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Speaking Points for the Minister  

Communications, Climate Action and Environment Committee 

 5 February 2019  

Ratification of the UN Minamata Convention on Mercury 

 I would like to thank you for taking the time to consider Ireland’s 

proposed ratification of the Minamata Convention on Mercury.  

 

 Mercury and its compounds can pose a threat to humans, ecosystems 

and wildlife. The aim of the Minamata Convention is to safeguard human 

health and the global environment from the harmful effects of mercury 

pollution. 

 

 The Convention addresses all aspects related to the use of mercury 

throughout its lifecycle and sets out measures such as banning mercury 

mining, restricting the supply and trade of mercury added-products, and 

ensuring the environmentally sound management of mercury waste. 

 

 Over the past 15 years, EU legislation has resulted in significant 

reductions in Mercury use, including in products such as batteries, lamps 

and dental amalgam.  

 

 Mercury is not a major problem in Ireland but given the transboundary 

nature of mercury emissions, the issue can only be dealt with through 

international cooperation.   

 

 To date, the Minamata Convention has been ratified by 102 countries, 

including 22 Member States and the EU. 

 

 

 It is important that Ireland contributes its fair share to ensure the 

elimination of mercury pollution at a global level. 
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 On the 14th of December last I signed new Mercury Regulations into law.  

These Regulations are required under EU law and ensure that Ireland 

has all measures in place to meet the requirements of the Minamata 

Convention.  

 

 Implementing the requirements of the Mercury Regulations and the 

Minamata Convention will be the responsibility of my Department and 

involves coordination across a number of competent authorities and 

Government Departments. 

 

 In line with Ireland’s obligations as a Party to the Minamata Convention, 

Ireland will provide a relatively small annual contribution towards the 

implementation of the Convention (less than €50k).  This will be paid for 

by my Department using money drawn from the Environment Fund.  

 

 I look forward to your support in completing Ireland’s ratification of the 

Minamata Convention on Mercury.  


