
Opening statement to the Dail committee on Communications, Climate Action & 
Environment 

 Madame Chairman, members of the committee. The Irish Electric Vehicle  Owners Association, 
welcomes this opportunity to meet with the committee and present its views on Electric Vehicles 
and their clear role in decarbonising transport in Ireland.

  

The Irish Electric Vehicle Electric Vehicles Owners Association is the only organised body 
in the Republic of Ireland which represents electric vehicle owners of all types including 
pure Battery Electric vehicles,( BEV)  Hybrids (HEV)and plug-ins hybrids.( PHEV) . It was 
formed in  March 2015

We have in excess of 200 directly registered  members and a Facebook page with over 
900 members.

We are primarily an advocacy group promoting  the adoption of EVs, in particular BEVs , 
the creation and maintenance of a suitable charging infrastructure, and we seek to 
influence public policy to grow EV penetration in Ireland

We organise a number of events to promote electric vehicles, these include social events 
to bring members together,  rallies to to encourage greater use of electric vehicles  other 
events and education to promote  EV awareness.

The governance of the IEVOA consists of a total  of 11  elected members, of which 5 are 
officers and the balance comprise a committee. 

The role and importance of EVs in transport policy 

Given Irelands desire to meet its climate change obligations and the important part that 
transport plays in emissions, it's clear that Ireland needs to aggressively promote and 
encourage Electric Vehicles , especially Battery Electric Vehicles 

With just over 2000 EVs on the states roads, it clear we have a hill to climb to reach, the 
new stated short term  target of 20,000 vehicles. Hence the need to consolidate existing 
incentives and consider new approaches to promote adoption.

Incentives to encourage EV adoption

The Association believes that incentives are clearly necessary to encourage the growth of 
electric vehicle usage in Ireland.  Current incentives that encourage the purchase of EVs 
are reasonable, however a key  decider, with the current EV purchaser, is low running 
costs.The Association  believes that the current running cost  incentives need to form part 
of the states policy on the adoption of EVs, in particular current incentives such as free or 
low cost charging should be guaranteed for a defined period (5 years or 20,000 EVs ) and 
further incentives, similarly time limit limited, should be considered, including zero motor 
tax, no motorway tolls and state wide free parking while charging in public car parks. 

The Association advocates for full implementation of Statutory Instrument 325, which 
allows local authorities to designate dedicated EV charging spaces on streets and in public 



car parks. Countrywide  implementation, along with adequate signage and road markings, 
is required yet LAs to date have been slow to implement this. 

Consideration should be given to a reduction in BIK for company EVs and grant aid to 
encourage the installation of chargers in business premises.

 In Norway , where the most effective conversion to EVs took place, its notable that all 
purchase taxes, including VAT,  on EVs was removed,  for a defined period. Consideration, 
within the limits of fiscal prudence, should be given to removing all purchase taxes for a 
limited period in Ireland 

Current public charging infrastructure 

The Association strongly believes that the current public charger network while adequate 
for the initial requirements it  is far from complete. In particular chargers are placed in 
wrong locations  or are a single point of failure (i.e. there is only one charger per location). 

In particular the Association feels that the charger network should be looked on as a 
national strategic asset to aid the adoption of EVs. Ireland has a unique position, where 
the charging network has been installed  effectively by the state and is run as a single 
entity. This contrasts with installations elsewhere where are plethora  of differing 
standards, and pricing regimes, necessitates multiple smartcards and promotes user 
inconvenience. 

The Association feels that the commercialisation of the current charger network should 
take place at the appropriate time. That time is when significant numbers of electric 
vehicles are on the states roads. In the meantime, as a strategic asset to aid the adoption 
of electric vehicles, the network should remain under the control of the state and in 
particular should be placed in the regulated asset base,  effectively under the control of the 
CER.  The Association does not support the unregulated transfer of the charging network 
to the ESB, nor attempts by the ESB to prematurely  commercialise the network. Current 
subsidies including free charging , that should continue or at least heavily subsidised 
pricing of public charging should be used in the medium term to promote EV adoption. 

It is imperative that the state expand the charging network to encourage the growth of 
electric vehicles, especially in areas where commercial development is unlikely due to 
population density or spatial reasons. In addition, the current network may actually not be 
configured to suit future electric vehicles and there for investment will be needed to modify 
the network as charging trends, technology  and usage patterns become clearer.

Private charging infrastructure 

The Association encourages the installation of private chargers, particularly home charging 
and destination charging, including chargers at places  of work, shops, airports , hotels etc. 
The current program of free home carders is to be welcomed, but needs to be put on a 
permanent basis for the medium term, to encourage stability and medium -term planning 
for potential EV purchasers,  “ ad-hoc” schemes of unpredictable duration, do not 
encourage early EV adoption 

The Association believes  a range of incentives  are needed to encourage workplace 
charging and other destination charging situations. The state should lead by example in its 
own offices and workplaces. 



Ireland and EV adoption .

The future is clear, battery electric vehicles offer the only practical alternative to the 
internal combustion engine. Ireland is uniquely placed to participate in the electric vehicle 
revolution, being relatively small in size and an island. It's temperate climate suits current 
battery technology and the typical electric car is a size  that suits many Irish purchasers.

A dynamic, forceful and clear policy by the state to encourage the purchase, use and 
growth of the electric vehicle would be a major step forward. Leaving the program to a 
series of ad hoc projects, uncertain commercial operations, and an overall lack of strategic 
planning could endanger the whole project. Incentive programs can be targeted and time-
limited and it is easy to measure the success of the electric vehicle.

 A well targeted and time specific programme of incentives gives EV purchasers stability in 
predicting running costs 

EV technology will continue to improve, longer range cars, with 350 km ranges and greater  
are on the immediate horizon with greater model choice and price ranges.   The current 
early adopters  are blazing a trail. With the proper investment and strategic foresight EVs 
can and will become mainstream in Ireland with clear an quantifiable benefits for the 
climate change agenda. 

Thank you very much 


