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Oireachtas Committee on Mid Year Review of Estimates 

2 October 2018 

Opening remarks 

 

I welcome the opportunity to meet with the Committee today to 

consider the mid-year expenditure position and performance across 

the 6 Programme areas of my Department.   

I will keep my opening statement brief so as to allow the Committee 

sufficient time to examine each of the Programme’s expenditure 

outturn to end June. 

 

I am joined by Minister of State, Seán Kyne, who has responsibility 

for Community Affairs, Natural Resources and Digital Development. I 

am also joined by my officials; Finola Rossi, Finance Officer and Jim 

Whelan from the Department’s Finance Unit; Ciara Kennedy -  

National Broadband Plan Division; Triona Quill - Broadcasting Policy 

Division; Eileen O’Connor - Energy Efficiency and Affordability 

Division; Denis Maher - Inland Fisheries Division and Kevin 

O’Donoghue – Waste Policy and Resource Efficiency Division. 
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The total provision for my Department in 2018 is some €587 million, 

comprising €215 million for capital investment (including €6m in 

capital carryover from last year) and €372 million for current 

spending, of which €222 million or approximately 60% represents a 

pass-through of TV licence receipts.  

 

By end of June this year, my Department had spent €62.4 million of 

its capital allocation, representing 90% of profiled expenditure. On 

current expenditure, my Department had spent €172.9 million, 

representing 96% of profiled expenditure.  

 

Appropriations-in-Aid were running at €110.2 million, representing 

96% of profiled receipts. 

  

This year my Department continues to progress projects in areas of 

national strategic importance, including: 

 National Broadband Plan in line with the Government’s 

ambition that opportunities presented by digital 

transformation are available to every community in Ireland; 

 Trading Online Voucher Scheme to support more small 

companies to trade online to help them grow sales, jobs and 

exports; 
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 Digital Skills for Citizens training programme to help some 

25,000 citizens to get online for the first time and participate in 

the digital economy and society; 

 Continued investment in energy efficiency in our residential, 

public and commercial building stock and homes of those in 

energy poverty in the drive to reduce CO2 emissions from the 

built environment;   

 Electric Vehicle Grant Scheme aimed at decarbonising 

transport; 

 INFOMAR and TELLUS geo-environmental mapping projects; 

 Protecting our natural environment, and promoting the 

transition to a resource-efficient circular economy.  

 Progressing the climate action agenda and Ireland’s transition 

to a low carbon economy. 

 

 

ENDS 
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Programme Remarks 

 

Programme A – Communications  (Minister Denis Naughten) 

 

The focus of Programme A is to support economic growth, 

competitiveness and social inclusion through a range of policies and 

regulation designed to facilitate a more digitally connected economy 

and society. It provides for investment in Next Generation 

Broadband networks, promotion of the use of digital technologies by 

citizens and businesses and support for digital entrepreneurship.   

The total estimate of €41 million for Programme A includes an 

amount of €15 million for the National Broadband Plan, the 

procurement of which is now in its final stage.  

The Communications Programme also underpins the implementation 

of the National Digital Strategy, through measures such as the 

Trading Online Voucher Scheme to support a further 1,500 small 

businesses to trade online, and the Digital Skills for Citizens Scheme 

to deliver 10 hours of free digital skills training to 25,000 people who 

have never used the internet.  

 

The Programme also supports growth and innovation in digital 

entrepreneurship through the provision of €4.5 million for the Digital 

Hub Development Agency and the National Digital Research Centre.   
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In addition, funding is provided for the expansion of the National 

Cyber Security Centre to strengthen its role in relation to the 

protection of Government networks and critical infrastructure. 

 

Expenditure on the Communications programme to the end of June 

was €11.4 million, representing 66% of profiled expenditure. 
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Programme B – Broadcasting (Minister Denis Naughten) 

The purpose of Programme B is to support and promote the 

broadcasting sector by ensuring high quality output by the State 

Broadcasting Companies and promoting a diverse and plural media 

sector.  The total estimate for 2018 is €255 million.  

 

RTÉ and TG4 are funded through a mix of commercial revenues 

obtained largely from advertising, Exchequer grant payments and 

licence fee revenues. 

 

Broadcasting licensing fee receipts are estimated €222 million in 

2018. The Broadcasting programme provides for €190.7 million in TV 

Licence fee receipts to RTÉ to enable the company to meet its 

statutory obligations as a national Public Service Broadcaster.  In 

addition, the programme provides €4.2 million in TV Licence fee 

receipts and €31.5 million in grant payments to TG4 to produce a 

comprehensive range of programming in the Irish Language. 

 

Programme B also funds new Irish television and radio programmes 

through the Broadcasting Fund, operated by the Broadcasting 

Authority of Ireland.  The Fund receives 7% of the net television 

licence fee receipts, which amounts to €14.7 million in 2018. 
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Expenditure on the Broadcasting programme to the end of June was 

€124.6 million, representing 99% of profiled expenditure. 
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Programme C – Energy (Minister Denis Naughten) 

 

The focus of Programme C is the delivery of key elements of 

Government’s energy policy in the transition to a low-carbon, 

climate-resilient economy, with a clear focus on energy efficiency 

measures across the residential, public and business sectors. Funding 

of €161 million under this Programme represents a step change in 

investment to tackle the climate challenge in the built environment, 

in line with the Government’s National Mitigation Plan.  

 

The programme provides €10.8 million to cover the operational costs 

of the Sustainable Energy Authority of Ireland, and includes a 

significantly increased allocation of over €134 million in funding for 

sustainable energy programmes.  These include: 

 

 the Better Energy Homes scheme for homeowners investing in 

energy efficiency upgrades;  

 the Better Energy Warmer Homes scheme which  deliver a 

range of energy efficiency measures free of charge to low 

income households; 

 the Better Energy Communities scheme to encourage 

community-based partnerships to improve the energy 

efficiency of public and community buildings and energy poor 

homes; 
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 targeted interventions in the commercial and public sectors to 

deliver significant energy savings, while reducing Ireland’s 

dependence on imported fossil fuels.   

 

The overall Energy programme also provides funding to incentivise 

the purchase of electrical vehicles, along with investment in applied 

energy research, development and demonstration projects, including 

ocean energy to diversify away from fossil fuels.  

 

Expenditure on the Energy programme to the end of June was €49.8 

million, representing 93% of profiled expenditure. 
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Programme D - Natural Resources (Minister Seán Kyne) 

The aim of Programme D is to manage Ireland’s mineral, 

hydrocarbon and other geological resources in a sustainable and 

productive manner.  Funding of €26.7 million under this Programme 

allows my Department to provide reliable geoscience support for 

environmental protection and the sustainable development of 

Ireland’s natural resources.   

 

The Programme provides funding of €3.7 million for mining services, 

including €1.4 million for remediation works at historic mining sites 

at Avoca and Silvermines. 

 

It also includes an allocation of some €12 million for Geological 

Survey of Ireland services, including €8 million for the Tellus and 

INFOMAR mapping projects.  

 

The INFOMAR project is Ireland's national seabed survey and is 

managed by the Geological Survey of Ireland in co-operation with 

the Marine Institute.  

 

The Tellus project consists of airplane mounted geophysical 

measurements and ground geochemical sampling.  Data from the 

project will allow for improvement in geological maps, new radon 
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mapping and agricultural mineral maps.  This data will also facilitate 

better land use planning and research. Under the Geological Survey 

Ireland’s Groundwater programme, ongoing monitoring will provide 

key data relating to Turlough flooding to OPW and the Local 

Authorities. 

 

Expenditure on the National Resources programme to the end of 

June was €7.2 million, representing 66% of profiled expenditure. 
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Programme E – Inland Fisheries (Minister Seán Kyne) 

 

Programme E provides grant aid of some €33 million to Inland 

Fisheries Ireland, which is responsible for the conservation, 

management and regulation of Ireland’s inland fishery resource.  

 

The Inland Fisheries programme includes an allocation of just under 

€18.8 million towards the staff costs of Inland Fisheries Ireland and 

the Loughs Agency which is a North/South body and is co-funded by 

my Department and Northern Ireland's Department of Agriculture, 

Environment and Rural Affairs.  Also included in the Programme is 

€14.3 million for non-pay current and capital expenditure by the two 

agencies. 

 

The 2018 grant allows Inland Fisheries Ireland to continue to deliver 

on its licensing, permitting and enforcement responsibilities, along 

with the rehabilitation of our rivers and streams.  The delivery of a 

wide-ranging set of investments, innovations and promotions under 

the National Strategy for Angling Development will ensure that 

Ireland’s fish stocks and angling infrastructure are protected and 

enhanced for both their economic value and their recreational 

benefit to the communities and visitors they serve across Ireland. 

 



13 
 

Expenditure on the Inland Fisheries programme to the end of June 

was €13 million, representing 97% of profiled expenditure. 
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Programme F – Environment and Waste Management (Minister 

Denis Naughten) 

The purpose of Programme F is to promote the protection of our 

natural environment, the health and well-being of our citizens and 

the transition to a resource-efficient circular economy, in support of 

ecologically sustainable development, growth and jobs. The total 

estimate for 2018 is €68.7 million. 

 

The Environment and Waste Management Programme includes an 

allocation of €37.4 million towards staff costs, operational and 

capital costs of the Environmental Protection Agency to allow it meet 

its legislative mandate and deliver its research commitments, in 

areas such as air quality, as well as the broader climate change 

agenda.   

 

The Programme includes €11 million grant funding for the 

remediation of environmentally-degraded landfill sites. A national 

waste campaign targeted at Household Waste Collection, Illegal 

Dumping, End of Life Vehicles and Tyres is supporting awareness of 

the necessity to minimise waste and increase recycling. 

 

The Programme also funds activities in the climate area, including 

technical research and modelling to inform mitigation policy 
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measures, international climate change obligations, as well as the 

establishment of Local Authority Regional Climate Action Offices 

focussed on sectoral adaptation. 

 

Expenditure on the Environment and Waste Management 

programme to the end of June was €29.2 million, representing 112% 

of profiled expenditure. 
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Appropriations-in-Aid (Minister Denis Naughten) 

Appropriations-in-Aid are income receipts into my Department other 

than from the Exchequer.  The vast majority of receipts (€222 million 

of a total of €238 million) are a pass through of the TV licence fees to 

RTÉ, TG4 and the BAI, along with a collection fee to An Post. 

 

The balance of the receipts comprises €8.8 million in mining and 

petroleum income, some €4.8 million in pension levy and pension 

contributions relating to my Department and agencies, and the 

remainder in other miscellaneous income.   

Appropriations-in-Aid receipts to the end of June were €110.2 

million, representing 97% of profile. 
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Environment Fund (Minister Denis Naughten) 

The Environment Fund was established by the Waste Management 

(Amendment) Act 2001 and comprises revenue generated from 

levies that were introduced in respect of plastic bags (currently 22 

cent) and waste sent to landfill sites (currently €75/tonne). 

 

The Fund supports activities and schemes to reduce waste and to 

promote environmental protection and awareness.  I have approved 

allocations, totalling some €50.5 million from the Environment Fund 

for 2018, for such measures as the National Waste Prevention 

Programme, enforcement initiatives relating to waste management, 

litter prevention and environmental awareness activities.  

 

In 2017, income amounted to almost €50 million but revenue is set 

to fall substantially this year. This is due to landfill capacity 

constraints, the Thermal Treatment plant at Poolbeg, and the new 

household waste collection regime which should lead to a reduction 

in the overall quantity of waste that households produce.  Revenue 

from the Plastic Bag Levy continues to trend downwards.  

 

The decline in levy revenues demonstrates the successful impact of 

the levies in modifying consumer behaviour to the benefit of 

environment.  


