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We welcome the opportunity to present this joint research, which was 
commissioned by Derry City and Strabane District Council and Donegal 
County Council to provide strong leadership for the region in this time of great 
uncertainty. 
 

While the results of Brexit will have differential geographical impact across 
these Islands, the effect on Derry City and the wider North West Region, the 
fourth largest City Region within Ireland, may be significant and sustained 
unless coherent, decisive, mitigating actions are put in place. 
 

Work on the establishment of the North West Strategic Growth Partnership 
between both Councils and both Governments is well advanced. It provides a 
strong model of partnership through which to build practical responses to the 
UK’s exit from the EU. Much work has already been done through the 
development of the draft Strategic Growth Plan 2017-2022 for the DCSDC 
area and Donegal’s Local Economic and Community Plan 2016-2022. 
 

As one of the few City Regions within Europe that will potentially now see an 
EU/non-EU international frontier cut across it - we face particular challenges, 
many of which are outlined within this report. 
 

Peripherality has been a continuing issue for the region with poor 
infrastructural linkages to the major cities of Belfast and Dublin. These 
challenges will only be compounded by the changes that Brexit will bring, no 
matter in which form it is implemented. 
 

While many areas make claims to their uniqueness in the context of Brexit, 
our research to date provides a robust evidence base. It unambiguously 
demonstrates the extreme sensitivity of this City and Region to any changes in 
trading arrangements whether by the imposition of tariffs, quotas or 
restrictions on services or labour mobility. 
 



The North West, Cross -Border  ‘economic entity’ has benefitted significantly 
from the cross-border collaboration evident in the spheres of education, 
health, environment and research and development, through economies of 
scale, reduced duplication and improved co-ordination rather than back to 
back development. 
 

It is a truism that uncertainty, at the level of citizens, negatively impacts upon 
consumer confidence, consumer spending and ultimately quality of life. 
Similarly, within a business environment it undermines business sentiment, 
and in turn investment and wealth generation which affects those living within 
this region. It also impacts on the ability of local government to raise revenue 
and thus provide improved services. 
 

Now, over nine months on from the UK decision to exit the EU, and following 
the UK’s triggering of Article 50, it is apparent that the North West Region 
faces significant challenges alongside some opportunities. 
 

Against a background of growing clarity on how Brexit will be implemented – 
UK PM Theresa May’s statement on 17 January confirms the decision to 
leave the Single Market – both Councils have pro-actively responded.  
 

We particularly welcome the commitments expressed within the Article 50 
letter on 29th March from the PM Theresa May to the EU Council which 
reiterates the UK’s unique relationship between the UK and The Republic of 
Ireland and the need to ensure no hard border. 
 

We want to avoid a return to a hard border between our two 

countries, to be able to maintain the Common Travel Area 

between us, and to make sure that the UK’s withdrawal from the 

EU does not harm the Republic of Ireland. 

    UK PM, Article 50 letter to EU Council 

 
Collaboratively we have assembled the range of sources of information that 
will be needed by local, national and international policymakers to inform them 
on the issue of the UK’s exit from the EU regardless of the option – hard or 
soft. 
 
This initial report enables us to consider the socio-economic characteristics of 
the region, identify gaps in the knowledge base, consult with key stakeholders 
and evidence-share with agencies, social, community, voluntary and 
enterprise sectors and the business community. 
 



Our report concludes with an outline of the key strategic initiatives that require 
to be delivered for the North West as part of our agreed Strategic Growth Plan 
which we believe, when implemented, will not only mitigate the impact of 
Brexit but correctly position Derry City and the wider North West Cross- 
Border City Region to face the challenges ahead. 
 

 

Our consultation finds that overwhelmingly, the consensus is there should 
continue to be free movement of goods, services and people across this 
Region, “preserving the seamless border”, as Taoiseach Enda Kenny has 
said.  
 

It demonstrates that there is an even greater imperative to ensure that our 
Strategic Growth Plan priorities are realised i.e. the A5, A6 and N14 roads, 
Transport Hub, University Expansion, development of tourism infrastructure 
and our regional strategic sites. Additionally, we will begin exploring 
opportunities emergent from Brexit such as the possible development of a 
Cross-Border Free Trade Zone. 
 

This joint work will be on-going as the nature of the UK’s exit from the EU 
becomes clearer. We are beginning to explore opportunities emergent from 
Brexit including a number of localised solutions within the North West City 
Region to mitigate the potential impact of Brexit while maximising any benefits 
of the UK’s exit from the EU. 
 

The Northwest Region has developed significantly throughout the last two 
decades since the Good Friday/Belfast Agreement and has achieved much in 
the area of Arts, Culture, Tourism, Employment and Good Relations and thus 
we fully endorse the Prime Minister’s assertion that  
 

We also have an important responsibility to make sure that 

nothing is done to jeopardise the peace process in Northern 

Ireland, and to continue to uphold the Belfast Agreement. 

    UK PM, Article 50 letter to EU Council 

Over many years Derry City and the wider North West has led in finding 
solutions to many complex problems, our strength lies in our track record of 
co-working and resilience, we welcome the prospect of even closer co-
operation as these relationships deepen in order to build a prosperous region 
for all our citizens.  
 
We believe that the undertaking we have just embarked on will be critical in 
achieving just that and we look forward to continuing close working with all our 
partners in Dublin, London, Belfast and Brussels in this endeavour. 


