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To the Chairman and Members of Joint Oireachtas on Jobs, Enterprise & 

Innovation. 

 
 

 

Dear Chair, 

 

The Irish South & East Fish Producers Organisation (ISEFPO) thank you for the opportunity 

to present and clarify some misconceptions about the treatment of migrant workers in the 

Irish Fishing Industry. 

 

Our Organisation does not condone mistreatment of any person, worker or otherwise and 

would encourage anyone who was aware of such ill-treatment to bring it to the attention of 

the appropriate authorities. 

 

We have along with other Industry Organisations been proactive in looking for a scheme to 

regularise the status of non EEA workers in the Industry.  This was achieved in 2016 with the 

introduction of the Atypical Workers Scheme. 

 

It was a welcome development and like all new schemes needed some time to “bed in” and to 

overcome the learning curve. 

 

To this end we were ably assisted by the WRC guiding the Organisation and individual 

skippers/owners on the necessary measures to comply with the new legislation. 

 

I refute completely any suggestion as was recorded here on July 3
rd

 that the WRC were not 

doing their job and fulfilling their role. 

 

We take issue with the fact that people who vilified the Industry, with misleading and 

unsubstantiated accusations at every opportunity in various media, were invited to come 

before this Committee and make false allegations against the Industry, the WRC and the 

Gardaí. 

 

Portraying these bodies as condoning modern day “slavery” is outrageous and I am surprised 

it was tolerated in this chamber. 

 

Wildly inaccurate figures of migrant workers have been bandied about from the same 

presenters.  In fact on an RTE News programme in 2015 it was claimed there were 8000 such 

workers in the Industry, when figures of a few hundred would have been more accurate.   But 

of course sensational stories make the news. 
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If the ITF or migrant rights have evidence to substantiate their claims they should pass that 

evidence on to the proper authorities, otherwise they are aiding and abetting criminal activity 

and should be answerable to the Gardaí. 

 

To conclude, for us there has been a serious misrepresentation of facts relating to the 

engagement of non EEA workers in the Industry, and would ask this Committee to take 

account of factual information and not wildly outrageous claims by parties who may have a 

vested interest in distorting those same facts. 

 

 

Regards,  

Hugo Boyle, 

CEO, 

Irish South & East Fish Producers Organisation. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 


