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Draft Speaking Note for Minister Heather Humphreys T.D. on 

the occasion of the Presentation of the D/BEI Supplementary 

Estimate 2019 to the Select Committee on Business, Enterprise & 

Innovation – 2pm, Wed December 11th 2019. 

------------------------------------------------ 

Cathaoirleach, 

Myself and Minister Halligan are pleased to have the opportunity to discuss our 

2019 Supplementary Estimates with the Committee this afternoon. Minister 

Halligan will say a few words later in relation to his own area of responsibility  

The Supplementary Estimate being presented to the Committee today is 

technical in its nature as it does not seek any additional allocation from the 

exchequer. The Estimate is seeking to redistribute some €15.289m in savings to 

support particular priorities in relation to a number of the Department’s 

Enterprise, Innovation and Regulation Programmes. 

Additional Enterprise supports 

Intertrade Ireland -Additional Capital Provision - €500k 

The Estimate seeks to provide an additional €500k in capital funding to 

Intertrade Ireland to support its Brexit activities and in particular its programme 

of voucher supports.  Demand for ITI’s Brexit Planning Vouchers and its Brexit 

Implementation Vouchers supports has remained very high throughout 2019 

and spiked in advance of the two Brexit deadlines in March and in October. 

Almost 1,800 of these Vouchers have been approved by ITI.  

The additional €500k being provided to ITI through the Supplementary 

Estimate, which builds upon additional funding provided in Budgets 2017, 2018 
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and 2019, will be targeted at meeting the increasing demands for ITI’s services 

for the remainder of 2019. 

Interreg -Additional Capital Provision - €1.2m 

The Interreg Programme is one of 60 cross-border funding programmes across 

the EU. The current round of Interreg, which runs from 2016 to 2022, is jointly 

funded by DBEI and our Northern Ireland counterparts, the Department for the 

Economy, on a 30/70 basis.  The Department’s overall commitment under this 

round of the Programme is €21m. 

 

The additional €1.2m being provided to the Interreg Programme in the 

Supplementary Estimate will increase the overall provision to the Interreg 

Programme to €4.2million in 2019. For a number of reasons, the draw down in 

the initial years of this round of the Programme was much less than anticipated.  

The €1.2m being provided through the Supplementary Estimate is required to 

ensure that the Department meets its overall funding commitment within the 

lifetime of this round of the Programme.  

  

Future Growth Loan Scheme -Additional Capital Provision - €2m 

The Future Growth Loan Scheme, which was launched in April of this year, 

provides long-term financing support to Irish businesses to help them 

strategically invest in a post Brexit environment. The Scheme operates 

alongside the Brexit Loan Scheme, which provides shorter-term working capital 

to businesses that have been impacted by Brexit.   

 

In the period since the launch of the Scheme in April 2019, in the region of 

2,000 applications have been approved by the Scheme’s administrators, the 

Strategic Banking Corporation of Ireland. The uptake in the Scheme has 

increased significantly in recent months and the additional €2m being provided 

through the Supplementary Estimate will ensure that the SCBI can continue, in 
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conjunction with the participating lenders, to meet this increased level of 

demand. 

Humanitarian Relief Scheme -Additional Capital Provision - €59k 

The Humanitarian Relief Scheme is intended to provide humanitarian support 

for small businesses, community, voluntary and sporting bodies who experience 

flood damage to their premises as a consequence of a severe weather event and 

who have been refused flood insurance.  

 

The €59k being sought through the Supplementary Estimate arises from claims 

in relation to flood damage suffered in County Donegal in the aftermath of 

Storm Lorenzo in October 2019.  

Additional Innovation Supports 

Caothaoirleach,Minister Halligan will set out the details of  the various 

Innovation Programmes receiving additional funding through the 

Supplementary Estimate in his remarks later. Suffice it to say that of the total of 

€11.279million in additional Innovation supports being provided through the 

Supplementary Estimate 

• €2.55million will be provide to the Science and Technology Development 

Programme 

• €1.999milion to the Programme for Research in Third Level Institutions 

and 

• €6.73million to Subscriptions to International Organisations 

Additional Regulation Supports 

Personal Injuries Assessment Board – additional provision - €251k 
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Finally, Caothaoirleach the remaining element of the Estimate involves the 

provision of an additional €251k to the Personal Injuries Assessment Board. 

Whilst the Board is essentially self-funded my Department does provide 

funding to the Board in respect of pension payments. The additional €251k 

being provided to Subhead C9 through the Supplementary Estimate reflects the 

costs of unexpected retirements by members of staff of the Board in 2019.  

Funding the Supplementary Estimate 

The savings funding our 2019 Supplementary Estimate have been generated in 

the following Programmes: 

• Administration Pay Savings: €448k  

• Agency Legacy Pensions Savings:  €500k  

• IDA Ireland Savings:  €2.1m  

• Enterprise Ireland Savings:  €8m  

• Workplace Relations Programme Savings:  €1.115m 

• Health and Safety Authority Savings: €375k  

•  Office of the Director of Corporate Enforcement Savings:  €1.4m   

•  Competition and Consumer Protection Commission Savings: €500k  

• Companies Registration Office Savings: €850k 

The briefing provided by my officials to the Committee’s Secretariat sets out 

the details of the circumstances giving rise to the savings in each of the 

aforementioned Subheads and I am happy to discuss these further with the 

Members of the Committee.   

The Committee will see, however, that more than 60% of the savings have been 

generated by Enterprise Ireland, and IDA Ireland who account for €8m and 

€2.1m of the savings respectively. 
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As regards the IDA, the savings of €2.1m essentially arise in relation to its 

property programme. Large scale capital investment in land and property such 

as that engaged in by the IDA is a complex and lengthy process. The inherently 

complex nature of property and land development transactions – which involve 

acquisition, engagement with stakeholders including local authorities, 

complicated commercial arrangements and building contracts – can and often 

does involve delays.   

Nevertheless, regional development remains a top priority for the IDA. In this 

regard, construction is almost completed of advance buildings in Dundalk and 

Galway. The construction of buildings in Carlow and Athlone will also begin in 

2020. 

As regards savings in Enterprise Ireland, the Committee will be aware that in 

addition to the funding it receives from the exchequer, EI also generates income 

from equity investments that it makes in the companies it supports. EI is 

permitted, subject to the approval and sanction of Minister for Public 

Expenditure and Reform, to retain and use ORI in support of enterprise 

development.  Enterprise Ireland has succeeded in generating a significant 

surfeit of ORI in excess of the amount sanctioned by PER in the course of the 

2019. Under Public Expenditure Rules, EI is required to expend ORI before 

drawing down Exchequer funds. Accordingly, the additional ORI generated by 

EI essentially means that it will not need to call on its full 2019 exchequer 

capital allocation of €65.75m under Subhead A7 of the Department’s Vote thus 

generating a saving on this Subhead.  

 

Cathaoirleach, I hope the foregoing has given the Committee an overview of the 

various expenditure and savings elements of the technical Supplementary 

Estimate which I have presented to you this afternoon.   
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With your permission Cathaoirleach, I would now like to ask Minister Halligan 

to give some further details of the additional funding being provided to 

Department’s Innovation Programmes through the Supplementary Estimate. 

Thank you. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


