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Executive summary  
 

We fully support the RESS program for the future development of utility scale solar in 

Ireland which is necessary to meet our emission targets for 2020 and 2030 and reduce 

Irelands dependence on imported fossil fuels.  

Our submission is about regional development, the creation of long term highly skilled 

sustainable jobs. Involving the entire community in renewable energy generation. (White 

Paper 2015). 

 

Concerns. 

 We are concerned about the delay in the roll out of a SUPPORT SYSTEM for all forms 

of Solar PV. 

 We believe that the current proposal before the committee to limit the RESS to 

Utility sale projects is seriously flawed. 

 Distributed solar (Roof Top) solar represents 1/3 of all Solar PV worldwide. In 

Ireland’s case this will represent 600 MW and in future 800 MW. 

Deadline. 

 Ireland has a 2020 deadline to meet the first stage of its target for the reduction of 

CO2 emission. 

 We believe that it is possible to meet this target in the next two years and avoid 

paying the EU fines which will be ongoing to2030.  

 Inaction is not an option for the next two years while we are waiting on the EU 

approval for supports and the build out of utility scale solar projects.  

Action. 

 There is an opportunity for the Committee to recommend the launch an incentive 

scheme for Roof Top Solar (Distributed Solar) to up to 1MW for individual projects 

and for the scheme to commence early in 2018  within EU State Aid guidelines. 
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 Our submission will enable Ireland to make a big step in meeting its 2020 emission 

reduction target. 

 Social acceptance and understanding of Solar PV is very important. The roll out of 

Small medium and large roof top Solar projects will offer all electricity customers the 

opportunity to invest in and participate in Solar PV projects. 

Result 

 Our submission will lead to the creation of 7000 highly skilled permanent jobs.  

 Increase the competitiveness of Irish business and farmers in the face of BREXIT. 

 Reduce energy poverty. 

 Distribute the economic benefits of a RESS program throughout Ireland. 

 Create a source of income for communities. 

 Reduce the running costs of Schools, sports clubs, community buildings and all public 

buildings.  

 Create a ‘Clean Tech Industry ‘ with the potential for 8000 jobs in a projected Irish 

market size of Euros 341 M in 2030 ( SEAI Report) 

 

Recent Statements: 

 Irish Times 4th June 2018. An Taoiseach.Leo Varadkar. 

“I would rather spend money now on meeting our commitments than on fines from 

2020 onwards.” 

 Minister Denis Naughten. Says he is Committed to finding the correct mechanism for 

developing small scale microgeneration in Ireland. 

 

 

 

 


