonadh foralacha na nAchtanna, gearain a imscrudu, deileail le saruithe ar 
na hAchtanna, ullmhu c6d cleachtais a spreagadh, clar a bhunu agus a chothabhail de na rialaitheoirf 
sonraf agus na pr6isealaithe sonraf ar ceanglafodh orthu claru, agus cunamh frithphairteach a thabhairt 
d'udarais eile chosanta sonraf. 

b) Bonn an Ullmhuchain 
Ullmhafodh na cuntais ar bhonn an ghn6thais leantaigh, faoi choinbhinsiun an chostais stairiuil. Ta na 
cuntais san fhoirm ar cheadaigh an tAire Dlf agus Cirt agus Comhionannais f le comhthoiliu an Aire 
Caiteachais Phoiblf agus Athch6irithe. Ullmha fodh na cuntais in euro, arbh e airgeadra feidhmeach Oifig 
an Choimisineara Cosanta Sonraf e. 6s rud e gur aistrfodh na feidhmeanna, na baill foirne, an mhaoin, na 
cearta agus na dliteanais chuig an gCoimisiun um Chosaint Sonraf ar bhonn 'gnathghn6', ullmhafodh na 
cuntais ar bhonn an ghn6thais leantaigh, faoi choinbhinsiun an chostais stairiuil. 

c) Airgead 6n Oireachtas 
Is ionann an t-ioncam a aithnftear sna cuntais faoin teideal Deontais agus cistiu a tugadh d'Oifig an 
Choimisineara Cosanta Sonraf trf V6ta na Roinne Dlf agus Cirt agus Comhionannais. Is f an Roinn a 
riarann focafocht na dtuarastal agus focafocht gach costais eile. Is ionann an meid a aithnftear mar ioncam 
agus an meid a t6gadh 6n V6ta chun na hfocafochtaf a rinneadh le linn na treimhse a chistiu. 

d) loncam Tailli / Tailli 
Is ar bhonn faltas airgid a thuairiscftear ioncam taillf. Aithnftear ioncam taillf claruchain trath a fhaightear 
iarratas ar chlaru. Cuirtear ioncam taillf claruchain ar aghaidh chuig an Roinn Dlf agus Cirt agus 
Comhionannais. Deantar e a thaifeadadh mar leithreasaf i gcabhair i gcuntais na Roinne. Ba cheart a 
thabhairt faoi deara gur tharla se, faoin Acht um Chosaint Sonraf, 2018, gur aisghaireadh an c6ras 
claruchain agus an c6ras focafochta taillf claruchain. 

e) Airgeadrai Eachtracha 
Deantar idirbhearta ata ainmnithe in airgeadraf eachtracha a aistriu go euro agus taifeadtar iad ag an rata 
malairte ata i bhfeidhm ar dhata na n-idirbheart. Deantar s6cmhainnf agus dliteanais airgid ata ainmnithe in 
airgeadraf eachtracha a aistriu go euro ag na rataf malairte ata i bhfeidhm ar an data tuairiscithe n6 ag 
rataf conarthaf reamhcheannachain, i gcas gurb ann do chonarthaf den s6rt sin . 

f) Aoisliuntas 

Is statseirbhfsigh iad na fostaithe de chuid Oifig an Choimisineara Cosanta Sonraf. Is baill iad de sceim 
neamhchistithe sochair shainithe, rud a riarann an Roinn Caiteachais Phoiblf agus Athch6irithe e. 

Rinneadh dlf den Acht um Pinsin na Seirbhfse Poiblf (Sceim Aonair agus Foralacha Eile), 2012, an 28 luil 
2012. Tugadh isteach leis an Acht an leagan nua den Sceim Pinsean Seirbhfse Poiblf Aonair ("Sceim 
Aonair"), a bhfuil eifeacht lei 6n 1 Eanair 2013. Is baill den Sceim Aonair iad gach ball foirne nua in Oifig an 
Choimisineara Cosanta Sonraf a chuaigh isteach san Earnail Phoiblf den chead uair an 1 Eanair 2013 n6 
ina dhiaidh. 
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OIFIG AN CHOIMISINEARA COSANTA SONRAI 

NOTAI LEIS NA CUNTAIS 
DON TREIMHSE ON 1 EANAIR GO DTI AN 24 BEALTAINE 2018 

g) Faisneis Fabhruithe 

I N6ta 9 leis na cuntais, ta faisneis a bhaineann leis na torthai airgeadais de chuid Oifig an Choimisineara 
Cosanta Sonrai a ullmhaiodh ar bhonn fabhruithe. 

2 Airgead 6n Oireachtas 
An Roinn Dli agus Girt agus Comhionannais 

An treimhse 6n 
1 Eanair 2018 
go dti an 24 

Bealtaine 2018 

€ 

2,637,109 

An 12 mhi go 
dti an 31 
Nollaig 2017 

€ 

6,173,768 

Cistfodh Oifig an Choimisineara Cosanta Sonrai 6 V6ta na Roinne Dli agus Girt agus Comhionannais (V6ta 24) tri 
fho-mhircheann A.6. 

3 loncam Tailli 
loncam tailli claruchain a fuarthas 

An treimhse 6n 
1 Eanair 2018 
go dti an 24 

Bealtaine 2018 

€ 

208,346 

An 12 mhi go 
dti an 31 
Nollaig 2017 

€ 
754,739 

Ceanglaiodh ar eagraiochtai a phr6isealann sonrai pearsanta clan'.! le hOifig an Choimisineara Cosanta Sonrai. 
focadh tailli claruchain ar bhonn bliantuil. 

4 Costais Foirne agus Faisneis Fostaithe 

Pa agus Tuarastail 

Taisteal agus Cothu 

Costas Foirne lomlan 

An treimhse 6n 
1 Eanair 2018 
go dti an 24 

Bealtaine 2018 
€ 

1,631,496 

48,967 

1,680,463 

Ba e 90 duine an meanlion fostaithe a bhi ann le linn na treimhse (2017: 75). 

An 12 mhi go 
dti an 31 
Nollaig 2017 

€ 

3,251,100 

102,756 

3,353,856 
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OIFIG AN CHOIMISINEARA COSANTA SONRAi 

NOTAi LEIS NA CUNTAIS 
DON TREIMHSE ON 1 EANAIR 2018 GO DTi AN 24 BEALTAINE 2018 

4 Costais Foirne agus Faisneis Fostaithe (ar lean) 

T6gadh an Asbhaint a Bhaineann le Pinsean ar aon dul le ceanglais reachtula. Asbhaineadh tobhach pinsin 
€64,072 sa treimhse suas go dti an 24 Bealtaine 2018 (2017: €120, 111) agus choinnigh an Roinn Dli agus 
Cirt agus Comhionannais e. 

Miondealu ar shochair fostaithe in aghaidh na bliana: 

Raon 
6 
€ 60,000 
€ 70,000 
€ 80,000 
€ 90,000 
€ 100,000 
€ 110,000 
€ 120,000 

Go 

€ 69,999 
€ 79,999 
€ 89,999 
€ 99,999 
€ 109,999 
€ 119,999 
€ 129,999 

5 Luach Saothair an Choimisineara Cosanta Sonrai 

Lion fostaithe 
2018 

18 
9 
2 
3 
2 

Is e seo a leanas an luach saothair a fuair an Coimisineir sa treimhse suas go dtf an 24 Bealtaine 2018: 

Helen Dixon 

An treimhse 6n 
1 Eanair 2018 
go dti an 24 

Bealtaine 2018 

Tuarastal 
€ 

55,210 

An 12 mhi go 
dti an 31 
Nollaig 2017 

Tuarastal 
€ 

128,682 

Nf bhfuair an Coimisineir aon focafochtaf a bhaineann le feidhmfocht na aon sochar comhchineail eile le linn 
na treimhse. 

Ta teidlfochtai pinsin an Choimisineara i gcomhreir leis na teidlfochtaf caighdeanacha i Sceim Aoisliuntais 
Sochair Shainithe na Statseirbhfse agus nf theann siad os a gcionn. 

Sa treimhse go dtf an 24 Bealtaine 2018, thabhaigh an Coimisineir speansais taistil, aisfocafochtaf san 
aireamh, arbh fhiu €2,487 iad (2017: €7,466). 
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OIFIG AN CHOIMISINEARA COSANTA SONRAi 

NOTAi LEIS NA CUNTAIS 

DON TREIMHSE ON 1 EANAIR 2018 GO DTi AN 24 BEAL TAINE 2018 

6 Costais Bhunaithe 

7 

8 

Breiseanna le s6cmhainnf seasta 

Cothabhail trealaimh agus solathairtf oifige 
C6irfocht 
Costais teileachumarsaide 

Tailli Comhairleachta 
Comhairle dlf (de chineal ginearalta) 
Taillf dli - imeachtaf dlf 
Costais dli a aisghabhadh 
Cumarsaid / Caidreamh Poiblf 
Seirbhisf Comhairleacha Gn6 
Eile 

Speansais llghneitheacha 
Speansais aistriuchain agus ateangaireachta 
Seimineair agus comhdhalacha 
Speansais mhargaiochta agus mhean / feasacht ar an 
Oiliuint agus forbairt foirne 
Gearrthain nuachtain agus treimhseachain 
S6Iaisti Oifige 
Ballrafocht de chomhlachtaf gairmiula 
Tuarascalacha agus foilseachain / f6grafocht 
Seirbhfsf ar conradh 
Speansais eile 

An treimhse 6n 
1 Eanair 2018 
go dti an 24 

Bealtaine 2018 
€ 

23,887 
84,832 

153,061 

13,445 

275,225 

An treimhse 6n 
1 Eanair 2018 
go dti an 24 

Bealtaine 2018 

€ 
2,498 

247,904 
(7,027) 
40,524 

274,503 

558,402 

An treimhse 6n 
1 Eanair 2018 
go dti an 24 

Bealtaine 2018 

€ 
645 
294 

95,182 

927 
3,351 

270 
19,561 

2,789 
123,019 

An 12 mhf go 
dti an 31 
Nollaig 2017 

€ 

90 
134,469 
264,111 

45,833 

444,503 

An 12 mhi go 
dti an 31 
Nollaig 2017 

€ 
71,615 

1,569,352 
(5,641) 

124,230 
503,050 

71,082 
2,333,688 

An 12 mhi go 
dti an 31 
Nollaig 2017 

€ 
5,505 

216 
2,053 

631 
1, 176 
3,283 

485 
19,873 

834 
7 665 

41,721 
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OIFIG AN CHOIMISINEARA COSANT A SONRAi 

NOTAi LEIS NA CUNTAIS 

DON TREIMHSE ON 1 EANAIR 2018 GO DTi AN 24 BEALTAINE 2018 

Faisneis Fabhruithe 

Trealamh Trealamh 

(a) 56cmhainni Seasta TF Oifige 
lomlan 

€ € € 
Costas 
Ag an 01 Eanair 2018 44,263 11 ,099 55,362 
Breiseanna don treimhse 22,663 1,224 23,887 
Diuscairtf 
Ag an 24 Bealtaine 2018 66,926 12,323 79,249 

Dimheas Carntha 
Ag an 01 Eanair 2018 43,447 9,139 52,586 
Muirear dfmheasa don treimhse 2,105 523 2,628 
Diuscairtf 
Ag an 24 Bealtaine 2018 45,552 9,662 55,214 

Glanluach Leabhar 

Ag an 24 Bealtaine 2018 21,374 2,661 24,035 

Ag an 31 Nollaig 2017 817 1,960 2,776 

An treimhse 6n An 12 mhi go 
1 Eanair 2018 dti an 31 
go dti an 24 Nollaig 2017 

Bealtaine 2018 

€ € 
(b) Costas Seirbhise 

focafochtai sa treimhse 2,637,109 6,173,768 

Fabhruithe tosaigh (51,308) (30,357) 
Fabhruithe deiridh 54,646 51,308 
Reamhfocaiochtai tosaigh 32 ,054 1,882 
Reamhiocaiochtai deiridh (20,056) (32,054) 
larmheid stoic thosaigh 5,801 8,244 
larmheid stoic dheiridh (5,000) (5,801) 
Breiseanna le s6cmhainni seasta (23,887) (90) 
Dimheas don treimhse 2.628 2 212 

Costas seirbhise 2,631,987 6,169,112 

19 



OIFIG AN CHOIMISINEARA COSANTA SONRAi 

NOTAi LEIS NA CUNTAIS 
DON TREIMHSE ON 1 EANAIR 2018 GO DTi AN 24 BEALTAINE 2018 

1 0 Ceangaltais Leasa 

Rinne Oifig an Choimisineara Cosanta Sonrai a hoifig i mBaile Atha Cliath a athlonnu go 21 Cearn6g Mhic 
Liam i mi Lunasa 2016. Is aitreabh e sin a chuireann Oifig na nOibreacha Poibli ar fail saor in aisce. 

Mar thoradh ar an r6I leathnaithe a leagadh uirthi faoin Rialachan Ginearalta maidir le Cosaint Sonrai, 
sharaigh Oifig an Choimisineara Cosanta Sonrai an spas uasta ata le fail i gCearn6g Mhic Liam le linn na 
mblianta 2016 agus 2017. Toisc nach raibh Oifig na nOibreacha Poibli in ann aitreabh oiriunach a chur ar fail 
chun freastal ar na riachtana is ch6iriochta ghearrthearmacha, d'airithigh an Coimisineir Cosanta Sonrai spas 
oifige breise chun srianta a mhaolu ina oifig i mBaile Atha Cliath. Chuaigh Oifig an Choimisineara Cosanta 
Sonrai isteach i 'gComhaontu Oifige Seirbhisithe' ar feadh gearrthearma le Cuirt Regus, B6thar Fhearchair, 
Baile Atha Cliath 2. Ba e €109 , 104 an costas ar an spas oifige sealadach breise i gCuirt Regus sa bhliain 
2018 (€130,006 - 2017). 

Le linn na treimhse dar crioch an 24 Bealtaine 2018, leanadh leis an diosp6ireacht le hOifig na nOibreacha 
Poibli chun teacht ar oifig bhuan nua i mBaile Atha Cliath. Ni mheastar go mbeidh a leitheid aitribh ar fail 
roimh an mbliain 2020. 

Ta an oifig i gCuil an tSudaire lonnaithe ag Teach na Canalach, B6thar an Staisiuin, Cuil an tSudaire, Co. 
Laoise. Cuireann Oifig na nOibreacha Poibli an oifig sin ar fail saor in aisce. 

Ag an 24 Bealtaine 2018 agus ag an 31 Nollaig 2017, bhi Oifig an Choimisineara Cosanta Sonrai faoi 
dhliteanas i leith na n-iosiocaiochtai leasa amach anseo: 

Ag an 24 Ag an 31 
Bealtaine Nollaig 

2018 2017 
lnioctha laistigh de bhliain 

€ € 
amhain 109,104 130,006 
lnioctha laistigh de 
threimhse idir 2 bhliain 
agus 5 bliana 

lnioctha tar eis 5 bliana 

109,104 130,006 
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OIFIG AN CHOIMISINEARA COSANTA SONRAI 

NOTAI LEIS NA CUNTAIS 
DON TREIMHSE ON 1 EANAIR 2018 GO DTI AN 24 BEAL TAINE 2018 

11 Ceangaltais Chaipitil 

Nf raibh aon cheangaltais chaipitil ann ag an 24 Bealtaine 2018. 

12 ldirbhearta Pairtithe Gaolmhara / Nochtadh Leasa 

Ba e a bhf i bprfomhphearsanra bainistfochta Oifig an Choimisineara Cosanta Sonraf na an Coimisineir 
Cosanta Sonraf agus cuigear Leas-Choimisineirf. B'ionann agus €267,087 (2017: €492, 173) an cuiteamh 
iomlan a d'foc Oifig an Choimisineara Cosanta Sonraf le prfomhphearsanra bainistfochta don treimhse dar 
crfoch an 24 Bealtaine 2018. 

Chomhlfon Oifig an Choimisineara Cosanta Sonraf an C6d Cleachtais do Rialachas Comhlachtaf Stait arna 
eisiuint ag an Roinn Airgeadais maidir leis an nochtadh leasa ag an gCoimisiun agus ag comhaltaf/baill foirne 
an Choimisiuin. Ta n6sanna imeachta foirmiula i bhfeidhm chun a chinntiu go gcloftear le ceanglais an Ch6id. 

13 Dliteanais Theagmhasacha 

Bhf Oifig an Choimisineara Cosanta Sonraf ina pairtf i roinnt casanna a bhf os comhair na gCuirteanna agus 
deilealfaidh an Coimisiun um Chosaint Sonraf leis na casanna sin ar feadh na coda eile den bhliain 2018. Nf 
dhearnadh aon solathar i leith na gcasanna sin sna cuntais seo. Meastar gur le dlfthfocht, seachas comhairle 
dlf, a bhainfidh formh6r na gcostas dlf a thiocfaidh chun cinn sa chuid dheireanach den bhliain 2018. Nf 
dheanann an Coimisiun um Chosaint Sonraf aon tracht ar dhlfthfocht ata ar siul. 

14 Aistriu Feidhmeanna chuig an gCoimisiun um Chosaint Sonrai 

Thainig creat dlfthiuil nua um chosaint sonraf i bhfeidhm ar fud an Aontais Eorpaigh an 25 Bealtaine 2018. Ar 
an data sin, bunafodh Coimisiun nua um Chosaint Sonraf leis an Acht um Chosaint Sonraf, 2018. Rinneadh 
s6cmhainnf, dliteanais agus feidhmeanna uile Oifig an Choimisineara Cosanta Sonraf a aistriu chuig an 
gCoimisiun um Chosaint Sonraf ar an data sin. De reir alt 66(1) den Acht um Chosaint Sonraf, 2018, is e an 
Coimisiun nua a d'ullmhaigh na cuntais deiridh seo 6 Oifig an Choimisineara Cosanta Sonraf don treimhse 6n 
1 Eanair 2018 go dtf an 24 Bealtaine 2018. 
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Ard Reachtaire Cuntas agus Ciste 
Comptroller and Auditor General 

Report for presentation to the Houses of the Oireachtas 

Office of the Data Protection Commissioner 

Opinion on the financial statements 

I have audited ttie final financial statements of the Office of the Data Protection 
Commissioner forthe period from 1 January 2018 to 24 May 2018 as required under the 
provisions of section 66 of the Data Protection Act 2018. 

The financial statements comprise 

• the account of receipts and payments 

• the related notes, Including a summary of sign,ticant accounting policies. 

In my opinion, 

• the financ al statements properly present moneys received and expended by the 
Office of the Data Protection Commissioner for the period from 1 January 2018 to 24 
May 2018. 

Transfer of functions 

The Data Protection Commission was establlshed on 25 May 2018 and the functions, staff, 
assets and liabilities of the Office or the Data Protection Commissioner transferred to the 
Data Protectfon Commission on that date. 

Basis of opinion 

I conducted my audit of the financial statements in accordance with the International 
Standards on Auditing (ISAs) as promulgated by the International Organisation of 
Supreme Audit Institutions. My responslb Illies under ll10se standards are described in 
the appendix to this reporl I am fndependenl of the Data Protection Commission and 
have ful~lled my other ethical responslbllitles in accordance with the standards. 

I believe that the audit evldence I have obtained is sufficient and appropriate to provide a 
basis for my opinion. 

Report on Information other than the financial statements, and on 
other matters 

The Office of the Data Protection Commissioner has presented certain other Information 
together with the financial statements. This comprises the govemance statement and the 
statement on internal control. My respons bilities to report n relation to such Information, 
and on certain other matters upon which I report by exception, are described ln the 
appendix to this report. 

I have nothing to report ln that regard. 

Seamus McCarthy 
Comptroller and Auditor General 

10 July 2019 



Appendix to the report 

Responslbllltles of the Office or the Data Protection 
Commissioner 

The Commissioner is responslble for 

• the preparation of the financ al statements in the form 
prescribed in paragraph 9 of the second schedule to the 
Data Protection Act& 1988 and 2003 

ensuring that the financial statements property present 
moneys received and expended in the period from 1 
January 2018 to 24 May 2018 in a~ordance with the 
accounting policies set out in the financial statements 

ensuring the regularity of transactions, and 

• such internal control as she determ nes is necessary lo 
enable the preparation of nnanclal statements that are free 
from material misstatement. whether due lo fraud or error. 

Respon&lbllltles of the Comptroller and Auditor 
General 

I am required under section 66 of the Data Proteat!on Act 2018 
to audit the final financial statements of the Office of the Data 
ProtectlQn Comm ssioner. 

My obJect ve in carrying out the audit Is to obta in reasonable 
assurance about whether the financial statements as a whole are 
free from maferial misstatement due to fraud or error. 
Reasonable assurance is a high level of assurance, but Is not a 
guarantee that an audit conducted in accordance with the ISAs 
will always detecl a material m sstatement when it exists. 
Misstatements c·an arise from fraud or error and are considered 
material if, Individually or in the aggregate, they could reasonably 
be expected to influence the economic decisions of users taken 
on the basis of these financ at statements. 

As part of an audit in accordance with the ISAs, I !!Xercise 
professional judgment and maintain proresslonal scep~clsm 
throughout the audit In doing so, 

I identify and assess the risks of material misstatement of 
the financial statements whether due to fraud or error; 
design and perform audit procedures responsive to those 
risks: and obtain audil evklence that is sufficient and 
appropriate to provide a basis for my opinion. The risk of 
not detecllng a material misstatement resulUng from fraud 
Is higher than for one result ing from error, as fraud may 
Involve collusion, forgery, Intentional omissions, 
misrepresentations, or the override or Internal control. 

I obtain an understanding of lntemaf control relevanl to the 
audit In order to design audll procedures that are 
appropriate In the circumstances. but not for the purpose 
ofexpresslng an opinion on the effectiveness of the 
[nlemal controls. 

l evaluate the appropriateness of accounting policies used 
and the reasonableness of accounting est imates and 
reiated dlscle>sures. 

I communicate with those charged wfth governance regarding, 
among other mauers. the planned scope and timing of the audit 
and significant audit findings , including any significant 
deficiencies in Internal control that I ldentlfy during my audit. 

lnformailon ot.hor than the financial state man ts 

My opinion on the nanolal sllltemenls does not cover the other 
lnformatlon presented with those statements , and I do not 
express any form of assurance conclusion thereon. 

In connection wllh my audll of the Mnenc aJ statements, I am 
required under the IS.As to read the statement of ntemal financial 
control presented and, in doing so, consider whether the 
information therein is materially inconsistent with the financial 
slatements or with kn.owtedfle obtained during lhe audit, or if it 
otherwise appears to be materially m sstated. If, based on the 
wol1< I have performed, I conclude that there Is a material 
misstatement of this Information, I am required to report that fact. 

Reporting on other matt.era 

My audit is conducted by reference to the special cons derntions 
which attach to State bodies in relation to their management and 
operation. I reporl if I identify material matters retallng to the 
manner in which public business has been conducted. 

I seek lo obtain evidence about the regularity of financial 
transactions in the course of audit. I report if I ldenlify any 
material instance where public money has not been applied for 
the purposes intended or where transactions did not c0nform to 
the authoriUes governing them. 

I also report by exception if, in my opinion. 

I have not received all the informaUon and explanations I 
required for my audit, or 

• the accounting records were not sufficient to ~rmlt the 
financial statements to be readily and properly audited, or 

the financial statements are not in 11greement with the 
accounting records. 
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OFFICE OF THE DATA PROTECTION COMMISSIONER 

GENERAL INFORMATION 

Offices: 

Data Protection Commissioner: 

Deputy Commissioners: 

Telephone Number: 

Fax Number: 

Website: 

Email: 

Auditors: 

Dublin Office: 
21 Fitzwilliam Square 
Dublin 2 

Portarlington Office: 
Canal House 
Station Road 
Portarlington 
Co. Laois 

Ms. Helen Dixon - Commissioner 

Ms. Anna Morgan - Head of Legal 
Mr. Dale Sunderland - Multinational Supervision & 
Technology, Prior Consultation & Engagement 
Ms. Jennifer O'Sullivan - Strategy, Operations & International 
Mr. John O'Dwyer - Complaints , Investigations & BCRs 
Ms. Marita Kinsella - Corporate Affairs & First Line Response 
(left the organisation since (08/03/2019) 

057 868 4800 
0761 104 800 
1890 252 231 

057 868 4757 

www.dataorotection.ie 

info@dataprotection.ie 

Office of the Comptroller and Auditor General 
3A Mayor Street Upper 
Dublin 1 
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GOVERNANCE STATEMENT & REPORT OF THE COMMISSIONER FOR DATA PROTECTION 
ON BEHALF OF THE DATA PROTECTION COMMISION 

IN RESPECT OF THE OFFICE OF THE DATA PROTECTION COMMISSIONER 

Purpose of this Financial Statement 
A new data protection legal framework came into operation across the EU since the applica tion of the GDPR 
on 25 May 201 8. On that date, the Data Protection Act 2018 established a new Data Protection Commission 
(DPC) and transferred a ll of the functions of the Data Protection Commissioner to the new Commission. In 
addition to t he trans-fe r o f functions, staff, property, rights and liabili t ies, includ ing any future liabilities 
arising, also t ransferred to the Data Protect ion Commission. 

The application of the EU General Data Protection Regulation from 25 May 2018 conferred on the new Data 
Protection Commission a significantly expanded role as a data protection authority and the new Commiss ion is 
now a supervisory authority with an EU-wide remit Section 66(1) of the Data Protection Act 20 18 requires the 
new Data Protection Commission to prepare final accounts of the Office of the Data Protection Commissioner. 
In compliance with section 66( 1 ). the new Commission has prepared these final accounts covering the period 
from 1 January to 24 May 2018. 

Helen Dixon was appointed Data Protection Commissioner in September 2014 for a period of 5 years by 
Government in accordance with section 9( 1) of the Data Protection Act 1988 as amended and in accordance 
with section 15(4} of the Data Protection Act 201 8, on 25 May 2018 became the sole Commissioner for Data 
Protection of the new Data Protection Commission 

Governance 
The Office of. lhe Data Protectior, Commissioner was established under the Data Protection Acts 1988 and 2003 
and its functions were sel out in Section 9 of the 1988 Act as amended. 

The Office of the Data Protection Commissioner w as independent in the performance of its functions and 
was accountable to the Minister for Department of Justice and Equality through a Governance Assurance 
Agreement. The Data Protection Commissioner ensured good governance and performed this task by 
setting strategic objectives and targets and taking strategic decisions on all key business issues. The regular 
day-to-day management, control and direction of the- Office of the Data Protection Commissioner was the 
responsibil ity of the Data Protection Commissioner and the senior management learn . These functions are now 
carried out by the Commissioner for Data Protection, supported by the senior management team, on behalf of 
the Commission . 

Office of the Data Protection Commissioner Responsibilities 
Paragraph 9 of Schedule 2 lo lhe Data Protection Acts 1988 and 2003 required the Data Protection 
Commissioner to keep, in such form as may be approved by the Minister for Department of Justice and Equality 
with consent of the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform, all proper and usuaJ accounts of money 
received and expended by the office. 

In preparing these accounts, the Office of the Data Protection Commissioner was required to-
• select suitable accounting policies and apply them consistently, 
• make judgements and estimates that are reasonable and prudent. 
• prepare the accounts on the going concern basis unless it is inappropriate to presume t11at it will continue 

in operation, and 
• State whether applicable accounting standards have been followed , subject lo any material departures 

disclosed and expla ined in the accounts. 

The Office of the Data Protection Commissioner was responsible for keeping adequate accounting records 
which disclosed, with reasonable accuracy at any time, its financial position and enabled it to ensure that the 
accounts complied with paragraph 9 of Schedule 2 to the Data Protection Acts 1988 and 2003. The maintenance 
and integrity of the corporate and fi nancial information on the Office of the Data Protection Commissioner's 
website was the responsibili ty of the Data Protection Commissioner. 
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The Data Protection Commissioner was responsible for approving the annual plan and budget of the office and 
evaluation of the performance of the Office by reference to the annual plan and budget was carried out regularly 
at meetings throughout the period. The Office of the Data Protection Commissioner was also responsible for 
safeguarding its assets and for taking reasonable steps for the prevention and detection of fraud and other 
irregularities. 
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GOVERNANCE STATEMENT & REPORT OF THE COMMISSIONER FOR DATA PROTECTION 
ON BEHALF OF THE DATA PROTECTION COMMISSION 

IN RESPECT OF THE OFFICE OF THE DATA PROTECTION COMMISSIONER 

The Office of the Data Protection Commissioner considers that the accounts of the Office properly present the 
financia l perforrnance and the financial position of the Office of the Data Protection Commissioner at 24th May 
201 8. 

Governance structure of the Office of the Data Protection Commissioner 

In terms of the governance structure of the Office of the Data Protection Commissioner, the office had a Senior 
Management Committee (SMC) comprising the Data Protection Commissioner and five Deputy Commissioners. 
The rote of the SMC was to oversee the proper management and governance of the office in line with the 
principles set out in the Code of Practice for the Governance of State Bodies (20 16). The terms of reference of 
lhe Senior Management Commit1ee included strategic leadership, management and oversight of the 
organisation, monitoring the performance of management and staff against the organisation's stra tegic and 
business priorities and objectives and strategic direction and challenges. 

The Office of the Data Protection Commissioner came under the remit of the Department of Justice and 
Equality Internal Audit Committee. During the period covered by th is Financial Statement, the Department of 
Justice and Equality Internal Audit Unit completed audits of the Office of the Data Protection Commissioner. 
These were examined by the office's SMC and were presented to and discussed by the Department of Justice 
and Equality Audit Committee. 

Schedule of Attendance at SMC Meetings, Fees and Expenses 

A schedule of attendance al Committee meetings for the period 12 January 2018 to 24 May 201 8 is set out 
below. 

Senior Management Committee 

Helen Dixon 16/16 
Anna Morgan 15/16 
Dale Sunderland 16/16 
Jennifer O'Sullivan 13/16 
John O'Dwyer 14/16 
Marita Kinsella '2/2 

No fees or expenses were paid to Senior Management Committee in respect of the meetings up to 24 May 
201 8. 

Key Personnel Changes 

There were no changes to key personnel in the period from 1 January 2018 to 24 May 20 18. 
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GOVERNANCE STATEMENT & REPORT OF THE COMMISSIONER FOR DATA PROTECTION 
ON BEHALF OF THE DATA PROTECTION COMMISSION 

IN RESPECT OF THE OFFICE OF THE DATA PROTECTION COMMISSIONER 

Disclosures Required by Code of Practice for the Governance of State Bodies (2016) 

The O ffice of the Data Protection Commissioner was responsible for ensuring that the office complied w ith 
the requirements of the Code of Practice for the Governance of State Bodies ("the Code"), as published by the 
Department of Public Expenditure and Reform in August 2016. The following disclosures are required by the Code: 

Employee Short-Term Benefits Breakdown 

Employees' short-term benefits in excess of €60,000 per annum are cat-egorised into the following bands: 

Range 
From 
€ 60,000 
€ 70,000 
€ 80,000 
€ 90,000 
€ 100,000 

110,000 
€-120,000 

To 

€ 69,.999 
€ 79,999 
€ 89,999 
€ 99,999 
€ 109,999 
€ 119,999 
€ 129,999 

- - - - - - --

Number of employees 
2018 

18 
9 
2 
3 
2 

Note: For the purposes of this disclosure, short-term employee benefits in relation to services rendered 
during the reporting period include sa lary, overtime allowances and other payments made on behalf of 
the employee but exclude employer's PRS I. 

Consultancy Costs 

Consultancy costs include the cost of external advice to management and exclude outsourced 'business-as--usuaf' 
functions. 

Legal advice 
Business Advisory Services (GDPR Preparedness Programme) 
Public relations/marketing 
Other 
Total consultancy costs 

Period from 
1 January 
2018 to 24 
May 2018 

€ 
2,498 

274,503 
40,524 

317,525 

12 Months 
to 31 

December 
2017 

€ 
7 1,615 

503,050 
53,616 
71,082 

699,363 
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GOVERNANCE STATEMENT & REPORT OF THE COMMISSIONER FOR DATA PROTECTION 
ON BEHALF OF TH E DATA PROTECTION COMMISSION 

IN RESPECT OF THE OFFICE OF THE DATA PROTECTION COMMISSIONER 

Legal Costs and Settlements 

The table below provides a breakdown of amounts paid in the reporting period in relallon lo legal costs, SE\tl lements 
and conciliation and arbitration proceedings relating to contracts with third parties. This does not include 
expenditure incurred in relation to general legal advice received by the Office of the Data Protection Commissioner, 
whiGh is disclosed in Consultancy costs above. While services of legal parties were engaged during this period their 
costs were not M y real ized until the end of the year. The Data Protectlor:1 Commission's financial statement for the 
remainder of 20 18, which will cover 25 May 2018 to 31 December 2018, will reflec these costs. 

Legal fees - legal proceed ings 

Legal costs recouped 

Total 

Travel and Subsistence Expenditure 

Travel and subsistence expenditure is categorised as follows: 

Domestic 
- Commissioner 
- Employees 
International 
- Commissioner 
- Employees 
Total 

Hospitality Expenditure 

Period from 12 Months to 
1 January 31 December 
2018 to 24 2017 
May 2018 

€ € 
247,904 1,569 ,352 
(7,027) (5,641) 

240,877 1,563,711 

Period from 12 Months 
1 January to 31 
2018 to 24 December 
May 2018 2017 

€ € 

210 
9,435 33,237 

2,487 7,256 
37, 045 62,053 
48,967 102,756 

There was no hospitality expenditure incurred in the period 1 January 2018 to 24 May 2018 (12 Months to 31 
December 2017: €0) 
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GOVERNANCE STATEMENT & REPORT OF THE COMMISSIONER FOR DATA PROTECTION 
ON BEHALF OF THE DATA PROTECTION COMMISSION 

IN RESPECT OF THE OFFICE OF THE DATA PROTECTION COMMISSIONER 

Statement of Compliance 

The Office of the Data Protection Commissioner compl ied with the requirements of the Code of Practice for 
the Governance of State Bodies, as published by the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform in Au gust 
201 6, with the fo llowing exceptions: 

• The governance structure under which the Office of the Data Protection Commissioner was established 
differs from thal of some other state bodies in lhat there is no Board structure. In the context of the O ffice 
of the Data Protect ion Commissioner, the Commissioner. with the Deputy Commissioners, undertook the 
role of a Board, in addition to perfonnance of the executive function s. As the Office of the Data Protection 
Commissioner fonned a part of the Justice vote, the accounting officer function was performed by the 
Secretary General at the Department of Justice and Equality. 

• Sections 7.2 and 7. 7 of the Code refer to a State Body having a properly constituted Internal Audit Unit and 
an Audit and Risk Committee. The Internal Audit function of the Office of the Data Protection Commissioner 
was carried out by the Department of Justice and Equality (DJE) Internal Audit under the oversight of the 
Audit Committee of Vote 24 (Justice). DJE Internal Audit Unit undertook an audit of the DPC's financial 
controls in early 201 8 and the audit report was considered by the Senior Management Committee of the 
Office of the Data Protection Commissioner and the DJE Audit Committee. The audit did not identify any 
significant issues. In adi:lition, the Office of the Data Protection Commissioner is subject to annual audit by 
the Comptroller and Auditor General and its internal risk management process was overseen by the Senior 
Management Committee which also acted as the Risk Commrttee for the office. 

• Section 8.8 of the Code requires a State Body to agree a Performance Delivery Agreement with its relevant 
parent Department. As the Office of the Data Protection Commissioner was independent in the 
perform1m ce of its functions under the provisions of the Data Protection Acts 1988 and 2003, it was not 
subject to a Performance Delivery Agreement with the Department of Justice and Equality. Instead , the 
Office of the Data Protection Commissioner had a Governance Assurance Agreement (2017 - 2019) in 
place with the Departm~nt of Justice and Equality which set out the broad corporate governance framework 
within which the office operated and defined key roles and responsibilities which underpinned the 
relationship between the Office and the Department of Justice and Equality. The Governance Assu rance 
Agreement is being updated in light of the establishment of the new Data Protectlon Commission . 

n behalf of the Office of the Data Protection Commissioner 

Hel n Dixon 
Commissioner 
Data Protection Commission 

Date: 4 ,._ _} ) 6 f ') 
( 
y 
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OFFICE OF THE DATA PROTECTION COMMISSIONER 

STATEMENT ON INTERNAL CONTROL 

IN RESPECT OF THE OFFICE OF THE DATA PROTECTION COMMISSIONER 

Scope of Responsibility 

In respect of the Office of the Data Protection Commissioner, I acknowledge responsibility for ensuring that an 
effective system of internal control was main tained and operated. This responsibility takes account of the 
requirements of the Code of Practice for the Governance of State Bodies (2016). 

Purpose of the System of Internal Control 

The system of internal control of the Office of the Data Protection Commissioner was designed to manage risk 
to a tolerable level rather than to eliminate it. The system can therefore only provide reasonable and not absolute 
assurance that assets are safeguarded, transactions are authorised and properly recorded, and that material 
errors or irregularities are either prevented or detected in a timely way. 

This system of internal control, which accords with guidance issued by the Departmen t of Public Expenditure 
and Reform was in place in the Office of the Data Protection Commissioner for the period ended 24 May 20 18 
and up to the date of approval of the accounts. 

Capacity to Handle Risk 

The Office of the Data Protection Commissioner reported on all audit matters to the Audit Committee in the 
Department of Justice and Equality. The Audit Committee in the Department o·f Justice and Equality met two 
times in the period to 24 May 2018. The Senior Management Committee of the Office of the Data Protection 
Commissioner acted as the Risk Committee for lhe organisation. Senior managers from the office attended a 
standing gover_nance meeting with the Qepartment of Justice and Equality in 2018 al which audll and risk issues 
relating to the office were discussed. 

During the period covered by this Financial Statement, the Internal Audit Unit of the Department of Justice and 
Equality carried out audits on financia l and other con trols in the Office of the Data Protection Commissioner, in 
line with its annual programme of audits. 

The Office of the Data Protection Commissioner's senior management team implemented a risk management 
policy, which set out its risk appetite, the risk management processes in place and deta ils the roles and 
responsibilities of staff in relation to risk. The policy was issued to all staff working with in Office of the Data 
Protection Commissioner's risk management policies, of the necessity to alert management of emerging risks 
and control weaknesses and to assume responsibility for risks and controls within their own area of work. 
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OFFICE OF THE DATA PROTECTION COMMISSION ER 

STATEM ENT ON INTERNAL CONTROL 

IN RESPECT OF THE OFFICE OF THE DATA PROTECTION COMMISSIONER 

Risk and Control Framework 

The Office of the Data Protect ion Commissioner implemented a risk management system wh iGh identified and 
reported key risks and the management actions taken to address and, to the extent possible, to mitigate those 
risks. 

A risk re_gisler was in place in the Office of the Data Protection Commissioner which Identified the key risks 
facing the Office of the Data Protection Commissioner and these were identified, evaluated , and graded 
according to their significance. The register was reviewed and updated by the senior management team on a 
quarterly basis. Toe outcome of these assessments was used to plan and allocate resources to ensure risks 
were managed to an acceptable level. The risk register deta iled the controls and actions needed to mitlgate 
risks and responsibil ity for operation of controls assigned to specific sta ff 

In respect of the Office of the Data Protection Commissioner, I confirm that a control environment conta ining 
the following elements was in place : 
• procedures for all key business processes were documented ; 
• financia l responsibilities w~re assigned at management level with corresponding accountability; 
• an approprlate budgeting system was in place, with an annual budget which was kept under review by 

senior management; . 
• systems aimed at ensuring the security of the information and communication technology systems were in 

. place. During 201'8, the ICT division of the Department of Justice and Equality provided the Office of the 
Data Protection Commissioner with ICT sl=lrvlce_s. DJE ICT Division provided an assurance statement 
outlining the control pro·cesses in place in 20 18; 

• systems were in place to safeguard the Office of the Data Protect ion Commissioner's assets. No grant 
funding to outside agencies occurred; 

• The National Shared Services Office provided Human Resource and Payroll Shared services to the Office 
of the Data Protection Commissioner. The National Shared Services Office provides an annual assurance 
in respect of the sel"l(ices provided and are audited u.nder the ISAE 3402.certification processes. 

Ongoing Monitoring and Review 

During the penod covered by this Financia l Sta tement, formal procedures were implemented for monitoring 
control processes, and control deficiencies were communicated lo those responsible for laking corrective action 
and to management, where relevant, in a timely way. I w nflrm that the following monitoring systems were in 
place in respect of the Office of the Data Protection Commissioner and continue to be in place in the new Data 
Protection Commission : 

• key risks and related controls have been identified and processes have been put in place to monitor the 
operation of those key controls and report any identifled deficiencies; 

• an annual audit of financia l and other controls has been carried out by the Department of JusUce and 
Equality's Internal Audit Unit; 

• reporting arrangements have been established at all levels where responsibility for financial management 
has been assigned; and 

• regular reviews by senior managememt or periodic and annual performance and financial reports take place, 
which indicate performance against budgets/forecasts. 
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OFFICE OF THE DATA PROTECTION COMMISSIONER 

STATEMENT ON INTERNAL CONTROL 

IN RESPECT OF THE OFFICE OF THE DATA PROTECTION COMMISSIONER 

Procurement 

I confirm that procedures were in place in the Office of the Data Protection Commissioner to ensure compliance 
with current procurement rules and guidelines and that during the period ended 24 May 2018 the Office of the 
Data Protection Commissioner complied with those procedures. 

Review of Effectiveness 

I confirm that procedures were in place in the Office of the Data Protection Commissioner to monitor the 
effectiveness of its risk management and control procedures. The Office of the Data Protection Commissioner's 
monitoring and review of the effectiveness of the system of internal financial control was informed by the work 
of the internal and external auditors, the Audit Committee of the Department of Justice & Equality, and the senior 
management committee. The senior management within the Office of the Data Protection Commissioner is 
responsible for the development and maintenance of the internal financial control framework. 

During the period ended 24 May 2018, the DPC's Internal Audit function was carried out by the Department of 
Justice and Equality (DJE) Internal Audit under the oversight of the Audit Committee of Vote 24 (Justice) for 
assurance to internal controls and oversight. 

Signed on behalf of Office of the Data Protection Commissioner 
. I 

/ / / 
__jj/L 11~ 
Helen Dixon v 
Commissioner 
Data Protection Commission 

/! ' 

Date: Lt It. z; .,_(J 20 I? 
(' 
I • 
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OFFICE OF THE DATA PROTECTION COMMISSIONER 

ACCOUNT OF RECEIPTS AND PAYMENTS 
FOR PERIOD FROM 1 JANUARY TO 24 MAY 2018 

Period from 1 
January to 24 

Notes May 2018 

Receipts 
Monies provided by the Oireachtas 
Fees 

Payments 
Staff Costs 
Establishment Costs 
Consultancy Fees 
Miscellaneous Expenses 

2 
3 

4 
6 
7 
8 

Payment of receipts for the period to the Vote of the Office 
of the Minister for Justice and Equality 

Receipts payable to the Vote of the Office of the Minister 
for Justice and Equality 

Note~ 1 to 14 form part of this account. 

Helen Dixon 
Commissioner 

Date 1-/ k ~~ ~ ) J / c( 

€ 

2,637 ,1 09 
208 ,346 

2,845,455 

1,680,463 
275,225 
558,402 
123,019 

2,637,109 

155,932 

52 ,414 

2,845,455 

12 months to 
31 December 

2017 

€ 

6,173,768 
754,739 

6,928, 5 07 

3,353,856 
444,503 

2, 333,688 
41,721 

6,173, 768 

746,783 

7, 956 

6,928,507 
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OFFICE OF THE DATA PROTECTION COMMISSIONER 

NOTES TO THE ACCOUNTS 
FOR PERIOD 1 JANUARY 2018 TO 24 MAY 2018 

1. Accounting policies 
The basis of accounting and significant accounting policies adopted by the O'ffice of Data Protection 
Commissioner are set out below. They have been appl ied consisten tly throughout the period and for the 
preced ing year. 

a) General Information 
The Office of the Data Protection Commissioner was set up under the Data Protection Acts 1988 and 
2003, with offices at 21 Fitzwilliam Square, Dublin 2 and Canal House, Station Road, Portarlington, Co 
Laois . The primary function of the Data Protection Commissioner was to supervise the implementat ion of 
the Data Protection Acts 1988 to 2003, ensuring compliance with their provisions investigating 
complain ts, dealing with con traventions of those Acts, encouraglng the preparation of codes of practice, 
estab(ishing and maintaining a register of data controll ers and data processors who are requi red to 
register, and rendering mutual assistance to other data protection authorities. 

b) Basis of Preparation 
The accounts have been prepared on the going concern basis, under the historica l cost convention . The 
accounts are in the form approved by the Minister for Justice and Equality with the concurrence of the 
Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform. The accounts are prepared in Euro which is the functional 
currency of the Office of the Data Protection Commissioner. As the transfer of functions. staff, property, 
righ ts and liabilities transferred to the Data Protection Commission on a business as usual basis, the 
accounts have been prepared on thE:? going concern basis, under the historical cost convention 

c) Monies provided by the Oireachtas 
Income recognised in the accounts under Grants represents funding provided to the Office of the Data 
Protection Commissioner through the Vote of the Department of Justice and Equality. The Department 
administers th~ payment of salaries and all other costs and the amount recognised as income represents 
the recourse to the Vote to fund payments made during the period. 

d) Fee Income / Fees 
Fee income is reported on a cash receipts basis. Registration fee Income Is recognised upon receipt of 
an application of registration . Registration fee income is remitted to lhe Department of Justice and 
Equality. It is recorded as appropriations-in-aid in the Department's accounts. It should be noted that 
under the Data Protection Act 2018, the system of registration and payment of registration fees was 
repealed. 

e) Foreign Currencies 
Transactions denominated in foreign currencies are translated into euro and recorded at the rate of 
exchange ruling at the dates of transactions. Monetary assels and liabiliti'es denominated in foreign 
currencies are translated into euro at the rates of e,xchange ruling at the reporting date or at forward 
purchase contract rates where such contracts exist. 

f) Superannuation 

The employees of the Office of the Data Protection Commissioner are civil servants and are members of' 
a defined benefit scheme which is un funded and is administered by the Department of Public Expenditure 
and Reform. 

The Public Servces (Single Scheme and Other Provisions) Act 201 2 became law on the 28th July 2012 
and introduced the new Single Publ ic Service Scheme ('"Single Scheme") which commenced with effect 
from 1"1 January 201 3. All new staff members to the O'ffice of the Data Protection Commissioner, who are 
new entrants to the Public Sector, on or after 1st January 2013 are members of the Single Scheme. 
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OFFICE OF THE DATA PROTECTION COMMISSIONER 

· NOTES TO THE ACCOUNTS 
FOR PERIOD FROM 1 JANUARY TO 24 MAY 2018 

g) Accruals Based Information 

Included in Note 9 to the accounts is information surrounding the financial results of the Office of the 
Data Protection Commissioner had the accounts been prepared on an accruals basis. 

2 Monies provided by the Oireachtas 
Department of Justice and Equality 

Period from 
1 January 
to 24 May 

2018 

€ 

2,637,109 

12 Months 
to 31 

December 
2017 

€ 

6,173,768 

The Office of the Data Protection Commissioner was funded from the Vote of the Department of Justice 
and Equality (Vote 24) through subhead A.6. 

3 Fee Income 
Registration fee income received 

Period from 
1 January 
to 24 May 

2018 

€ 
208,346 

12 Months 
to 31 

December 
2017 

€ 
754,739 

Organisations which process personal data were required to register with the Office of the Data Protection 
Commissioner. Registration fees were paid on an annual basis. 

4 Staff Costs and Employee Information 
Wages and Salaries 
Travel and Subsistence 
Total Staff Cost 

Period from 
1 January 
2018 to 24 
May 2018 

€ 
1,631,496 

48,967 
1,680,463 

The average number of employees during the period was 90 (2017: 75). 

12 Months 
to 31 

December 
2017 

€ 
3,251 ,100 

102,756 
3,353,856 
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OFFICE OF THE DATA PROTECTION COMMISSIONER 

NOTES TO THE ACCOUNTS 
FOR PERIOD 1 JANUARY 2018 TO 24 MAY 2018 

4 Staff Costs and Employee Informat ion (continued) 

Pension Related Deduction was deducted in line with statutory requirements. €64,072 of pension levy has 
been deducted in the period to 24 May 20 18 (20 17: €120, 111) and retained by the Department of Justice 
and Equality. 

Employee benefits per annum breakdown : 

Range 
From 
€ 60,000 
€ 70,000 
€ 80,000 
€ 90,000 
€ 100,000 
€ 110,000 
€ 120,000 

To 
€ 69,999 
E: 79,999 
€ 89,999 
€ 99,999 
€ 109,999 
€ 119,999 
€ 129,999 

5 Remuneration of Data Protection Commissioner 

Number of employees 
2018 

18 
9 
2 
3 
2 

The remuneration to the period 24 May 2018 of the Commissioner is as follows: 

Period from 12 Months 
1 January to 31 
2018 to 24 December 
May 2018 2017 

Salary Salary 
€ € 

Helen Dixon 55,210 128,682 

The Commissioner did not receive any performance related payments or any other benefit in kind during the 
period. 

Pension entitlements are in line with and do not extend beyond the standard entitlemen1s in the Civil Service 
Defined Benefit Superannuation Scheme. 

In the period lo 24 May 2018, the Commissioner incurred travel expenses, including reimbursements of 
€2,487 (20 17: €7,466) . 
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OFFICE OF THE DATA PROTECTION COMMISSIONER 

NOTES TO THE ACCOUNTS 
FOR PERIOD 1 JANUARY 2018 TO 24 MAY 2018 

6 Establishment Costs 
Fixed asset additions 
Equipment maintenance and office $Upplies 
Accommodation 
TelecommunicaUon costs 

Period from 1 
January 2018 to 

24 May 2018 

€ 
23,887 
84,832 

153,061 
13, 445 

275,225 

Period from 1 

12 Months to 
31 December 

2017 

€ 
90 

134,469 
264,111 

45,833 
444, 503 

12 Months to 
January 2018 to 31 December 

24 May 2018 2017 

7 Consultancy Fees € € 
Legal advice (Genera l) 2,498 71,615 
Legal fees - lega l proceedings 247, 904 1,569 ,352 
Legal costs recouped (7,027) (5,641) 
Communications / Public Relations 40, 524 124, 230 
Business Advisory Services 274, 503 503,050 
Other 71,082 

558,402 2,333,688 

Period from 1 12 Months 
January 2018 to to 31 

24 May 2018 December 
2017 

8 Miscellaneous Expenses € € 
Translation and Interpretation expenses 645 5,505 
Seminars and conferences 294 2.16 
Marketing and med ia expenses / GDPR awareness 95,182 2,053 
stc:1ff training and development 631 
Newspaper cuttings and periodicals 927 1,176 
Office Refreshments 3,351 3,283 
Membership of professional bodies 270 485 
Reports and publ ica tions / advertising 19,561 19,873 
Contracted st:¼fvices 834 
Other expenses 2,789 7,665 

123,019 41,721 
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OFFICE OF THE DATA PROTECTION COMMISSION ER 

NOTES TO THE ACCOUNTS 
FOR THE PERIOD 1 JANUARY 2018 TO 24 MAY 2018 

Accruals Based Information 

IT Office 
(a) Fixed Assets Equ1pmenl Equipmenl 

E € 
Cost 
At 01 January 2018 44,263 11,099 

Additions for lhe period 22 ,663 1,224 

Disposals 
At 24 May 2018 66,926 12,323 

Accumulated De~reciation 
At ·01 January 20 18 43 ,447 9,1 39 

Depreciation charge fo r the period 2,1 05 523 

Disposals 
Al 24 May 20 18 45,552 9.662 

!'Jet Boo.k Value 

Al 24 May 20 18 21,374 2,661 

At 31 December 2017 817 1,960 

Period from 1 
January 2018 

to 24 May 
2018 

€ 
(b) Cost of Service 

Payments in the period 2,637,1 09 

Opening accruals (51,308) 
Closing accruals 54,646 
Opening prepayments 32,054 
Closing prepayments (20,056) 
Opening stock ba lance 5,80 1 
Closing stock balance (5,000) 
Additions to fixed assets (23,887) 
Depreciation for the period 2 ,628 

Cost of service 2,631 ,987 

Total 

€ 

55 ,362 
23,887 

79,249 

52 ,586 
2,628 

55,214 

24,035 

2,776 

12 Months to 
31 December 

2017 

€ 

6,1 73,768 

(30,357) 
51,308 

1,882 
(32,054) 

8,244 
(5,801) 

(90) 
2,212 

6,1 69 ,112 

19 



OFFICE OF THE DATA PROTECTION COMMISSIONER 

NOTES TO THE ACCOUNTS 
FOR PERIOD 1 JANUARY 2018 TO 24 MAY 2018 

10 Lease Commitments 

The Office of the Data Protection Commissioner relocated its Dublin office to 21 Fitzwilliam Square in August 
2016, which is provided free of charge by the Office of Public Works. 

During 2016 and 2017 the Office of the Data Protection Commissioner exceeded the maximum capacity of 
Fitzwilliam Square in light of its enhanced role under GDPR. As the Office of Public Works was not in a 
position to provide a suitable premises to meet the short-term accommodation needs, DPC sourced 
additional office space to alleviate constraints in their Dublin office. The Office of the Data Protection 
Commissioner entered into a short term 'Serviced Office Agreement' with Regus Court, Harcourt Road, 
Dublin 2. The costs for additional temporary office space in Regus Court was €109, 104 in 2018 (€130,006 
- 2017). 

During the period ended 24 May 2018, discussions continued with the Office of Public Works to identify a 
new permanent Dublin office. It is expected that such a premises may not be available before 2020. 

The Portarlington office is located at Canal House, Station Road, Portarlington, Co. Laois. This office is 
provided free of charge by the Office of Public Works. 

At 24 May 2018 and at 31 December 2017 the Office of the Data Protection Commissioner had the following 
future minimum lease payments: 

Payable within 1 year 

Payable within 2 - 5 years 

Payable after 5 years 

As at 24 May 
2018 

€ 

109,104 

109,104 

As at 31 
December 

2017 
€ 

130,006 

130,006 
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OFFICE OF THE DATA PROTECTION COMMISSIONER 

NOTES TO THE ACCOUNTS 
FOR PERIOD 1 JANUARY 2018 TO 24 MAY 2018 

11 Capital Commitments 

There were no capital commitments at 24th May 2018. 

12 Related Party Transactions/ Disclosure of Interests 

Key management personnel in the Office of the Data Protection Commissioner consisted of the Data 
Protection Commissioner and five Deputy Commissioners. Total compensation paid to key management 
personnel by the Data Protection Commissioner's office for the period ended 24 May 2018 amounted to 
€267,087 (2017: €492 , 173). 

The Office of the Data Protection Commissioner complied with the Code of Practice for the Governance of 
State Bodies issued by the Department of Finance in relation to the disclosure of interests by the 
Commission and members/staff of the Commission . Formal procedures exist to ensure adherence with the 
requirements of the Code. 

13 Contingent Liabilities 

There are a number of cases before the Courts in which the Office of the Data Protection Commissioner 
was engaged and which will continue to be ongoing by the Data Protection Commission during the 
remainder of 2018. No provision has been made in these accounts for these .cases. It is envisaged that 
the majority of legal costs arising in latter part of 2018 will relate to litigation rather than to legal advice . The 
DPC does not comment on ongoing litigation. 

14 Transfer of Functions to Data Protection Commission 

A new data protection legal framework came into operation across the EU on 25 May 2015. On that date 
the Data Protection Act 2018 established a new Data Protection Commission . All the assets, liabilities and 
functions of the Office of the Data Protection Commissioner were transferred to the Data Protection 
Commission on that date. In compliance with section 66( 1) of the Data Protection Act 2018 the new 
Commission has prepared these final accounts of the Office of the Data Protection Commissioner for the 
period 1 January 2018 to 24 May 2018. 
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• 
d-Re C nt a us 

Comptroller and Auditor General 

Tuarascail le cur faoi bhraid Thithe an Oireachtais 

An Coimisi(m um Chosaint Sonrai 

Tuairim ar na raitis airgeadais 

Ta iniuchadh deanta agam ar raitis airgeadais an Choimisiuin um Chosaint Sonrai don 
treimhse 6n 25 Bealtaine 2018 go dtf an 31 Nollaig 2018 mar a cheanglaitear faoi fhoralacha 
alt 23 den Acht um Chosaint Sonrai, 2018 (an tAcht). 

Ta na raitis airgeadais comhdheanta diobh seo: 

an cuntas faltas agus iocaiochtai 

na n6tai gaolmhara, lena n-airitear achoimre ar bheartais shuntasacha chuntasaiochta. 

I mo thuairim, 

cuirtear i lathair go cui sna raitis airgeadais an t-airgead a fuair agus a chaith an 
Coimisiun um Chosaint Sonrai le linn na treimhse 6n 25 Bealtaine 2018 go dtf an 31 
Nollaig 2018. 

Aistriil feidhmeanna agus bunu V6ta 

Bunaiodh an Coimisiun um Chosaint Sonraf an 25 Bealtaine 2018 agus rinneadh 
feidhmeanna , baill foirne, s6cmhainni agus dliteanais Oifig an Choimisineara Cosanta Sonrai 
a aistriu chuig an gCoimisiun um Chosaint Sonrai ar an data sin. Foraladh leis an Acht go 
sannfai a v6ta fein don Choimisiun um Chosaint Sonrai, agus tathar ag obair chun an meid 
sin a bhaint amach le heifeacht 6 mhi Eanair 2020. 

Bunus na tuairime 

Rinne me m'iniuchadh ar na raitis airgeadais de reir na gCaighdean ldirnaisiunta um 
lniuch6ireacht arna bhf6gairt ag Eagraiocht ldirnaisiunta na nUasfhoras lniuch6ireachta. Ta 
cur sios deanta san aguisin a ghabhann leis an tuarascail seo ar na freagrachtai ata orm faoi 
na caighdeain sin. Taim neamhspleach ar an gCoimisiun um Chosaint Sonrai agus chomhlion 
me na freagrachtai eiticiula eile ata orm de reir na gcaighdean. 

Creidim gur leor an fhianaise iniuch6ireachta a fuair me agus go bhfuil sf oiriunach do 
bhunus a thabhairt le mo thuairim. 

Tuarascail ar fhaisneis seachas na raitis airgeadais agus ar abhair 
eile 

Chuir an Coimisiun um Chosaint Sonrai faisneis airithe eile i lathair I dteannta na raiteas 
airgeadais. Cuimsionn an fhaisneis sin an raiteas rialachais agus an raiteas faoi rialu 
inmheanach. Ta cur sios deanta san aguisin a ghabhann leis an tuarascail seo ar na 
freagrachtaf ata orm tuairisc a thabhairt ar fhaisneis den sort sin agus ar abhair airithe eile ar 
a dtuairiscim tri eisceacht. 

Nil aon rud le tuairisciu agam ina leith sin. 

Seamus McCarthy 
An tArd-Reachtaire Cuntas agus Ciste 
28 Lunasa 2019 



Aguisin a ghabhann leis an tuarascail 

Freagrachtai an Choimisiuin um Chosaint Sonrai 

Ta an Coimisiun freagrach as na nithe seo a leanas; 

na raitis airgeadais a ullmhu san fhoirm a fhorordaitear faoi alt 
23(1) den Acht um Chosaint Sonrai, 2018 

a chinntiu go gcuirtear i lathair go cui sna raitis airgeadais an 
t-airgead a fuarthas agus a caitheadh le linn na treimhse 6n 
25 Bealtaine 2018 go dti an 31 Nollaig 2018 de reir na 
mbeartas cuntasaiochta ata leagtha amach sna raitis 
airgeadais 

rialtacht na n-idirbheart a chinntiu, agus 

cibe rialu inmheanach a mheasann se a bheith riachtanach 
chun raitis airgeadais a ullmhu ata saor 6 mhiraiteas abhartha, 
biodh calaois n6 earraid mar chuis leis. 

Freagrachtai an Ard-Reachtaire Cuntas agus Ciste 

Ceanglaitearorm faoi alt 23(2) den Acht um Chosaint Sonrai, 2018, 
raitis airgeadais an Choimisiuin um Chosaint Sonrai a iniuchadh. 

Ta se mar chusp6ir agam agus an t-iniuchadh a dheanamh agam 
dearbhu reasunach a fhail ar ce acu ata n6 nach bhfuil na raitis 
airgeadais ina n-iomlaine saor 6 mhiraiteas abhartha, biodh calaois 
n6 earraid mar chuis leis. Is ionann dearbhu reasunach agus 
leibheal ard dearbhaithe Mar sin fein, ni rathaionn se gur i ngach 
cas ina bhfuil se ann a aimseofar miraiteas abhartha le linn 
in iuchadh a dheantar de reir na gCaighdean ldirnaisiunta um 
lniuch6ireacht. Is feidir le miraitiirreacht as calaois n6 earraid agus 
meastar iad a bheith abhartha mas amhlaidh ina n-aonar n6 mar 
chomhiomlan go bhfeadfai a bheith ag suil go reasunach go 
rachadh siad i bhfeidhm ar chinnti eacnamaiocha a dheanann 
usaideoiri ar bhonn na raiteas airgeadais sin. 

Mar chuid d'iniuchadh a dheantar de reir na gCaighdean 
ldirnais1unta um lniuch6ireacht, usaidim breithiunas gairm iuil agus 
coinnim sceipteachas gairmiuil ar bun ar fud an iniuchta. Le linn 
deanamh amhlaidh, 

Deanaim sainaith int agus measunu ar na rioscai a 
bhaineann le m iraiteas abhartha sna raitis airgeadais de 
bharr calaoise n6 earraide; ceapaim n6sanna imeachta 
iniuch6ireachta ata freagruil dona rioscai sin agus cuirim i 
bhfeidhm iad; agus faighim fiana1se iniuchta is leor agus is 
cui chun bonn a thabhairt do mo thuairim . Is airde an baol 
nach mbraithfi mfraiteas abhartha de bharr calaoise na de 
bharr earraide, toisc go bhfeadfadh claonphairteachas, 
brionnu, easnamh d'aon ghn6, mifhaisneis n6 saru ar an 
rialu inmheanach a bheith i gceist le calaois. 

Gn6thafm tuiscint ar an rialu inmheanach a bhaineann leis 
an iniuchadh chun n6sanna imeachta iniuch6ireachta a 
cheapadh ata cuf sna cuinsi, seachas chun tuairim a chur in 
iul ar a eifeachtai ata na rialuithe inmheanacha. 

Deanaim meast6ireacht ar a chui ata na beartais 
chuntasaiochta a usaideadh agus ar a reasunai ata na 
meastachain chuntasaiochta agus an nochtadh gaolmhar. 

Teim i dteagmhail leo sin a bhfuil freagrachtai rialachais orthu 
maidir le raon feidhme agus uainiu beartaithe an iniuchta agus 
maidir le fionnachtana suntasacha iniuchta, lena n-airftear aon 
easnaimh shuntasacha ar an rialu inmheanach a shainaithnim le 
linn m'iniuchta, i measc abhair eile. 

Faisneis seachas na raitis airgeadais 

Ni chumhdaionn mo thuairim ar na raitis airgeadais an fhaisneis 
eile ata curtha i lathair sna raitis airgeadais sin, agus nf chuirim aon 
chinneadh dearbhaithe in iul ina leith. 

I dtaca le m'iniuchadh ar na raitis airgeadais, ceanglaitear orm faoi 
na Caighdeain ldirnaisiunta um lniuch6ireacht an raiteas faoi rialu 
inmheanach airgeadais a chu irtear i lathair a leamh agus, le linn 
deanamh amhlaidh, a bhreithniu ce acu is amhlaidh n6 nach 
amhlaidh go bhfuil an fhaisneis ata ann neamh-chomhsheasmhach 
go habhartha leis na raitis airgeadais n6 le heolas a gn6thaiodh le 
linn an inluchta n6 go bhfuil an chuma uirthi ar shlf eile gur tug·adh 
miraiteas abhartha ina leith. Mas rud e, bunaithe ar an obair ata 
deanta agam, go dtagaim ar an gconcluid go bhfuil miraiteas 
abhartha ann i leith na faisneise sin, ceanglaitear orrn an fhiric sin 
a thuairisciu. 

Tuairisciu ar abhair eile 

Deantar m'iniuchadh tri thagairt do na cuinsi speisialta a bhaineann 
le comhlachtai Stai! maidir lena mbainistiu agus lena n-oibriu. 
Tuairiscim I gcas go sainaithnim abhair abhartha a bhaineann leis 
an d6igh ar cuireadh gn6 poibli i gcrich. 

Feachaim le linn an iniuchta le fianaise a fhail ar rialtacht na n­
idirbheart airgeadais. Tuainscim i gcas go sainaithnim ·aon 
chasanna abhartha nar caitheadh airgead poibli dona criocha a bhi 
beartaithe iontu n6 nach ndearnadh na hidirbhearta de reir na n­
udaras a bhi a rialu iontu. 

Tuairiscim tri eisceacht freisin i gcas gurb amhlaidh, i mo 
thuairimse , 

nach bhfuair me an fhaisneis agus na minithe ar fad a 
theastaigh uaim do m'iniuchadh, n6 

nar leor na taifid chuntasaiochta chun me a chumasu 
iniuchadh reidh cui a dheanamh ar na raitis airgeadais, n6 

nach bhfuil na raitis airgeadais ag teach! leis na taifid 
chuntasaiochta. 
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Oifig on Ard-Reochtoire Cuntos ogus Ciste

Office of the Comptroller ond Auditor Generol

3A Sroid on Mh6oro Uochtoroch
Boile Atho Clioth 'l

t rre
DOI PF72

3A Moyor Street Upper
Dublin 1

lrelond
DOI PF72

T +353 (0)1 8638600
w.oudgen.gov.ie

Ms Helen Dixon

Commissioner

Data Protection Commission

21 Fitz,^tnliam Square

Dublin 2

13 September 2019

Dear Ms. Dixon

Please find enclosed the following:

Management letter arising from the audit of the Data Protection Commission

financial statements for the period 25 May to 31 December 2018.

Please do not hesitate to contact me directly should you have any queries in respect

of the document.

Yo

Kiernan Scott

Senior Auditor

01 - 8648659
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Ms. Helen Dixon
Commissioner
Data Protection Commission
21 Fitz'ttilliam Square
Dublin 2

13 September 2019

Dear Ms. Dixon,

We perform our audit under the authority conferred by legislation and in accordance
with applicable auditing standards. The audit, through the reporting of the audit
opinion, gives independent assurance on the 'truth and fairness' of the financial
statements of your organisation.

An audit of financial statements in the central government sector is similar in scope
and nature to the audit of any other entity. There is, however, a greater emphasis on
compliance with authority commonly known as regularity, and on the propriety of
transactions. These matters are explained in further detail in Appendix l.

The audit scope does not extend to providing assurance on the arrangements in place

in your organisation for ensuring the proper conduct of financial business or the
managing of performance and use of resources. Neither do we search specifically for
fraud or test the effectiveness of all control systems. However, in planning and
performing the audit we obtain an understanding of, and examine many aspects of
your business and financial processes. While the audit cannot be expected to identify
all weaknesses or irregularities that may exist, we do however report to you our
findings or observations on matters which we believe should be addressed.

ln addition to explaining the issue, outlining the implication if the issue is not addressed
and our recommendation, we have incorporated your organisation's response which
permits us to properly understand the nature and significance of the issue raised.

ln closing I would like to express my appreciation for the co-operation afforded to
members of the audit team by your staff throughout the course of the audit.

Yo

Kiernan Scott

Office of the Comptroller ond Auditor Generol
Oilig on Ard-Reochtoire Cuntos ogus Ciste

Senior Auditor



A. Pavroll Reports

Finding

The payroll costs for the period under review was €3.1 million which amounted to 58%
of total spend in the period. There is no evidence that payroll control reports are
provided by the shared services operation to the Commission for review.

lmplication

The Commission cannot demonstrate that its payroll is correct as there is no review of
payroll control reports to ensure requested changes have been made correctly/

Rating

Low

Recommendation

The Commission should obtain and review payroll control reports and evidence as
having been done so with sign off at an appropriate level.

Management Response

The Data Protection Commission (DPC) acknowledges the significance of undertaking
payroll reviews in order to ensure the integrity and accuracy of the DPC payroll. We
agree with the above statement that payroll control reports are not provided to the
DPC by the Nationa! Shared Services Office (NSSO) and, as a result, it inhibits the
ability of the DPC to perform such reviews. This is an issue that has also been
highlighted to us by our internal auditors. The DPC has been pro-active in engaging
with the Office of Comptroller and Auditor General, the NSSO and the Department of
Justice and Equality to procure such information to enable these reviews to take place.

The DPC is also aware that a function of the NSSO is to run regular comparison audits
between the People Point Human Management Records System (HRMS) and payroll
to identify and correct any errors and irregularities. The DPC understands that this is
performed as part of the Service Management Agreement in place between the
Department of Justice and Equality and the NSSO. The DPC will continue to explore
how it conducts its own payrol! reconciliations. lt is to be noted that DPC anticipates
that it will be a direct client of NSSO from 2020 with an NSSO-DPC Service Level
Agreement in place. At this point, we anticipate the 2020 process will look per the draft
process map copied below:
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B. Accrual and Prepavments

Finding

Note 8 (a) and (b) to the financial statements contain accruals based information
relating to Fixed Assets and Cost of Service.

The closing accruals figure of amounted to €51k with the closing prepayments figure
amounting to €43k.

The review of these figures for audit purposes showed the following:

Accruals were overstated by €7.5k due to the incorrect accrual of a previously
paid audit fee.
Prepayments were overstated by €23k due to rental paid in December 2018.

These figures were amended for the final financials statements.

!mplication

The process used for the calculation of accruals and prepayments and the oversight
of same did not operate effectively.

Rating

Low

Recommendation

Management Response

As recommended, the DPC agrees to review the process used for accruats and
prepayments. There is an exercise underway as part of the DPC's transition to
becoming its own accounting officer to develop new financial policies and procedures
for al! financial areas which will include more regular oversight of items being posted
to general ledgers and regular month end /year end processes, including prepayments
and accruals. ln particular, the DPC notes that it will need to improve its efforts to
ensure that the narrative or description included in the general ledger for certain
transactions posted, by service providers to the DPC, allow for accurate identification
of the nature of the expense. The DPC will continue to work with the Department of
Justice Financial Shared Services team to improve the quality of recording such
transactions.

o

The Commission should review its processes for calculation of year end accruals and
prepayments to ensure that accurate figures are in included in the financial
statements.



C. Fixed Asset Resister

Finding

Implication

The Fixed Asset Register maintained by the Commission may not be accurate. This
has adverse implications for the effective control and safeguarding of assets.

Rating

Low

Recommendation

The Commission will become a Vote account on 1 January 2O2O and as such fully
responsible forthe control and safeguarding of its assets. Therefore it is important that
the Fixed Asset Register is accurate at that date. lt is recommended that steps be

taken to ensure that this is the case at that date.

Management Response

As noted, the DPC will become an accounting officer from 1 January 2O2O and as
such, will be fully responsible for the control and safeguarding of its assets. As part of
this process, DPC is developing financial policies and procedures for all financial areas
which will include oversight and maintenance of fixed asset records.

The net book value of fixed assets at period end amounted to €418k. The
Commission's Fixed Asset Register is not in agreement with the Fixed Asset Register
of the Department of Justice and Equality. lt is accepted that the difference is not
material.



Appendix I - Explanation of the concepts of Regularity and Propriety

Regularity
The concept of regularity reflects a concern that public money raised through taxation
on the public should be used only for those purposes approved by D5il Eireann. The
preparation of financial statements by central government sector bodies is an
important means by which they are accountable for the use of public funds made
available to them. The financial statements of central government sector bodies
include an implied assertion regarding the regularity of financial transactions, in
addition to the financial statement assertions identified in ISA 500 (UK and lreland).

The general concern is with the administration of public monies in accordance with the
legal authority governing them and therefore extends to the substance of transactions
and the entitlement of recipients of public funds.

ln these conducting his audit, the C&AG considers whether:
(i) amounts expended have been applied by the entity concerned for the purposes
intended
(ii) transactions recorded in the account conform with the authority under which they
purport to have been carried out.

The concept of propriety
Propriety is concerned with the way in which public business is conducted including
any conventions agreed with Ddil Eireann (and in particular the PAC), and any
guidance issued on governance and ethics.

Whereas regularity is concerned with the compliance with appropriate authorities,
propriety goes wider than this and extends to standards of conduct, behaviour and
corporate governance. lt is concerned with faimess and integrity including avoidance
of personal profit from public business, even handedness in the appointment of staff,
open competition in the award of contracts and the avoidance of waste and
extravagance.



Appendix ll- lssues Rating

lssue Description

Our finding represents a significant weakness in the
current control environment, financial management or
governance, and requires immediate action by the
management or board to meet minimum control standards.

Our finding is an opportunity to improve the effectiveness
of the control environment, financial management or
governance, and requires management or board action in
the near term.

Our finding is a general opportunity to improve efficiency
and effectiveness of the processes or the controls.

lligh

Medium

Lou'
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16 August 2019

Dear Ms. Dixon

Please find enclosed the following:

Management letter arising from the audit of the cessation accounts of the

Office of the Data Protection Commissioner for the period 1 January to 24

May 2018.

Please do not hesitate to contact me should you have any queries in respect of this

document.

Kiernan Scott

Senior Auditor

01 - 8638659

Mr. Con Haugh - Chairperson of the Audit and Risk Committee of the
Department of Justice and Equality

a

Data Protection
Commission

I I AUG 2019

Date Received

FiErnilliam Square

Cc:

Yours Sincerelv

KVEd

Ms. Helen Dixon

Commissioner

Data Protection Commission

21 Ftt^ tilliam Square

Dublin 2
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Ms. Helen Dixon
Commissioner
Data Protection Commission
2l Fitzwilliam Square South
Dublin 2
DO2 RD28
Ireland

16 August 2019

Dear Ms. Dixon

We perfonn our audit under the authority conferred by legislation and in accordance with
applicable auditing standards. The audit, through the reporting of the audit opinion, gives
independent assurance on the 'truth and fairness' of the financial statements of your
organisation.

An audit of financial staternents in the central government sector is similar in scope and nafure
to the audit of any other entity. There is, however, a greater emphasis on compliance with
authority commonly known as regularity, and on the propriety of transactions. These matters
are explained in further detail in Appendix I.

The audit scope does not extend to providing assurance on the arrangements in place in your
organisation for ensuring the proper conduct of financial business or the managing of
performance and use of resources. Neither do we search specifically for fraud or test the

effectiveness of all control systerns. However, in planning and performing the audit we obtain
an understanding of, and examine many aspects of your business and financial processes. While
the audit cannot be expected to identiff all weaknesses or irregularities that may exist, we do
however report to you our findings or observations on matters which we believe should be
addressed.

In addition to explaining the issue, outlining the implication if the issue is not addressed and
our recommendation, we have incorporated your organisation's response which permits us to
properly understand the nature and significance of the issue raised.

Office of the Comptroller ond Auditor Generol
Oifig on Ard-R"oihtoir" Cuntos ogus Ciste



In closing I would like to express my appreciation for the co-operation afforded to members of
the audit team by your staff throughout the course of the audit.

Yours

cott
Senior Auditor



Finding

The Data Protection Act 2018 - Section 66(2) states the following:

The Commission should submit the final accounts to the Comptroller and Auditor General for
audit not later than 3 months after the establishment da1,.

The above means that the final accounts of the Office of the Data Protection Commissioner
should have been submitted for audit by 25 August 2018. The records of this Office show that
the accounts were submitted on 5 December 2018.

Implication

The Data Protection Commission was not in compliance with its legislative responsibilities in
respect of the matter of the submission of the final accounts of the Office of the Data Protection
Commissioner.

Rating

Medium

Recommendation

It is recortmended that the Commission review its procedures to ensure future legislative
requirements of this type are complied with.

Management Response

The Data Protection Commission (DPC) acknowledges the delay in submitting the final
accounts for the period I Jan to 25 May 2018 to the Comptroller and Auditor General.

Section 66 of the 2018 Act required submission not later than three months after the

establishment day of the Data Protection Commission which would have been the 25th August
2018. The Commission presented the accounts at the beginning of December 2019 which
represented a delay ofjust in excess of three months.

A number of factors gave rise to this delay:

Firstly, the final accounts of the Data Protection Commissioner were an exceptional
case and covered the non-standard period of l't January to 25h May 2018.

Secondly, the legislation providing the legal direction on these matters, the Data
Protection Act 2018, was enacted only on the 24th lday 2018.

Thirdly, the 2017 accounts had not yet been audited by the Comptroller and Auditor
General by 25h August 2018. This was partly the case due to the later than anticipated
final submission of the 2017 accounts on a cash basis to the Comptroller and Auditor

o

o

a

A. Presentation of accounts from audit:



General. The initial accounts had been submitted on an accruals basis which represented

a change from prior period accounts and were redrafted on a cash basis as a result.

Notwithstanding the factors outlined above affecting the timely submission of the final
accounts of the Data Protection Commissioner to the Comptroller and Auditor General, the
Data Protection Commission acknowledges that late submission should not have occurred and

takes responsibility for this failure in compliance.

In addition the Commission accept the recommendation of the Comptroller and Auditor
General that procedures should continue to be tightly monitored to ensrtre compliance in future.
The Commission would point out that late submission is unusual for this office and confirms
that the Commission has since met its obligations to submit on time in the subsequent

accounting perio d (26 May 201 8 - 3 I Dec 2018 - submitted on 26 March 2019.)



Appendix I - Explanation of the concepts of Regularity and Propriety

Regularity
The concept of regularity reflects a concern that public money raised through taxation on the
public should be used only for those pu{poses approved by D6il Eirean r. The preparation of
financial statements by central govemment sector bodies is an important means by which they
are accountable for the use of public funds made available to them. The financial statements
of central government sector bodies include an implied assertion regarding the regularity of
financial transactions, in addition to the financial statement assertions identified in ISA 500

GrK and Ireland).

The general concern is with the administration of public monies in accordance with the legal
authority governing them and therefore extends to the substance of transactions and the
entitlement of recipients of public funds.

In these conducting his audit, the C&AG considers whether:
(i) amounts expended have been applied by the entity concerned for the purposes intended
(ii) transactions recorded in the account conform with the authority under which they purport
to have been carried out.

The concept of propriety
Propriety is concerned with the way in which public business is conducted including any
conventions agreed with D6il Eireaon (and in particular the PAC), and any guidance issued on
governance and ethics.

Whereas regularity is concerned with the compliance with appropriate authorities, propriety
goes wider than this and extends to standards of conduct, behaviour and corporate governance.

It is concerned with fairness and integnty including avoidance of personal profit from public
business, even handedness in the appointment of staff, open competition in the award of
contracts and the avoidance of waste and extravagance.



Issue
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Appendix II - Issues Rating

Description

Our finding represents a significant weakness in the
current control environment, financial management or
govcmancc, and rcquircs immcdiate action by thc
management or board to meet minimum control standards.

Our finding is an opportunity to improve the effectiveness
of the control environment, financial management or
governance, and requires management or board action in
the near term.

Our finding is a general opportunity to improve efficiency
and effectiveness of the processes or the controls.

Medium

Iligh

Lorv
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