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1.  INTRODUCTION 

The Joint Committee on Communications, Climate Change and Environment was established 

following Orders of Dáil Éireann on the 16th of June 2016 and of Seanad Éireann on the 21st 

of July 2016.  

Dáil Standing Order 89(4) and Seanad Standing Order 75(4) require that: 

“as soon as may be following its appointment and thereafter at annual intervals, each 

Committee shall prepare a work programme and shall lay such programme before 

[Dáil / Seanad] Éireann”. 

The first meeting of the joint Committee was held on Thursday 8 September 2016. 

The Committee Title changed from Communications, Climate Change and Natural Resources 

on 7 September 2016 (Select) and 29 September 2016 (Joint). [Appendix 1] 

 

2.  ROLE OF THE SELECT COMMITTEE 

The function of the Select Committee is to consider Bills, Estimates and other business 

referred to it by Dáil Éireann which relate to the Department of Communications, Climate 

Action and the Environment and such aspects of the expenditure, administration and policy 

of a Government Department or Departments and associated public bodies as the 

Committee may select [SO 84A(1)(a)].   

The Orders of Reference are set out at Appendix1. 

 

2.1.  LEGISLATION (BILLS)  

The following Bills were referred to the committee 2017/2018 

 General Scheme of Broadcasting Amendment Bill, 2017 

 Waste Reduction Bill [PMB] 

 Online Advertising and Social Media (Transparency) Bill 2017 [PMB] 

 Petroleum and Other Minerals Development (Amendment) (Climate Emergency 

Measures) Bill 2018 
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2.2.  ESTIMATES AND OTHER FINANCIAL MATTERS 

Select Committees are tasked with consideration of Annual Estimates for Public Services that 

fall within their remit.  The Estimates represent the Ministers’ spending plans for the coming 

financial year.  

The referral of the Estimates to the Dáil Select Committee for examination offers Members a 

valuable opportunity to question the Minister for Communications, Climate Action and 

Environment on financial allocations and associated output targets for the coming year.  A 

Supplementary Estimate may be considered in December 2018 if additional monies are 

required by the relevant Government Department. 

Note: the Dáil Select Committee is required to consider the Estimates but it is not 

empowered to make amendments.  

 

As part of the introduction of a new system in which the Estimates have been presented 

under the Comprehensive Expenditure Review Report published in November 2011, it is the 

Committee’s intention to focus on what the Department has committed to achieving, how 

monies are allocated between services in addition to explore the policy issues underpinning 

the various spending provisions as well as to consider these matters as fully as possible.  

The proposed approach presents Departmental Estimates on a Strategic Programme basis, 

which is consistent with the presentation of the respective Annual Output Statements and 

Statements of Strategy. These Estimates have been supplemented with Certain performance 

information regarding the outputs and impacts of Programme expenditure. 

In addition, the examination of the Annual Output Statements (AOS) and Value for Money 

(VFM) Reviews is another important of scrutinising Government expenditure. 

 

2.3.  FINANCIAL SCRUTINY 

In keeping with a whole of year approach the Joint Committee will engage with the 

department (“Mid Year Review”), monitoring its performance in 2018, and any issues that 

may arise affecting the 2019 estimates. 

The Joint Committee will take account of the OECD report Review of Budget Oversight by 

Parliament: Ireland sets out a roadmap for enhanced parliamentary scrutiny of spending by 

Departments throughout the budget cycle, which will have the following elements:  

• Ex-ante scrutiny (referral of estimates to the select Committee at the beginning of 

the year); 

• Budget year scrutiny (mid year review including implications for the following year); 
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• Ex-post scrutiny (output statements, annual reports, etc.) 

For more information see OECD Review of Budget Oversight by Parliament: Ireland, Autumn 

2015. 1 

 

2.4.  REFERRALS OF MOTIONS AND OTHER MATTERS 

From time to time, matters may arise and may be referred to the Select Committee by the 

Dáil.  It is not possible to say in advance what those matters might be or when they might 

arise.   

  

                                                                 
1
 https://www.oecd.org/ireland/review-of-budget-oversight-by-parliament-ireland.htm  

https://www.oecd.org/ireland/review-of-budget-oversight-by-parliament-ireland.htm
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3.  ROLE OF THE JOINT COMMITTEE 

The duties of the Joint Committee are discharged in two ways: 

(1) items of business referred to the Committee by one or both Houses of the 

Oireachtas. 

or 

(2) the Committee may select business for consideration itself, from the areas within 

its orders of reference.  

Functions of the Joint Committee are set out at Appendix 2. 

In practice, the Joint Committee’s core work has comprised EU business and key policy and 

governance priorities.   

Membership of the Joint Committee is set out at Appendix 3. 

 

3.1.  EU BUSINESS 

3.1.1.  SCRUTINY OF EU LEGISLATIVE PROPOSALS 

The scrutiny of draft EU legislative proposals will continue to be a standing agenda item of 

the Joint Committee.  Draft proposals will be brought to the attention of the Joint Committee 

by setting out priority (Schedule A) and non-priority (Schedule B) items.   

The Joint Committee will consider all proposals as they arise during the period covered by 

this Work Programme.  

3.1.2.  ENGAGEMENT WITH MINISTERS 

Ministers of the Government attend EU Council meetings in their relevant policy areas and it 

is intended that the Joint Committee will invite the Minister for Communications, Climate 

Action and the Environment from time to time to give oral briefings in advance of his 

attendance at the Transport, Telecommunications, Energy and Environment Council 

meetings or in the case of his attendance following such meetings.  The Minister may also 

attend the Informal meeting of Environment Ministers and the Informal Meeting of Energy 

Ministers (both occur during the presidency)  

3.1.3.  ENGAGEMENT ON THE STATUTORY DEPARTMENTAL SCRUTINY 

REPORT 

There is a requirement under S.2(5) of the European Union (Scrutiny) Act 2002 for Ministers 

to report twice yearly to both Houses on the measures, proposed measures and other 

developments in relation to the European Communities and the European Union in relation 
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to which he/she performs functions. The Joint Committee can consider these reports with 

the Secretary-General of the Department. 

 

3.1.4.  ENGAGEMENT WITH EUROPEAN BODIES 

The Committee will continue to further its engagement with European bodies such as the EU 

Commission and the EU Parliament and its Committees during 2018 and 2019, including 

delegation visits where appropriate. 

 

3.2.  KEY POLICY PRIORITIES 

The Joint Committee is empowered to consider such other policy issues as it may select 

within its terms of reference.   

In the year to the end of December 2018, in addition to core business such as legislation 

etc., it may be possible to focus on a number of topics within the remit of the Department, 

with the aim of producing well-researched report(s) to the Houses. 

The following are the key policy issues identified by the Joint Committee which it may 

propose to examine in detail if resources permit during 2018. 

 National Mitigation Plan. 

 National Broadband Plan. 

 To open up the national power grid to community and non profit, renewable energy 

providers. 

 Waste Policy and Incineration. 

 The development of a National Land-use Plan for Decarbonisation including  

o The Future use of Bog-land in relation to renewable agency.  

o The future of peat-fired power plants and Money Point in regard to 

decarbonisation. 

 Cyber Security. 

 Consideration of the recommendations and observations listed in the OECD Peer 

Report on the Commission for Regulation of Utilities (CRU). 
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3.2.1.  PRIORITY TOPICS FOR CONSIDERATION 

The Joint Committee will prioritise the following issues for the remainder of this year. The 

Committee will also continue to exercise its oversight role over bodies under its aegis. 

3.2.1.1. POLICY MATTERS 

1) Decarbonising Transport – the key role of alternative fuels and technologies, including 

Electric Cars. 

2) Waste Policy and Incineration. 

3) Policy discussion on Future Exploration, Energy Supply and Energy Security, (this was 

suggested by the Minister of State during his appearance before the Committee in 

2017). 

3.2.2.  OVERSIGHT MATTERS 

3.2.2.1. OVERSIGHT OF REGULATORS (ANNUAL) 

a) Review of ComReg’s Strategy. 

b) Review of Broadcasting Authority of Ireland’s (BAI) Strategy. 

c) Review of Commission for Regulation of Utilities (CRU) Strategy. 

d) Parliamentary oversight of Regulators (best practice). 

3.2.2.2. OVERSIGHT OF THE DEPARTMENT 

a) Mid year review of expenditure. 

b) Review of Strategy. 

c) Annual Output Statement. 

 

3.2.3.  OTHER TOPICS 

3.2.3.1. INLAND FISHERIES  

 

Inland Fisheries Ireland - Review of Strategy. 

Loughs Agency – Review of Strategy. 

3.2.3.2. ENVIRONMENT 

3.2.3.2.1. Review of EPA’s Strategy. 

3.2.3.2.2. Waste Policy. Review of Strategy. 
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3.2.3.3. CLIMATE ACTION/ENERGY TO INCLUDE: 

3.2.3.3.1. Review of Regulators’ Strategies. 

3.2.3.3.2. National Mitigation Plan. 

3.2.3.3.3. Ireland’s emissions targets as set by the European Union 

in the context of the Paris Agreement. 

3.2.3.3.4. Development of offshore wind. 

3.2.3.3.5. Expansion of solar power. 

3.2.3.3.6. Deep retrofitting of buildings. 

3.2.3.3.7. To open up the national power grid to community and non 

profit, renewable energy providers.  

 

3.3 PRE-LEGISLATIVE SCRUTINY OF GOVERNMENT BILLS 

In addition to this core work, the Joint Committee is also empowered to consider the 

examination of the general scheme or draft heads of Bills and to consider any post-

enactment report on any Bill enacted in the previous 12 months by the Houses of the 

Oireachtas in respect of the Department.   

Officials in the department of communications, climate action and environment have 

confirmed that the following Bills are due to be published in 2018  

 Digital Hub Development Agency (Dissolution Bill) 2016. 

Draft Heads of Bill are expected to be presented to Government in Q2 2018. 

 Broadcasting (Amendment) Bill 2016.  

PLS hearings held on 11/07/17 and 3/10/17 Joint Committee Report presented to 

Minister February 2018. 

 Aarhus Bill 2017.  

Heads being drafted with the aim to obtaining Government approval in Q2 2018 

followed by Pre Legislative Scrutiny. 

 Cyber Security Bill 2017.  

Heads of Bill are expected in Q3-Q4 of 2018. Priority is currently being given to the 

drafting of secondary legislation which will facilitate the transposition of the Network 

and Information Security Directive. 

 Telecommunications Services (Galway Mayo) Bill 2017.  

The title of this Bill has changed and is now called the Telecommunications Services 

(Ducting and Cables) Bill 2017. JOC advised 10 October 2017 Pre Legislative Scrutiny 
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will not be undertaken.  The Bill has been published and circulated to Senators and 

Deputies on 5th February.  The Bill will commence in Seanad on 14th February.  

 Inland Fisheries (Consolidation) Bill.  

Draft General Scheme of Bill is being prepared.   

 Foyle Fisheries (Amendment) Bill.   

The Drafting of this Bill has been ppostponed due to implications arising from the UK 

Referendum and other concerns on the Northern side. 

 Geothermal Energy Development Bill.   

Drafting of the Bill with the Office of the Parliamentary Counsel is ongoing.  

 Radiological Protection (Amendment) Bill. [may require PLS]  

Exemption from PLS was obtained from House Business Committee.  Draft Bill and 

Memo was sent to Government Secretariat for inclusion on agenda for Cabinet on 

Tuesday 14.2.18, seeking approval to publish. 
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1. Bills that are expected to undergo Pre-Legislative Scrutiny Spring/Summer 

Session 20182
 

Title of Bill Purpose of Bill 
Expected Date of Pre-Legislative 

Scrutiny 

Broadcasting 

(Amendment) Bill 2017 

To amend the Broadcasting Act 

2009 

Heads approved 9th May 2017 and 

referred to the Committee. 

PLS 11th July & 3rd Oct 2017. 

PLS to be finalised early 2018. 

National Broadband Plan 

(Access to Infrastructure) 

Bill 

To provide terms and conditions 

for access to critical physical 

infrastructure for purposes of the 

National Broadband Plan 

Heads in preparation. 

PLS still to be determined 

 

2. Priority Legislation for PUBLICATION-Spring/Summer Session 2018
3
 

Title of Bill Purpose of Bill 

Date Pre-Legislative 

Scrutiny (PLS) took place 

/ Expected Date of Pre-

Legislative Scrutiny 

Broadcasting 

(Amendment) Bill 

To amend the Broadcasting Act 

2009 

Heads approved 9th May 

2017 and referred to the 

Committee. 

PLS 11th July & 3rd Oct 

2017.  PLS to be finalised 

early 2018. 

National Broadband 

Plan (Access to 

Infrastructure) Bill 

To provide terms and conditions 

for access to critical physical 

infrastructure for purposes of the 

National Broadband Plan 

Heads in preparation, PLS 

still to be determined 

Radiological 

Protection 

(Amendment) Bill 

To complete the transfer of 

radiological related issues to the 

Minister. 

Heads approved 11th 

April 2017 

No PLS required 

Telecommunications 
Services (Galway Mayo) 
Bill 

To provide for the assignment to and 
the acquisition by the Minister of 
certain rights to land along the Mayo 
Galway Pipeline for 
telecommunication services 

Heads approved on 13th July 
2016 

Committee decided that PLS is 
not required 

                                                                 
2
 Information supplied by the Whips Office on 7 February 2018, subject to change during 2018 

3
 Information supplied by the Whips Office on 7 February 2018, subject to change during 2018 
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All Other Legislation -Spring/Summer Session 2018
4
 

Title of Bill Purpose of Bill Status of Bill 

Aarhus Bill 

To update certain provisions further to 

Ireland's transposition of the Aarhus 

Convention on Access to Information, 

Public Participation in Decision-making 

and Access to Justice 

Work is underway 

Access to Central 

Treasury Funds 

(National Oil Reserves 

Agency) Bill 

To amend the NTMA Act 2000 to include 

the National Oil Reserves Agency 

(NORA) among the statutory bodies to 

whom the NTMA may provide treasury 

services, including loans and deposits 

Work is underway 

Communications 

Management (Agency) 

Bill 

To provide for a single entity to manage 

the State's commercial communications 

contracts including the National 

Broadband Plan Contract(s), act as a 

centre of expertise in relation to the 

State's commercial activities in 

communications and undertake 

additional functions in relation to 

implementation of policy 

Heads in preparation, 

PLS still to be 

determined 

Communications 

Regulation 

(Amendment) Bill 

To confer certain additional powers on 

the Commission for Communications 

Regulation in connection with the 

National Broadband Plan 

Draft Heads in 

preparation 

Cyber Security Bill 
To provide general powers to the 

Minister in respect of Cyber Security 

Preliminary work is 

underway 

Digital Hub 

Development Agency 

(Dissolution) Bill 

To dissolve the DHDA, repeal the DHDA 

Act 2003, and to give effect to the 

merger between the DHDA and Dublin 

City Council 

Draft Heads in 

preparation 

Geothermal Energy 

Development Bill 

To provide a legislative framework for 

the vesting, licensing and regulation of 

the development of geothermal energy 

Heads approved and 

drafting is continuing 

Inland Fisheries 

(Consolidation) Bill 

To modernise and consolidate existing 

provisions of legislation governing the 

inland fisheries sector 

Draft heads are in 

preparation 

 

                                                                 
4
 Information supplied by the Whips Office on 7 February 2018, subject to change during 2018 
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3.3.  DETAILED SCRUTINY OF PRIVATE MEMBERS BILLS 

The Joint Committee is also empowered to scrutinise and report to the Dáil on any Private 

Members’ Bills referred to it, prior to Committee stage consideration by the Select 

Committee.  The Dáil referred the following Bills to the Committee:  

1. Waste Reduction Bill 2017 [PMB] was referred to the Committee on 11 July 2017.   

2. Online Advertising and Social Media (Transparency) Bill 2017 [PMB] was referred to 

the Committee on 14 December 2017. 

3. Petroleum and Other Minerals Development (Amendment) (Climate Emergency 

Measures) Bill 2018 was referred to the Committee on 8 February 2018. 

The Government Legislative Programme makes provision for the publication of a number of 

Bills.  Ministers are now required, except in exceptional circumstances, to bring the general 

scheme of draft heads of a Bill to a Select Committee for consideration. Committees are 

empowered to consider the draft heads of Bills.  

The Committee will examine all referrals by the Minister of Communications, Climate Action 

and the Environment on a case by case basis and will carry out pre-legislative scrutiny on all 

Bills where it deems necessary.  

 

3.4.  STATUTORY INSTRUMENTS 

Statutory instruments may be referred to the joint Committee for consideration by the 

Houses of the Oireachtas. [SO 85(4A)] 

The Joint Committee will examine all statutory instruments referred to the Committee. 

 

3.5.  ENGAGEMENT WITH CHAIRPERSON DESIGNATES 

The Joint Committee is also empowered to engage with the Chairpersons designate of a 

body or agency under the aegis of the Department of Communications, Climate Actions and 

Environment, prior to their nomination for appointment, to discuss their strategic priorities 

for the role.  Agencies under the aegis of the Department are set out at Appendix 2.  The 

Department have not indicated any upcoming appointments at this time. 

Reference to this arrangement is also made in the Department of Public Expenditure and 

Reform Guidelines on Appointments to State Boards of November 2014.   

http://www.google.ie/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=1&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjlms6ut5fTAhWlAMAKHVUwByAQFggbMAA&url=http%3A%2F%2Fper.gov.ie%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2FGuidelines-on-Appointments-to-State-Boards.pdf&usg=AFQjCNGA9w28NZtGVEp50dCoTvSw8Q6DLg
http://www.google.ie/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=1&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjlms6ut5fTAhWlAMAKHVUwByAQFggbMAA&url=http%3A%2F%2Fper.gov.ie%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2FGuidelines-on-Appointments-to-State-Boards.pdf&usg=AFQjCNGA9w28NZtGVEp50dCoTvSw8Q6DLg
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The 2016 Programme for Government suggests that nominees for Chairs of State Boards will 

be required to have their nominations ratified by the relevant Oireachtas Committee prior to 

their appointment.  

This is also covered by Dáil Standing orders: 

Powers of Select Committees. 

85. Without prejudice to the generality of Standing Order 84, the Dáil may confer any 

or all of the following powers on a Select Committee: … 

(6B) power to require that the Chairperson designate of a body or agency under the 

aegis of a Department shall, prior to his or her appointment, attend before the Select 

Committee to discuss his or her strategic priorities for the role;  

The Committee will continue to engage with Chairmen designate as necessary. 

 

3.6.  NOMINATION OF MEMBERS OF CERTAIN STATE BOARDS 

The Joint Committee has a role in proposing members of the boards of certain bodies for 

nomination by the Minister for appointment by the Government in accordance with two Acts 

of the Oireachtas. 

 

Broadcasting Act 2009 

Under the Broadcasting Act 2009, the joint Committee has a role in proposing members of 

the board (including a panel) for nomination by the Minister for appointment by the 

Government of the following bodies: 

 Broadcasting Authority of Ireland (4 of 9 members); 

 RTÉ (4 of 12 members); 

 TG4 (4 of 12 members)5. 

The Act also provides that the director general shall attend a meeting of the Committee to 

give an account of the general administration of their corporation, and the chairman shall 

attend a meeting of the Committee to represent the board of their corporation. 

The joint Committee will propose a member(s) of the board for nomination by the Minister 

for appointment by the Government, as required. 

The joint Committee ran a competition and proposed Mr. Eoin Mc Vey to be nominated by 

the Minister and appointed by the Government to the board of RTÉ. 

                                                                 

5
 The Joint Committee on the Irish Language, Gaeltacht and the Islands may have a role in relation to TG4. 

http://www.oireachtas.ie/documents/bills28/acts/2009/a1809.pdf
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Inland Fisheries Act 2010 

Under the Inland Fisheries Act 2010, the Committee has a role in proposing members of the 

board (including a panel) for nomination by the Minister for appointment by the Government 

of Inland Fisheries Ireland (IFI) (3 of 9 members). 

The Act also provides that the chief executive (or chairperson or an employee) shall attend a 

meeting of the Oireachtas Committee. 

The joint Committee will propose a member(s) of the board for nomination by the Minister 

for appointment by the Government, as required. 

 

3.7.  OVERSIGHT OF REGULATORY BODIES 

Statutory functions of the Joint Committee on Communications, Climate Action and 

Environment include oversight function of certain regulatory bodies including  

 The Broadcasting Authority of Ireland (BAI);  

 The Commission for Regulation of Utilities (CRU); 

 The Commission for Energy Regulation (ComReg).   

A full list is set out at Appendix 2. 

  

http://www.oireachtas.ie/documents/bills28/acts/2010/a1010.pdf


Work Programme 

Joint Committee on Communications, Climate Action and Environment 

Joint Committee on Communications, Climate Action and Environment 

 

4.  AGREEMENT OF WORK PROGRAMME 

This Work Programme for 2018 of the Joint Committee Joint Committee on Communications, 

Climate Action and Environment was agreed by the Joint Committee at its meeting on  

27 February, 2018.  In accordance with Standing Orders of Dáil Éireann and Seanad Éireann, 

it was agreed that the Work Programme be laid before both Houses of the Oireachtas. 

 

 

 

_______________________ 

Hildegarde Naughton TD 

Caothairleach 

Chairman  

9 March, 2018 
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APPENDIX 1 - ORDERS OF REFERENCE  

FUNCTIONS OF THE SELECT COMMITTEE  

(derived from Standing Orders [DSO 84A; SSO 70A]) 

(1) The Dáil may appoint a Select Committee to consider and report to the Dáil on—  

(a) such aspects of the expenditure, administration and policy of a Government 

Department or Departments and associated public bodies as the Committee may 

select, and  

(b) European Union matters within the remit of the relevant Department or 

Departments.  

(2) A Select Committee appointed pursuant to this Standing Order may be joined with a 

Select Committee appointed by Seanad Éireann for the purposes of the functions set out 

in this Standing Order, other than at paragraph (3), and to report thereon to both 

Houses of the Oireachtas.  

(3) Without prejudice to the generality of paragraph (1), a Select Committee appointed 

pursuant to this Standing Order shall consider, in respect of the relevant Department or 

Departments, such—  

(a) Bills,  

(b) proposals contained in any motion, including any motion within the meaning of 

Standing Order 187,  

(c) Estimates for Public Services, and  

(d) other matters  

as shall be referred to the Select Committee by the Dáil, and  

(e) Annual Output Statements including performance, efficiency and effectiveness in 

the use of public moneys, and  

(f) such Value for Money and Policy Reviews as the Select Committee may select. 

 

(4) Without prejudice to the generality of paragraph (1), a Select Committee appointed 

pursuant to this Standing Order may consider the following matters in respect of the 

relevant Department or Departments and associated public bodies:  

(a) matters of policy and governance for which the Minister is officially responsible,  

(b) public affairs administered by the Department,  
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(c) policy issues arising from Value for Money and Policy Reviews conducted or 

commissioned by the Department,  

(d) Government policy and governance in respect of bodies under the aegis of the 

Department,  

(e) policy and governance issues concerning bodies which are partly or wholly funded 

by the State or which are established or appointed by a member of the Government 

or the Oireachtas,  

(f) the general scheme or draft heads of any Bill,  

(g) any post-enactment report laid before either House or both Houses by a member 

of the Government or Minister of State on any Bill enacted by the Houses of the 

Oireachtas,  

(h) statutory instruments, including those laid or laid in draft before either House or 

both Houses and those made under the European Communities Acts 1972 to 2009,  

(i) strategy statements laid before either or both Houses of the Oireachtas pursuant 

to the Public Service Management Act 1997,  

(j) annual reports or annual reports and accounts, required by law, and laid before 

either or both Houses of the Oireachtas, of the Department or bodies referred to in 

subparagraphs (d) and (e) and the overall performance and operational results, 

statements of strategy and corporate plans of such bodies, and  

(k) such other matters as may be referred to it by the Dáil from time to time. 

(5) Without prejudice to the generality of paragraph (1), a Select Committee appointed 

pursuant to this Standing Order shall consider, in respect of the relevant Department or 

Departments—  

(a) EU draft legislative acts standing referred to the Select Committee under Standing 

Order 114, including the compliance of such acts with the principle of subsidiarity,  

(b) other proposals for EU legislation and related policy issues, including programmes 

and guidelines prepared by the European Commission as a basis of possible legislative 

action,  

(c) non-legislative documents published by any EU institution in relation to EU policy 

matters, and  

(d) matters listed for consideration on the agenda for meetings of the relevant EU 

Council of Ministers and the outcome of such meetings. 
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(6) Where a Select Committee appointed pursuant to this Standing Order has been 

joined with a Select Committee appointed by Seanad Éireann, the Chairman of the Dáil 

Select Committee shall also be the Chairman of the Joint Committee. 

(7) The following may attend meetings of a Select or Joint Committee appointed 

pursuant to this Standing Order, for the purposes of the functions set out in paragraph 

(5) and may take part in proceedings without having a right to vote or to move motions 

and amendments:  

(a) members of the European Parliament elected from constituencies in Ireland, 

including Northern Ireland,  

(b) members of the Irish delegation to the Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of 

Europe, and  

(c) at the invitation of the Committee, other members of the European Parliament. 

 

(8) A Select Committee appointed pursuant to this Standing Order may, in respect of 

any Ombudsman charged with oversight of public services within the policy remit of the 

relevant Department or Departments, consider—  

(a) such motions relating to the appointment of an Ombudsman as may be referred to 

the Committee, and  

(b) such Ombudsman reports laid before either or both Houses of the Oireachtas as 

the Committee may select: Provided that the provisions of Standing Order 111F apply 

where the Select Committee has not considered the Ombudsman report, or a portion 

or portions thereof, within two months (excluding Christmas, Easter or summer recess 

periods) of the report being laid before either or both Houses of the Oireachtas. 
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ESTABLISHMENT OF SELECT COMMITTEES: DÁIL ÉIREANN THURSDAY, 16 

JUNE 2016  

Dáil Éireann Debate, Vol. 913 No. 3 

(1) That Select Committees as set out in column (1) of the Schedule hereto are hereby 

appointed pursuant to Standing Order 84A. 

(2) Each Select Committee shall perform the functions set out in Standing Order 84A in 

respect of the Government Department or Departments listed in column (2) opposite 

each Committee (in anticipation of the coming into effect of the necessary Government 

Orders in relation to names of Departments and titles of Ministers and transfer of 

Departmental Administration and Ministerial Functions).  

(3) The number of members appointed to each Select Committee shall be seven.  

(4) Each Select Committee shall have the powers defined in Standing Order 85 (1), (2) 

and (3). 

(5) Each Select Committee shall be joined with a Select Committee appointed by Seanad 

Éireann to form a Joint Committee to carry out the functions set out in Standing Order 

84A, other than at paragraph (3) thereof. 

(6) Each Joint Committee shall have the powers defined in Standing Orders 85 (other 

than paragraph (2A) thereof), 114 and 116. 

(7) The Select Committee on Justice and Equality shall have the powers defined in 

Standing Order 115(1) (b).  

(8) The Order of the Dáil of 10th March, 2016 in relation to the Standing Order 112 

Select Committee is hereby rescinded and the Committee is accordingly dissolved. 

Schedule (extract): 

Committee: Select Committee on Communications, Climate Change and Natural 

Resources  

Department: Communications, Climate Change and Natural Resources 
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SCOPE AND CONTEXT OF ACTIVITIES OF COMMITTEES  

(as derived from Standing Orders) [DSO 84; SSO 70] 

1) The Joint Committee may only consider such matters, engage in such activities, 

exercise such powers and discharge such functions as are specifically authorised 

under its orders of reference and under Standing Orders.  

2) Such matters, activities, powers and functions shall be relevant to, and shall arise 

only in the context of, the preparation of a report to the Dáil and/or Seanad. 

3) The Joint Committee shall not consider any matter which is being considered, or of 

which notice has been given of a proposal to consider, by the Committee of Public 

Accounts pursuant to Standing Order 186 and/or the Comptroller and Auditor General 

(Amendment) Act 1993. 

4) The Joint Committee shall refrain from inquiring into in public session or publishing 

confidential information regarding any matter if so requested, for stated reasons 

given in writing, by— 

a) a member of the Government or a Minister of State, or 

b) the principal office-holder of a body under the aegis of a Department or which is 

partly or wholly funded by the State or established or appointed by a member of 

the Government or by the Oireachtas: 

Provided that the Chairman may appeal any such request made to the Ceann 

Comhairle / Cathaoirleach whose decision shall be final. 

5) It shall be an instruction to all Select Committees to which Bills are referred that they 

shall ensure that not more than two Select Committees shall meet to consider a Bill 

on any given day, unless the Dáil, after due notice given by the Chairman of the 

Select Committee, waives this instruction on motion made by the Taoiseach pursuant 

to Dáil Standing Order 28. The Chairmen of Select Committees shall have 

responsibility for compliance with this instruction. 
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ESTABLISHMENT OF SELECT COMMITTEES: SEANAD ÉIREANN THURSDAY, 

21 JULY 2016 

Seanad Éireann Debate, Vol. 247 No. 5 

(1)  That Select Committees as set out in column (1) of the Schedule hereto are 

hereby appointed pursuant to Standing Order 70A. 

(2) Each Select Committee shall perform the functions set out in Standing Order 

70A in respect of the Government Departments listed in column (2) opposite 

each Committee (in anticipation of the coming into effect of the necessary 

Government Orders in relation to names of Departments and titles of Ministers 

and transfer of Departmental Administration and Ministerial Functions). 

(3)  The number of members appointed to each Select Committee shall be four. 

(4)  Each Select Committee shall have the powers defined in Standing Order 71 (1), 

(2) and (3). 

(5)  Each Select Committee shall be joined with a Select Committee appointed by 

Dáil Éireann to form a Joint Committee to carry out the functions set out in 

Standing Order 70A. 

(6)  Each Joint Committee shall have the powers defined in Standing Orders 71 

(other than paragraph (2A) thereof), 107 and 109. 

(7)  The Select Committee on Justice and Equality shall have the powers defined in 

Standing Order 108(1) (b). Schedule (extract): 

 Committee: Select Committee on Communications, Climate Change and 

Natural Resources 

 Department: Communications, Climate Change and Natural Resources. 
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AMENDMENT OF TITLES OF SELECT COMMITTEE:  DÁIL ÉIREANN 7 

SEPTEMBER 2016 

That, following Orders made by Government on 5 July, 2016, and 19 July, 2016, 

respectively, altering the names of Departments and titles of Ministers, the names of the 

Select Committees in column (1) of the Schedule below, which were established by 

Order of the Dáil of 16 June, 2016, are hereby amended as set out in column (2) of the 

Schedule and each such Committee shall perform the functions set out in Standing Order 

84A in respect of the Government Department or Departments listed in column (3) 

opposite each Committee.  

 Select Committee established on 16 June 2016: Communications, Climate Change 

and Natural Resources 

 New name of Select Committee: Communications, Climate Action and 

Environment 

 Government Department: Communications, Climate Action and Environment. 

AMENDMENT OF TITLES OF JOINT COMMITTEE: SEANAD ÉIREANN 29 

SEPTEMBER 2016 

That, following Orders made by Government on 5th July, 2016, and 19th July, 2016, 

respectively, altering the names of Departments and titles of Ministers, the names of the 

Select Committees in column (1) of the Schedule below, which were established by 

Order of the Seanad of 21st July, 2016, are hereby amended as set out in column (2) of 

the Schedule and each such Committee shall perform the functions set out in Standing 

Order 70A in respect of the Government Department or Departments listed in column (3) 

opposite each Committee. 

 Select Committee established on 16 June 2016: Communications, Climate Change 

and Natural Resources 

 Government Department: Communications, Climate Action and Environment 

 New name of Select Committee: Communications, Climate Action and 

Environment. 

  



Work Programme 

Joint Committee on Communications, Climate Action and Environment 

Joint Committee on Communications, Climate Action and Environment 

APPENDIX 2 - FUNCTIONS OF THE JOINT COMMITTEE 

OVERSIGHT OF THE DEPARTMENT 

The Joint Committee shadows the Department of Communications, Climate Action and 

Environment, bodies under its aegis, and associated bodies. 

The Joint Committee will also carry out ex ante, current year, and ex post scrutiny of the 

performance of the department, including output measures and financial indicators. 

There are many bodies under the aegis of the department and they may be required to 

appear before the Joint Committee. The bodies under the remit of the department are 

listed below. 

OVERSIGHT OF BODIES: COMMUNICATIONS, BROADCASTING, POSTAL 

 

AN POST 

An Post is Ireland's national postal service provider. It provides postal, communication, 

retail and money transmission services. As one of Ireland's largest commercial 

companies, An Post employs over 9,600 people in retail, processing and delivery points. 

www.anpost.ie 

COMMISSION FOR COMMUNICATIONS REGULATION (COMREG) 

ComReg is the statutory body responsible for the regulation of the electronic 

communications sector. This includes the telecommunications, radio communications, 

broadcasting transmission and the postal sector.  www.comreg.ie 

COMMUNICATIONS REGULATION ACT 2002 

Laying of orders and regulations before Houses of Oireachtas.  

3.—(1) Other than an order under section 4 , every order or regulation made under this 

Act by the Minister or the Minister for the Environment and Local Government shall be 

laid before each of the Houses of the Oireachtas as soon as practicable after it is made.  

(2) Either House of the Oireachtas may, by resolution passed within 21 sitting days after 

the day on which an order or a regulation was laid before it in accordance with 

subsection (1), annul the order or regulation.  

(3) The annulment of an order or regulation under this section takes effect immediately 

on the passing of the resolution concerned, but does not affect anything that was F11 [ 

done under the order or regulation ] before the passing of the resolution. 

Accountability of Commission to Committees of Oireachtas.  

http://www.dccae.gov.ie/en-ie/Pages/home.aspx
http://www.dccae.gov.ie/en-ie/Pages/home.aspx
http://www.anpost.ie/
http://www.comreg.ie/
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34.—(2) From time to time, and whenever so requested, the Commission shall account 

for the performance of its functions to a Committee of one or both Houses of the 

Oireachtas. 

DIGITAL HUB DEVELOPMENT AGENCY (DHDA) 

The Digital Hub Development Agency was established under the Digital Hub 

Development Act 2003. It oversees the development of the Digital Hub, Ireland's 

flagship in the digital media sector. www.thedigitalhub.ie 

RAIDIÓ TEILIFÍS ÉIREANN (RTÉ) 

RTÉ is the national public service broadcaster. It is required to provide a comprehensive 

range of programmes on its radio and television services. www.rte.ie 

Broadcasting Act 2009 

 

Accountability of director general and chairperson to Oireachtas Committees.  
   

92.— (1) In this section “ Committee” means a Committee appointed by either House of 

the Oireachtas or jointly by both Houses of the Oireachtas (other than the Committee on 

Members’ Interests of Dáil Éireann or the Committee on Members’ Interests of Seanad 

Éireann) or a subcommittee of such a Committee.  

    

(2) Subject to subsection (4), a director general shall, at the request in writing of a 

Committee, attend before it to give account for the general administration of his or her 

corporation. 

BROADCASTING AUTHORITY OF IRELAND (BAI) 

The BAI was established on 1st October 2009, and is the regulator of broadcasting in 

Ireland. It BAI has assumed the roles previously held by the Broadcasting Commission of 

Ireland (BCI) and the Broadcasting Complaints Commission (BCC). www.bai.ie 

Broadcasting Authority of Ireland 

Broadcasting Act 2009 

Accountability of chief executive and chairpersons of Authority and statutory Committees 

to other Oireachtas Committees. 

20.— (1) In this section “Committee” means a Committee appointed by either House of 

the Oireachtas or jointly by both Houses of the Oireachtas (other than the Committee on 

Members’ Interests of Dáil Éireann or the Committee on Members’ Interests of Seanad 

Éireann) or a subcommittee of such a Committee.  

http://www.thedigitalhub.ie/
http://www.rte.ie/
http://www.bai.ie/
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(2) Subject to subsection (4), the chief executive shall, at the request in writing of a 

Committee, attend before it to give account for the general administration of the 

Authority and a statutory Committee.  

(3) Subject to subsection (4), the chairperson of the Authority or a statutory Committee 

shall at the request in writing of a Committee, attend before it to represent the views of 

the Authority or a statutory Committee.  

(4) The chief executive or chairperson shall not be required to give account before, or 

represent the views of the Authority or a statutory Committee to, a Committee for any 

matter which is or has been or may at a future time be the subject of proceedings before 

a court or tribunal in the State.  

(5) Where the chief executive or chairperson is of the opinion that a matter in respect of 

which the chief executive or chairperson is requested to give an account before, or 

represent the views of the Authority or a statutory Committee to, a Committee is a 

matter to which subsection (4)  applies, he or she shall inform the Committee of that 

opinion and the reasons for the opinion and, unless the information is conveyed to the 

Committee at a time when the chief executive or chairperson is before it, the information 

shall be so conveyed in writing.  

(6) Where the chief executive or chairperson has informed a Committee of his or her 

opinion in accordance with subsection (5) and the Committee does not withdraw the 

request referred to in subsection (2) or subsection (3) in so far as it relates to a matter 

the subject of that opinion—  

(a) the chief executive or chairperson may, not later than 21 days after being 

informed by the Committee of its decision not to do so, apply to the High Court in 

a summary manner for determination of the question whether the matter is one 

to which subsection (4)  applies, or  

(b) the chairperson of the Committee may, on behalf of the Committee, make 

such an application,  

and the High Court may determine the matter.  

(7) Pending the determination of an application under subsection (6), the chief executive 

or chairperson shall not attend before the Committee to give account for or represent 

the views of the Authority or a statutory Committee in respect of the matter the subject 

of the application.  

(8) If the High Court determines that the matter concerned is one to which subsection 

(4) applies, the Committee shall withdraw the request referred to in subsection (2) or 

subsection (3), but if the High Court determines that subsection (4) does not apply, the 
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chief executive or chairperson shall attend before the Committee to give account for or 

represent the views of the Authority or a statutory Committee in respect of the matter. 

TEILIFÍS NA GAEILGE (TG4) 

TG4 is an Irish Language television station based at Baile na hAbhann, Co. Galway. TG4 

was established as an independent statutory body in 2007 under the Broadcasting Act, 

2001. www.tg4.ie 

 

OVERSIGHT OF BODIES: CLIMATE ACTION AND ENERGY 

 

ELECTRICITY SUPPLY BOARD (ESB) 

ESB was established in accordance with the Electricity Supply Board Acts 1927 – 2001. It 

is a corporate body which controls and develops Ireland's electricity network. ESB is 

involved in the generation and supply of electricity to both domestic and commercial 

users. Employing over 7,000 people, it is the largest Electricity Utility in the state. ESB 

is actively diversifying their portfolio to include renewable energy and communication 

networks. www.esb.ie 

 

EIRGRID 

EirGrid PLC was established to act as the independent Transmission System Operator 

(TSO), in line with the requirements of the EU Electricity Directive. EirGrid became 

operational as the TSO on 1 July 2006 www.eirgrid.com  

 

COMMISSION FOR ENERGY REGULATION (CRU) 

The Commission for Energy Regulation (CER) was established in 1999 and is Ireland's 

independent energy regulator which changed name to the Commission for Regulation of 

Utilities (CRU) on 6 October 2017, following the commencement of the Energy Act 2016. 

www.CRU.ie 

This change was made to fully reflect its broadened remit and mission to regulate water, 

energy and energy safety in the public interest.   

The CRU is Ireland’s independent energy and water regulator and has a wide range of 

economic, customer protection and safety responsibilities.  It has a wide range of 

economic, customer protection and safety responsibilities in energy sector.  

http://www.tg4.ie/
http://www.esb.ie/
http://www.eirgrid.com/
http://www.cer.ie/
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In addition, the CER is Ireland's economic regulator of the Irish public water and 

wastewater sector. Policy for this area is the responsibility of the Minister Housing, 

Planning and Local Government. 

 

Electricity Regulation Act 1999: 

SCHEDULE 

The Commission for Electricity Regulation 

26. From time to time, and whenever so requested, the Commission shall account 

for the performance of its functions to a Joint Committee of the Oireachtas and 

shall have regard to any recommendations of such Joint Committee relevant to its 

functions. 

Policy directions to Commission. 

10A. — (3) Before giving a direction under subsection (1), the Minister shall —  

(a) provide a draft of the proposed direction to —  

(i) the Commission,  

 (ii) the Joint Committee referred to in paragraph 26 of Schedule 1 of this Act,  

(iii) the SEM Committee, and  

(iv) any other person the Minister deems appropriate, 

 

BORD NA MÓNA 

Bord na Móna is the supplier of products and services based principally on peat. The 

company is also providing products and services in the environmental, renewable 

energy, electricity generation and waste management business sectors. www.bnm.ie 

 

NATIONAL OIL RESERVES AGENCY (NORA) 

NORA was established as a stand-alone agency under the NORA Act 2007. Its main 

function is to maintain Ireland’s 90 days of strategic oil reserves for use in an oil supply 

disruption. www.nora.ie 

  

http://www.bnm.ie/
http://www.nora.ie/
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SUSTAINABLE ENERGY AUTHORITY OF IRELAND (SEAI) 

The SEAI, formerly SEI, was established in 2002 to promote and assist the development 

of sustainable energy. www.seai.ie 

IRISH NATIONAL PETROLEUM CORPORATION (INPC) 

INPC is a state company which owned the Whitegate refinery and Bantry Bay Terminal 

on Whiddy Island. These were sold by the state in 2001, and since then the INPC has 

had no staff. It is currently overseen by a 3 person technical board. The board’s 

functions relate to upholding the Minister's rights and obligations under the 2001 Sale 

and Purchase Agreement. This principally involves managing environmental claims. 

 

OVERSIGHT OF BODIES: ENVIRONMENT AND NATURAL RESOURCES 

 

ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 

The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) is at the front line of environmental 

protection and policing.  We ensure that Ireland's environment is protected, and we 

monitor changes in environmental trends to detect early warning signs of neglect or 

deterioration.  www.epa.ie 

 

INLAND FISHERIES IRELAND 

Inland Fisheries Ireland (IFI) was established under the Inland Fisheries Act 2010. IFI is 

the agency responsible for the protection, management and conservation of Ireland's 

inland fisheries and sea angling resources. www.fisheriesireland.ie 

 

LOUGHS AGENCY 

The Loughs Agency was established under the British Irish Agreement Act 1999. It is a 

North South body under the co-sponsorship of the department. The Agency aims to 

provide effective conservation, management, promotion and development of the 

fisheries and marine resources of the Foyle and Carlingford areas. It is also responsible 

for the development and licensing of aquaculture, as well as the development of marine 

tourism www.loughs-agency.org 

  

http://www.seai.ie/
http://www.epa.ie/
http://www.epa.ie/
http://www.fisheriesireland.ie/
http://www.loughs-agency.org/
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MINING BOARD 

The Mining Board is a Statutory Body established under Section 33 of the Minerals 

Development Act 1940. The Board is an appellate body principally involved in 

consideration as to whether minerals are excepted from provisions of the Minerals 

Development Act 1979 which vested in the Minister the exclusive right of working 

minerals in the State save for “excepted minerals”.  

POLICY 

The Committee may also, of its own initiative, initiate a review of policy of any area 

within its remit, or may also carry out a policy review combined with one or more other 

joint Committees. 

The functions of the department, and consequently the remit of this Committee, can be 

broadly categorised into the following areas: 

Communications, Broadcasting and Postal; 

Climate Action and Energy; 

Environment and Natural Resources. 

Public Service Management Act, 1997 

Appearance before Committees of Houses of Oireachtas. 

10.—The Secretary General of a Department or Head of a Scheduled Office or any 

other office of the Department or Scheduled Office who is designated for the 

purposes of this section by the aforesaid Secretary General or Head and to whom 

the relevant responsibility for the performance of functions has been assigned, 

shall, when requested to do so in writing by a Committee of either or both of the 

Houses of the Oireachtas authorised in that behalf to make the request in 

connection with the subject-matter before the Committee, appear before the 

Committee in relation to any strategy statement that has been laid before each 

House of the Oireachtas under section 5 (2) in respect of the Department or 

Scheduled Office. 
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STATUTORY FUNCTIONS OF THE JOINT COMMITTEE 

BROADCASTING ACT 2009 

BROADCASTING AUTHORITY OF IRELAND – ACCOUNTABILITY TO THE 

JOINT COMMITTEE 

 

Accountability of chief executive and chairpersons of Authority and statutory Committees 

to other Oireachtas Committees. 

20.—  

(1)  In this section “Committee” means a Committee appointed by either 

House of the Oireachtas or jointly by both Houses of the Oireachtas (other than 

the Committee on Members’ Interests of Dáil Éireann or the Committee on 

Members’ Interests of Seanad Éireann) or a subcommittees of such a Committee.  

(2)  Subject to subsection (4), the chief executive shall, at the request in 

writing of a Committee, attend before it to give account for the general 

administration of the Authority and a statutory Committee.  

(3)  Subject to subsection (4), the chairperson of the Authority or a statutory 

Committee shall at the request in writing of a Committee, attend before it to 

represent the views of the Authority or a statutory Committee.  

(4)  The chief executive or chairperson shall not be required to give account 

before, or represent the views of the Authority or a statutory Committee to, a 

Committee for any matter which is or has been or may at a future time be the 

subject of proceedings before a court or tribunal in the State.  

(5)  Where the chief executive or chairperson is of the opinion that a matter in 

respect of which the chief executive or chairperson is requested to give an 

account before, or represent the views of the Authority or a statutory Committee 

to, a Committee is a matter to which subsection (4)  applies, he or she shall 

inform the Committee of that opinion and the reasons for the opinion and, unless 

the information is conveyed to the Committee at a time when the chief executive 

or chairperson is before it, the information shall be so conveyed in writing.  

(6)  Where the chief executive or chairperson has informed a Committee of his 

or her opinion in accordance with subsection (5) and the Committee does not 

withdraw the request referred to in subsection (2) or subsection (3) in so far as it 

relates to a matter the subject of that opinion—  
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(a) the chief executive or chairperson may, not later than 21 days after 

being informed by the Committee of its decision not to do so, apply to the 

High Court in a summary manner for determination of the question 

whether the matter is one to which subsection (4)  applies, or  

(b) the chairperson of the Committee may, on behalf of the Committee, 

make such an application,  

and the High Court may determine the matter.  

(7)  Pending the determination of an application under subsection (6), the chief 

executive or chairperson shall not attend before the Committee to give account 

for or represent the views of the Authority or a statutory Committee in respect of 

the matter the subject of the application.  

(8)  If the High Court determines that the matter concerned is one to which 

subsection (4) applies, the Committee shall withdraw the request referred to in 

subsection (2) or subsection (3), but if the High Court determines that subsection 

(4) does not apply, the chief executive or chairperson shall attend before the 

Committee to give account for or represent the views of the Authority or a 

statutory Committee in respect of the matter. 

PROPOSING MEMBERS OF THE BOARDS OF BAI, RTÉ, AND TG4 

The Joint Committee on Communications, Climate Action and Environment has a role in 

proposing members of the boards of certain bodies for nomination by the Minister for 

Communications, Climate Action and Environment for appointment by the Government in 

accordance with the Broadcasting Act 2009.  

The Broadcasting Act 2009 requires the Committee to nominate members of the board 

(including a panel) of the following broadcasting bodies: 

 BAI (Broadcasting Authority of Ireland) (4 of 9 members); 

 RTÉ (Raidió Teilifís Éireann) (4 of 12 members); 

 TG4 (Teilifís na Gaeilge) (4 of 12 members). 

CHAIRMAN AND DIRECTOR GENERAL OF RTÉ AND TG4 ACCOUNTABLE 

TO THE JOINT COMMITTEE 

The Act also provides that the director general shall attend a meeting of the Committee 

to give an account of the general administration of their corporation, and the chairman 

shall attend a meeting of the Committee to represent the board of their corporation. 

 

http://www.oireachtas.ie/documents/bills28/acts/2009/a1809.pdf
http://www.bai.ie/en/
http://www.rte.ie/
http://www.tg4.ie/ga/
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INLAND FISHERIES ACT 2010 
 

PROPOSING MEMBERS OF THE BOARD 

The Inland Fisheries Act 2010 requires the Committee to nominate members of the 

board (including a panel) of Inland Fisheries Ireland (3 of 9 members) 

CHAIRMAN AND CHIEF EXECUTIVE ACCOUNTABLE TO THE JOINT COMMITTEE 

The Act also provides that the chief executive (or chairperson or an employee) shall 

attend a meeting of the Committee. 

 

ELECTRICITY REGULATION ACT 1999  

CRU (COMMISSION FOR ENERGY REGULATION) 

Note: in accordance with the Energy Act 2016, CRU will be renamed CRU (Commission 

for Regulation of Utilities).  

Policy directions to Commission. 

7. — (3) Before giving a direction under subsection (1), the Minister shall— 

(a) provide a draft of the proposed direction 

to— 

(i) the Commission, 

(ii) the Joint Committee referred to in paragraph 26 of Schedule 1 of this 

Act, and … 

ACCOUNTABILITY OF COMMISSION TO THE JOINT COMMITTEE  

SCHEDULE 

The Commission for Electricity Regulation 

26. From time to time, and whenever so requested, the Commission shall account 

for the performance of its functions to a Joint Committee of the Oireachtas and 

shall have regard to any recommendations of such Joint Committee relevant to its 

functions. 

  

http://www.oireachtas.ie/documents/bills28/acts/2010/a1010.pdf
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COMMUNICATIONS REGULATION ACT 2002 

COMREG (COMMISSION FOR COMMUNICATIONS REGULATION) 

Communications Regulation Act 2002 

LAYING OF ORDERS AND REGULATIONS BEFORE HOUSES OF OIREACHTAS.  

3.— 

(1) Other than an order under section 4 , every order or regulation made under 

this Act by the Minister or the Minister for the Environment and Local Government 

shall be laid before each of the Houses of the Oireachtas as soon as practicable 

after it is made.  

(2) Either House of the Oireachtas may, by resolution passed within 21 sitting 

days after the day on which an order or a regulation was laid before it in 

accordance with subsection (1), annul the order or regulation.  

(3) The annulment of an order or regulation under this section takes effect 

immediately on the passing of the resolution concerned, but does not affect 

anything that was [done under the order or regulation] before the passing of the 

resolution. 

ACCOUNTABILITY OF THE COMMISSION TO THE JOINT COMMITTEE  

34.— 

(2) From time to time, and whenever so requested, the Commission shall account 

for the performance of its functions to a Committee of one or both Houses of the 

Oireachtas. 

 

NATIONAL OIL RESERVES AGENCY ACT 2007 

NATIONAL OIL RESERVES AGENCY 

National Oil Reserves Agency Act 2007 

ACCOUNTABILITY OF THE CHIEF EXECUTIVE TO THE JOINT COMMITTEE  

Information to Oireachtas on performance of functions. 

31. — (2) Whenever requested to do so by a Committee (other than the 

Committee referred to in subsection (1)) of one or both Houses of the Oireachtas, 

the chief executive shall account to such Committee for the performance of the 

functions of the Agency and any of its subsidiaries.  
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APPENDIX 3 MEMBERSHIP OF THE JOINT COMMITTEE  

 

Member Party 

Deputies: 

Timmy Dooley Fianna Fáil 

James Lawless [Vice Chairman] Fianna Fáil 

Michael Lowry Rural Independent Group 

Hildegarde Naughton [Chairman] Fine Gael 

Eamon Ryan Social Democrats - Green Party Group 

Bríd Smith Solidarity - People Before Profit 

Brian Stanley Sinn Féin 

Senators: 

Terry Leyden Fianna Fáil 

Tim Lombard Fine Gael 

Michael McDowell Independent Group 

Joe O’Reilly Fine Gael 

 

 The Dáil Committee of Selection nominated the members of the Dáil Select 

Committee on 15 June 2016 and the report nominating Deputy Hildegarde 

Naughton to be chairman of the Committee was agreed by the Dáil on Thursday 

16 June 2016. 

 The Seanad Committee of Selection report on membership of the Seanad select 

Committee was agreed by the Seanad on 21 July 2016. 

 This Committee's name was changed from the Joint Committee on 

Communications, Climate Change and Natural Resources on Thursday 29 

September 2016. 

 Deputy James Lawless was elected vice chairman of the joint Committee on 

Tuesday 28 February 2017. 

http://www.oireachtas.ie/members-hist/default.asp?housetype=0&HouseNum=32&MemberID=2015&ConstID=245
http://www.oireachtas.ie/members-hist/default.asp?housetype=0&HouseNum=32&MemberID=2439&ConstID=116
http://www.oireachtas.ie/members-hist/default.asp?housetype=0&HouseNum=32&MemberID=645&ConstID=231
http://www.oireachtas.ie/members-hist/default.asp?housetype=0&HouseNum=32&MemberID=2395&ConstID=108
http://www.oireachtas.ie/members-hist/default.asp?housetype=0&HouseNum=32&MemberID=2028&ConstID=240
http://www.oireachtas.ie/members-hist/default.asp?housetype=0&HouseNum=32&MemberID=2456&ConstID=91
http://www.oireachtas.ie/members-hist/default.asp?housetype=0&HouseNum=32&MemberID=2341&ConstID=236
http://www.oireachtas.ie/members/default.asp?MemberName=Leyden&disp=src&housetype=1&HouseNum=25&ConstID=205&ac=0
http://www.oireachtas.ie/members/default.asp?housetype=1&HouseNum=25&MemberID=2466&ConstID=205
http://www.oireachtas.ie/members/default.asp?housetype=1&HouseNum=25&MemberID=719&ConstID=203
http://www.oireachtas.ie/members/default.asp?housetype=1&HouseNum=25&MemberID=1610&ConstID=206
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DÁIL SELECT COMMITTEE ON COMMUNICATIONS, CLIMATE ACTION AND ENVIRONMENT 

 

  

 

Deputy Timmy Dooley 

Fianna Fáil 

 

 

Deputy James Lawless 

Fianna Fáil 

[Vice Chairman] 

 

Deputy Michael Lowry 

Rural Independent Group 

 

Deputy Hildegarde Naughton 

Fine Gael 

[Chairman] 

 

Deputy Eamon Ryan 

Social Democrats 

- Green Party Group 

 

Deputy Bríd Smith 

Solidarity 

- People Before Profit 

 

 

 

Deputy Brian Stanley 

Sinn Féin 

http://www.oireachtas.ie/members-hist/default.asp?housetype=0&HouseNum=32&MemberID=2015&ConstID=245
http://www.oireachtas.ie/members-hist/default.asp?housetype=0&HouseNum=32&MemberID=2439&ConstID=116
http://www.oireachtas.ie/members-hist/default.asp?housetype=0&HouseNum=32&MemberID=645&ConstID=231
http://www.oireachtas.ie/members-hist/default.asp?housetype=0&HouseNum=32&MemberID=2395&ConstID=108
http://www.oireachtas.ie/members-hist/default.asp?housetype=0&HouseNum=32&MemberID=2028&ConstID=240
http://www.oireachtas.ie/members-hist/default.asp?housetype=0&HouseNum=32&MemberID=2456&ConstID=91
http://www.oireachtas.ie/members-hist/default.asp?housetype=0&HouseNum=32&MemberID=2341&ConstID=236
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SEANAD SELECT COMMITTEE ON COMMUNICATIONS, CLIMATE ACTION AND 

ENVIRONMENT 

 

 

  

 

Senator Terry Leyden 

Fianna Fáil 

 

Senator Tim Lombard 

Fine Gael 

 

Senator Michael McDowell 

Independent Group 

 

Senator Joe O’Reilly 

Fine Gael 

http://www.oireachtas.ie/members/default.asp?MemberName=Leyden&disp=src&housetype=1&HouseNum=25&ConstID=205&ac=0
http://www.oireachtas.ie/members/default.asp?housetype=1&HouseNum=25&MemberID=2466&ConstID=205
http://www.oireachtas.ie/members/default.asp?housetype=1&HouseNum=25&MemberID=719&ConstID=203
http://www.oireachtas.ie/members/default.asp?housetype=1&HouseNum=25&MemberID=1610&ConstID=206
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COMMITTEE CONTACT DETAILS 

Anita Gibbons 

Clerk to the Committee 

Joint Committee on Communications, 

Climate Action and  

Environment 

 

Houses of the Oireachtas, 

Leinster House, 

Kildare Street, 

Dublin 2, 

D02 XR20 

Ireland 

Anita Gibbons 

Cléireach don Choiste 

An Comhchoiste um Chumarsáid, 

Gníomhú ar son na hAeráide agus 

Comhshaol 

 

Tithe an Oireachtais, 

Teach Laighean, 

Sráid Chill Dara, 

Baile Átha Cliath 2, 

D02 XR20 

Éire 

 

Email: ccae@oireachtas.ie  

Web site: 

http://www.oireachtas.ie/parliament/oireachtasbusiness/Committees_list/ccae/  

 

Telephone:  076 100 1854 or + 353 (0)1 618 3575  

mailto:ccae@oireachtas.ie
http://www.oireachtas.ie/parliament/oireachtasbusiness/committees_list/ccae/
http://www.oireachtas.ie/parliament/oireachtasbusiness/committees_list/ccae/


 

 

 


