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Many thanks for your invitation to address the Committee today in my capacity as Chairman 

Designate of The Heritage Council.   

I have been a member of the Board of the Heritage Council since 2012 following public 

advertisement and for the last nine months I have been Acting Chairman.   I would like to 

discuss the approach I intend to take as Chair and give my view on the future contribution 

that The Heritage Council can make to Irish Society. 

 

Firstly I would like to give a resume of my career which was spent mainly in education and 

then outline other social and leisure activities I have followed over the years.  I first worked 

in insurance in Dublin for five years and studied for a B.A as a night-student in U.C.D.  In 

1970/1071 I did my H.Dip in Education and taught in Terenure College.  In 1971 I started 

teaching in Portlaoise Vocational School.  I became Principal in Portlaoise School in the 

1970s  and retired from the School in 2008.   The school now named  Portlaoise College is a 

large and thriving school in the county town with students both at second level and in 

further education.  My leadership skills were honed in running a vigorous school over thirty 

years including also a large night school.  I was involved in many educational projects and 

organisations over the years.  I was Chairman of the staff-student committee in U.C.D.  

1970/71.  I became Chairman of Laois branch of the T.U.I between 1972-77.  I was first 

Chairman of Laois Teachers Centre (now Laois Education Centre) 1988-89.  I was a founder 

member of The Society of Management in Education in Ireland in 1992.   I was an executive 

member of the European Secondary Heads Associations (1995-98) Irish division.  I was an 

executive member of NAPD (National Association of Principals & Deputies) 2000-06 and 

President of NAPD 2004-05.  I was a founding member of NAPD, Arts Culture and Heritage 

Committee in 2000 and still involved.  I Chaired the Committee for several years.  This 

committee runs Creative Engagement projects successfully in Irish second-level schools. 
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I have a lifelong interest in community affairs and particularly in our heritage.  I joined Laois 

Heritage Society very shortly after it was formed in 1975.  My involvement with the society 

extends over forty years. 

 From Chair to Vice –President, President and Chair again I have been closely involved in 

promoting the history and heritage of Laois through talks, walks, journals, school 

competitions, town heritage trails and the James Fintan Lalor School.  As you can see I am 

passionate about education and heritage.  My other activities over the years included 

membership of the Board of Laois Tourism, Chair of Laois/Offaly constituency of Fine Gael 

1994-98, President of Laois Chamber of Commerce 1990-91, Chair of Friends of Portlaoise  

General Hospital 1999-2000 and member of Laois Heritage Forum 2010 to date.   I am 

deeply involved in the conservation of Fort Protector, the first plantation fort in the English 

speaking world located in the centre of Portlaoise town.  I am a board member of the Irish 

Landmark Trust and a Committee member of the Georgian Society Birr & Midlands.   

As you know The Heritage Council was established as a statutory body under the Heritage 

Act 1995.  The Heritage Council has a particular responsibility to promote interest, 

knowledge, education and pride in our cultural heritage. Our heritage, our arts and our 

Culture define who we are and in exploring where we live anchors us and gives us a sense of 

place.  If you look for a dictionary definition of heritage you will find a word expanding in 

meaning over the last forty years – perhaps this reflects the growing realisation of its 

importance.  It is about caring for our lakes and rivers, our fields, our towns and nature as 

well as celebrating our built and cultural heritage.   

A glance  over the range of activities during Heritage Week would be a great opportunity to 

see the range and wealth of activities carried out not only during this week but all year 

round.  It is all about people, individuals, groups and communities celebrating where they 

live.  It is co-ordinated by The Heritage Council, organised at County level by County 

Heritage Officers and enjoyed this year by up to half a million people.  The community spirit 

captured so well during the 1916 commemorations is central to caring for our heritage.  As a 

former teacher I believe that we need to provide the opportunity for people of all ages to 

enjoy and learn about their heritage. 

 

I would see my role as Chair to provide leadership of The Heritage Council , working closely 

and in a collegial manner  and in partnership to ensure that the business of the Council is 

undertaken in an efficient, effective and transparent manner.   I know that the work of the 

Heritage Council is carried out by the staff of the Council and the network of Heritage 

Officers in close liaison with the Community.  Council also supports and works with 

community groups in many parts of Ireland in a wide variety of heritage related projects. I 

would seek to maintain cordial relations with both local and central government and 

endeavour to align our work with that of other agencies.  An example is of course our 
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developing relationship with initiatives such as Creative Ireland.  Next year the Heritage 

Council is co-ordinating the European Year of Cultural Heritage and this should prove to be 

an opportunity to harness the good-will of people throughout the Country and strengthen 

our European links. 

Since I became Acting Chair the Council has set up several working groups.  I would like to 

briefly mention one of them – the group developing our Strategy for the next five years.  Its 

working title is “Valuing People and Place” and has three key objectives 

1. To advance National Heritage Priorities 

2. To Nurture Belonging –  a sense of identity and place 

3. To ensure a Vibrant Heritage Sector 

While many activities will be identified and suggested in the consultation phase to help us 

achieve these objectives – two elements will be central; 

Firstly – Community involvement in its broadest sense will be key 

Secondly – Enhancing Educational Opportunities will be core  

 

The Heritage sector and the public which the Council serves have shown themselves to be 

resilient and imaginative.  The sector represents much of all that is good in our society.  

With modest resources much has been achieved in the past twenty years.  With the 

continued support of communities throughout Ireland we will continue to enhance people’s 

lives through improving the quality of where we live and reinforcing their sense of identity.  

 

 


