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Ladies and gentlemen, 

 

It is a great pleasure to be with you in Dublin 

today. Thank you for inviting me. 

 

Ireland is digitally well advanced compared with 

the rest of Europe.  

 

The Commission's Digital Economy and Society 

Index puts it in 8th place of the 28 Member States. 

This is based on criteria like internet use, 

connectivity and integration of digital technology. 

 

But although Ireland is performing better than the 

EU average, it is improving at a slower rate than 

the EU as a whole.  

So while there has been good progress, it is not a 

time to get complacent.  

 

The momentum for going digital should be kept 

up. 
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The same applies to the European Commission and 

what we are doing to build a connected Digital 

Single Market in Europe.  

 

The tangible advantages of going digital can 

already be felt.  

 

Just take roaming surcharges.  

The plan is for these to end for good in mid-June 

2017.  

I hear that in many parts of Europe the number of 

mobile internet users rose dramatically over the 

summer, since prices have already fallen by 75 %.  

 

This is good news for everyone in Europe. 

 

I would like to use the short time that we have 

today to outline what is happening with the DSM 

project.  

This is a top priority for this European 

Commission - as I know it is for the Irish 

government, given its potential contribution to 

sustaining economic growth. 

 

This year is very much one of 'getting things done' 

on digital.  
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We have presented several major DSM initiatives 

already.  

The remainder will be finalised by the end of 2016.  

 

Without going through the full list in detail, I will 

mention the main proposals. 

 

In the spring, we published a blueprint for turning 

EU industry digital and attracting more investment 

into the sector.  

 

This package of proposals addresses how to boost 

innovation in new growth areas: the data economy, 

Internet of Things and high-performance cloud 

computing.  

It also focuses on promoting common standards 

and e-government services. 

 

Then the focus turned to e-commerce: how best to 

develop its untapped potential and to expand, 

particularly across EU country borders. 

The idea is to open up the e-commerce market to 

make it truly pan-European: fair conditions for 

consumers and business across our internal 

borders. 
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No unjustified discrimination against online buyers 

based on their location or nationality. This will 

also be good for businesses, who can then sell to 

customers in every EU market.  

 

We aim to abolish unjustified geo-blocking on the 

same occasion that we say goodbye to roaming 

charges, as I mentioned earlier.  

 

So, next year will bring bumper benefits for 

consumers - three times over, in fact, because 2017 

is also when we want cross-border portability of 

online content to become a reality.  

 

Then, people who subscribe to online content 

services in one EU country – for books, music, 

games, films, drama, sport – will be able to use 

those services when they are travelling in another 

country. 

 

Lastly, next week we will present two major 

initiatives for reviewing the EU's telecoms rules 

and modernising copyright rules.  
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On copyright, we want to double the amount of 

content available across borders, get rid of barriers 

to innovation and make sure artists and creators are 

paid fairly.  

 

These two initiatives will be followed later in the 

autumn by an initiative on free flow of data. 

 

Ladies and gentlemen, 

 

I believe that Ireland is well placed to make the 

most of the opportunities that a fully functioning 

DSM can offer, especially given the presence here 

of global ICT companies as well as a vibrant start-

up community.  

 

There are already some interesting developments 

in Ireland in the context of the DSM. Since time is 

short, I will just give you two examples. 

 

The first is e-government.  

In Ireland, the use of ICT to transform public 

services has been high on the government 

modernisation agenda for two decades.  

So Ireland is already ahead of the game in this 

area. 
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Then, connectivity.  

 

This is the focus of our forthcoming telecoms 

proposal. Its chief objective is to get high-quality 

connectivity across all corners of Europe – for 

everyone. 

 

The Irish government has ambitious targets for 

high-speed fibre access for the rural population, 

amongst the best in the world. Ireland's 

demographic also means that it is home to many 

small rural traders and one-person businesses.  

 

With Ireland's 'Connecting Communities' high-

speed broadband strategy, many small rural 

businesses, traders and entrepreneurs will be able 

to access new digital and e-commerce 

opportunities.  

 

This is also the future elsewhere in Europe and so I 

strongly support this vision. 

 

Ladies and gentlemen, 

 

The DSM will give people more access to online 

goods and services.  
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It will allow businesses and governments to make 

better use of digital tools like public e-services. 

 

It will remove the barriers that prevent Europeans 

from meeting the challenges of the growing digital 

economy - and from making the most of its 

opportunities.  

 

Thank you. 

 

 


