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Submission to the Joint Committee on Business, Enterprise and Innovation on certain aspects of 

preparation for UK’s exit from the European Union 

Introduction 

The Irish Road Haulage Association (IRHA) was formed in 1973 with the purpose of representing and 

promoting the interests of Ireland’s licensed road haulage industry both at a national and international 

level. It is the recognised national representative body of the licensed road haulage industry in the 

Republic of Ireland.  

IRHA members operate under Road Haulage Operator Licenses issued by the Department of Transport, 

Tourism and Sport. A Road Haulage Operator’s License is required where goods are carried for hire or 

reward in a vehicle or combination of vehicles which is in excess of 3.5 metric tonnes.  

The association promotes professionalism, excellence and safety in the operation of road transport 

businesses.  

In addition to its strong employment contribution, the sector is also central to getting essential goods 

for consumers and business in and out of Ireland. As such the sector provides the life blood for Irish 

commercial and consumer life. 

Brexit 

Licensed hauliers are to the fore of all sectors that will be impacted by Brexit – IRHA members carry the 

goods that will be hit by tariffs or new regulatory requirements. Members also operate the vehicles that 

will directly have to overcome the challenges presented by changes to the land bridge and cross border 

traffic. IRHA members are the sector that will feel the first and most direct impact of Brexit. In fact the 

sector is already feeling shocks associated with uncertainty. 

Like the rest of the commercial sector, the key challenge being presented by Brexit is uncertainty and 

the damage to confidence that is presented by a constantly non evolving scenario. This means that 

preparations must be advanced on a worst case basis. 

Reasonable approach required by State Agencies at Border 

State information and engagement has been of some benefit, however, certain issues have not yet been 

clarified, such as contingency planning from the Department of Transport on traffic control and parking 

areas around Ports to deal with inevitable delays. 

It is really important that State Agencies do not go overboard in responding to new regulatory 

challenges. Irish regulatory agencies have a tendency to be the best in class at inspecting our own and 

leaning on the compliant. It is really important that any checks on borders are risk based, managed and 

not carried out with the excessive zeal. Any delay at borders will add to cost, damage competitiveness 

and hurt commerce in Ireland. 



 
 

There are some concerns that the Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine may be gearing up 

for an inspection and enforcement regime that could drift into overkill, so some level of proportionality 

will need to be assured. For instance, it has come to our attention only recently, while visiting the Port 

of La Harve, France, that French Ministry of Agriculture and Food have set a requirement of 4 hours 

notice before the arrival of animal products at a French port for the purposes of possible checks.  In 

contrast, the Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine are insisting on a 24hour notice period for 

the same function.  This is despite the fact that the EU has given each Member State the flexibility to set 

its own notice period.  Such a requirement is likely to cause considerable logistical difficulties and 

hardship. 

Core Supports 

The State can provide four core supports, in particular, for the licensed haulage sector –  

1. Diesel Rebate Scheme.  The State can operate the scheme in a way that addresses any increases 

in fuel costs arising for hauliers in the 12 months following Brexit, with further adjustments to 

the scheme as required.   The Diesel rebate scheme is of critical importance to the sector. It is 

effectively an essential user scheme.  The scheme was put in place to help sustain operators 

through fluctuating oil prices and to bring certainty to the cost base for haulage operators when 

contracting to provide haulage services into the future.  This certainty in turn benefits exporters 

by helping to control transport costs and reduce at least one aspect of the variable components 

to costs; 

2. Customs Guarantees.  The State can explore the provision of the necessary guarantees that 

hauliers will be required to have for the transhipment of goods across the UK as a third country. 

There is a precedence for this in 2001 following the 9/11 attacks the Government introduced a 

guarantee scheme for airlines to address challenges that they faced securing insurance following 

the attacks. This was an instance in the transport sector where Government needed to step up 

to the plate to support an essential service and to ensure that the movement of people 

continued. Brexit presents an equivalent challenge to the movement of goods and a measure of 

equivalence is required to meet the guarantee requirements that will be applied by customs 

authorities; 

3. Ample Parking near Ports.  Much of the additional land acquired or prepared for Brexit has 

been for the purposes of border checks.  This has resulted in a shortage of land for parking 

trucks which is needed in the usual way, to comply with tachograph and driver rest times.  

Additionally, the inevitable delays created by Brexit will require additional parking facilities. 

4. Direct Ferries to the EU.  A greater number of sailings, direct to the EU, will be required to avoid 

the chaos, delays and uncertainty that may result in continued reliance on the UK as a land 

bridge.   Greater use of Rosslare for this purpose would help relieve the congestion in Dublin. 

Conclusion 

Issues such as financial support, particularly in the event of a ‘No deal Brexit’ have been discussed with 

the Department of Finance and Minister Donohoe has given assurances that support mechanisms will be 

forthcoming in such an eventuality.  However, details of such support are yet to be discussed. 



 
 

There are many unknowns surrounding the outfall from Brexit and the IRHA wish to remain in close and 

continuous contact with Revenue and Government Departments as this event unfolds to highlight issues 

as they arise at the earliest possible opportunity. 
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